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Shafali, Deepti dazzle in India’s epochal triumph

QBT 3R ST A YRa 91 YfagiRie sha & ove faad

Kerala’s poverty eradication mission now has a helpline

I & Wit S AR | 3@ gears f wnfia

Kerala to pilot country’s first multimodal transport app
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Russia’s new nuclear submarine with ‘doomsday’ missile unveiled
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China sends its most youthful astronaut, mice to space station

T 7 3 e gar Siafves anf 3R Il Bt Ve R uR UL

Indian women script history, win World Cup

Harmanpreet Kaur’s rampaging women defeat
South Africans by 52 runs in dominant fashion

Exultation: India’s players celebrate after winning the ICC Women's World Cup final ODI cricket match between India and South Africa, at

the DY Patil Stadium, in Navi Mumbai, on Sunday. PTI

The victory in today’s final is testimony to the
progress made by this Indian women’s squad

Lavanya L.
NAVI MUMBAI
ndian women created
l history before a
packed D.Y. Patil Stadi-

um here on Sunday, win-
ning the Women’s ODI
World Cup defeating South
Africa by 52 runs.

If the team’s astounding
run to the final in 2017,
slaying giant Australia en
route, is often cited as the
cornerstone of a revolu-
tion, the maiden cham-
pionship win is the fulfil-
ment of a gritty effort to
match promise with per-
formance.

Steady progress

In the eight years since,
progress was agonisingly
slow but steady. India’s am-
bitions to dominate world
cricket slowly made room
for the women.

Parity in match fees,
more fixtures, and the lu-
crative Women’s Premier
League helped India rub

shoulders with Australia
and England.

At the D.. Patil Stadium,
with trailblazers like Diana
Edulji, Mithali Raj, and Jhu-
lan Goswami in atten-
dance, India - with a
squad featuring veterans
pining for victory and
youngsters eager to suc-
ceed — clinched its maiden
world crown.

Roller-coaster run
A roller-coaster run for the
home side in the tourna-
ment saw different mem-
bers come in the clutch. If
youngsters Amanjot Kaur
and Richa Ghosh bailed In-
dia out early on, seniors
Smriti Mandhana, Jemi-
mah Rodrigues, and Deep-
ti Sharma helped traverse
the ravines of knockout
cricket. Destiny’s child
Shafali Verma scripted a
sensational comeback sto-
ry, with a half-century and
two key wickets in the final
to seal India’s coronation.
Harmanpreet Kaur and

Shafali Verma makes a sensational comeback,
with a 50, two wickets to seal the coronation

India’s run was far

from perfect, with
three losses to the
other semifinalists in

the league stage

team are often held to the
standards set by that 2017
campaign.

Its run now was far from
perfect, with three losses
to the other semifinalists in
the league stage. But as the
captain admitted before
the summit clash, only the
big picture mattered —
what a win could do for a
side that always buckled
and fell short of the podi-

“We know how it feels to
lose. We look forward to
seeing how it feels to win,”
Harmanpreet said.

Her team and the billion
Indian hearts they carry
with them now know.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 16

Pagez

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Indian women script history, win World Cup

URdg Afgarsi | T sfaem, sfiar fay v

Harmanpreet Kaur’s rampaging women defeat
South Africans by 52 runs in dominant fashion.
PR DI YATHER T 7 GIET WP

PI 52 ¥ Y AMGR R I g

The victory in today’s final is testimony to the
progress made by this Indian women’s squad.
TS & BIs-Idl | el I8 Sid 59 WIRAH Afger
& Ft yafa &1 9 B

Shafali Verma makes a sensational comeback,
with a 50, two wickets to seal the coronation.
GBI qHf A AR ATI™T Hd U 50 I F1T
3R & fadhe dd 1 3t Sfid gHfEd 31

Indian women created history bef ore a packed D.Y. Patil Stadium here on Sunday,
winning the Women’s ODI World Cup defeating South Africa by 52 runs.

YRAR Afgarstt 3 AR o) wared W SY.ars. uifewd wfsaw o sfoer = fear, wfgen
THieawd fay Hu o i&ror 3npieT &I 52 I 9 G|

If the team’s astounding run to the final in 2017, slaying giant Australia en route, is often
cited as the cornerstone of a revolution, the maiden championship win is the fulfilment of
a gritty effort to match promise with performance.

3R 2017 § B0 dd <IH &I ISR AT, o 39 sifeeferar okt fawrer &u &) gwma,
DI SR Hifdd I td BT A 5, A I8 Tgal oild aaT IR UG & A BT RO 5|

e dlke SandiNR

In the eight years since, progress was agonisingly slow but steady. India’s ambitions to
dominate world cricket slowly made room for the women.

Usd sife aof & wifa il dfesT fRR 3811 fay frdre & U@ &t URG $t Agarmian IR-
R wfger fpdbet & fog ot wiH o1 381 &

Parity in match fees, more fixtures, and the lucrative Women’s Premier League helped
India rub shoulders with Australia and England.

g B # FEaT, 3ifte 39 3R arvers faas wiftrar o = yra &1 siieferar oiv
AT & GHGE W1 B |

At the D.Y. Patil Stadium, with trailblazers like Diana Edulji, Mithali Raj, and Jhulan
Goswami in attendance, India — with a squad featuring veterans pining for victory and
youngsters eager to succeed — clinched its maiden world crown.

St.a1g. uifea Risan T 99 STa-1 tgoott, firarelt It 3R e Mward okt EIS
ff, YRd 7 — Siia & fore sraniAa aivy fearfsar sﬁ?m%@wiﬁa@aﬁﬂn
& 1Y — ST yger fay faara sitan

Roller-coaster run
IAR-TEE Y g

A roller-coaster run for the home side in the tournament saw different members come in the
clutch.

e ¥ OoaM A &t IaR-derd MY arEm § sra-s@ Raanfedr = fRoifas 3w wr
IRTGH faar|

If youngsters Amanjot Kaur and Richa Ghosh bailed India out early on, seniors Smriti
Mandhana, Jemimah Rodrigues, and Deepti Sharma helped traverse the ravines of
knockout cricket.

el gar RIars! sraeisiid PR SR HaT Uiy = YB3 & YRA $! Sa1, I8 aRs Wi Fur,
ﬁ&mr?r%m eﬁ?aﬁwmﬁwsmﬁihﬁeﬂﬂaﬁwml

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Destiny’s child Shafali Verma scripted a sensational comeback story, with a half-century
and two key wickets in the final to seal India’s coronation.

g o1 RSt rwrelt gaf 3 wraa & srea® oiR g Hgayut fade do) YRd &
fasrmu @ @1
Harmanpreet Kaur and team are often held to the standards set by that 2017 campaign.

B PR 3R Ih! AT B} AT SRR 2017 & SR & THD! J Y oIl B

Its run now was far from perfect, with three losses to the other semi-finalists in the league
stage.

9 OR BT R gl A8 o1, Fifeh ol =aR0r & 39 &1 31 AiwTg-iened o OiF 818
foredi|

But as the captain admitted before the summit clash, only the big picture mattered — what
a win could do for a side that always buckled and fell short of the podium.

AP I 3 PIgTd I Ugd WHR 51 {5 Had g1 TG A 1@ § — Ig siid 39
W & foIu o R Tt § S 8RR AIST Ui ¥8 ST ot

“We know how it feels to lose. We look forward to seeing how it feels to win,” Harmanpreet
said.

g8 AT § R BT UEHTH ST &l 8, 316 59 <51 9164 & [ Sitd! T UgHI HaT ghal
AR G Kl

Her team and the billion Indian hearts they carry with them now know.

e I A 3R I 1Y YSHhd 3Rl HRAH e 1 I8 oI a &

Kerala’s poverty eradication
mission now has a helpline

income-generating activi-

Separate allocation .
ties for members of ex-

will be made in the

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala’s Extreme Poverty
Eradication Programme
2.0 (EPEP 2.0), the second
phase of the programme,
will focus on dynamic
identification of families at
risk of falling into extreme
poverty, implementation
of a helpline, and steps to
improve the situation of fa-
milies freed from extreme
poverty based on the stan-
dards of the Multidimen-
sional Poverty Index.
Minister for Local Self-
Governments M.B. Rajesh
told The Hindu that the pu-
blic will be able to use the
helpline to inform the Lo-
cal Self-Government De-
partment about families
facing extreme poverty.
The EPEP 2.0 document
acknowledges that the de-

State Budget for the
continued activities
under EPEP 2.0

claration of Kerala as an ex-
treme poverty-free State is
the beginning of a process
to ensure that families who
came out of extreme po-
verty are not pushed back
into. An EPEP safety net
cell will be formed in every
local body.

Grassroots involvement
The 64,006 micro-plans
prepared for the extremely
poor families in the first
phase will be updated and
used as the basis for furth-
er actions. Self-help groups
will be formed through Ku-
dumbashree to promote

tremely poor families. Vo-
luntary organisations and
activists will be made part
of the interventions.

The EPEP 2.0 also has a
target of ensuring a social
security net for all citizens
of Kerala. Monitoring me-
chanisms will be set up so
that the families freed from
extreme poverty continue
to receive the services pro-
vided in the first phase.
Health insurance, free
medical care, mental
health support, skill train-
ing and sustainable income
generating job opportuni-
ties will be provided.

Separate allocation will
be made in the State Bud-
get for the continued activ-
ities under EPEP 2.0. The
plan fund of the local bo-
dies will also be utilised.

Kerala’s poverty eradication mission now has a helpline

3 b RS I TRE A 3 geuang +f it
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o Kerala’s Extreme Poverty Eradication Programme 2.0 (EPEP 2.0), the second
phase of the programme, will focus on dynamic identification of families at risk of
falling into extreme poverty, implementation of a helpline, and steps to improve the
situation of families freed from extreme poverty based on the standards of the
Multidimensional Poverty Index.

A BT D TR I Brdewd 2.0 (FWHSH 2.0), FIHH BT TROT, 3
TR} &) TR UEH R S SN o Siis TR A AR F @R A E, o e
TUATS P RITYAT 3R TSRSt TS Gahies & TS & SMYUR TR HAIb TRIef
9 ol uRaRT &t R YURA & U B

o Minister for Local Self-Governments M.B. Rajesh told The Hindu that the public
will be able to use the helpline to inform the Local Self-Government Department
about families facing extreme poverty.

RITHTIT WA = TH.&. 3= A § g &1 9ar & SHa1 geuarsg= &1 SUdiT HR
RITTT TR fAUTT 1 Safde RIS 9 Xg URART &1 a1 ¢ Jabiit

e The EPEP 2.0 document acknowledges that the declaration of Kerala as an extreme
poverty-free State is the beginning of a process to ensure that families who came
out of extreme poverty are not pushed back into it.

SUISUL 2.0 GXATAA T8 WHR &l § [ B B! SAferd TRIS-Hae IsT O
meaﬁﬁgm%mﬁwgﬁ@ammw%ﬁw&mm
T 18R 31 g% §, o fhe | 39 9 B |

o An EPEP safety net cgll will be formed in every local body.
TS R f61a & U SRS gRam s A sH11 S|

Grassroots involvement
SHH TR W)

e The 64,006 micro-plans prepared for the extremely poor families in the first phase
will be updated and used as the basis for further actions.

Ugd RO H A% TR URART & T TaR &1 7T 64,006 J&H ASISH B SUSe
forar SITE 3R 3T &t HRAET & faT YR & U H IgAnT fHar S|

e Self-help groups will be formed through Kudumbashree to promote income-
generating activities for members of extremely poor families.

Pl & T ¥ W ETdl GHgl BT 13- [l S difds i TRig uRari
& el & fore S o Tfafaftral o ggrar fear o wos |
e Voluntary organlsatlons and activists will be made part of the interventions.
[ 3R Srdeatsil &I sxadl o1 fowa s 1 S|

o The EPEP 2.0 also has a target of ensuring a social security net for all citizens of
Kerala.

U 2.0 H1 U A& da & Gt ArTieant & fore wmarfore TR simer gAfad
FA gl

e Monitoring mechanisms will be set up so that the families freed from extreme
poverty continue to receive the services provided in the first phase.
AR a3 Rftd fary SR arfes srafdies TRisT § Had uRaR vgd wvor § &t 15
Ja13{f H1 A I3 T |

¢ Health insurance, free medical care, mental health support, skill training and
sustainable income-generating job opportunities will be provided.

e §t1, 3o Rifven dar, amie Rk Jeraer, sierd uikieon ik
wﬁrmwaﬂﬁmﬁﬁwﬁ?wwmm|

o Separate allocation will be made in the State Budget for the continued activities
under EPEP 2.0.

sHSH 2.0 & ded SR nfafafd & fore wrea geie ® SrerT | UrauT= fasar S|

e The plan fund of the local bodies will also be utilised.

YT Al & g fAfr o1 ot o fosan simeem |
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Kerala to pilot
country’s first
multimodal

transport app

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala, which had
launched the first govern-
ment-controlled app-

based taxi service in the
country, is all set to experi-
ment with a new integrat-
ed multimodal online tran-
sport app, enabling
seamless travel for passen-
gers across water metro,
metro, bus, auto, and taxis
in the State.

The new ride-hailing
platform to be rolled out
by the State government
will bring metro, water me-
tro, bus, taxi and auto ser-
vices on a single platform,
providing the passenger a
cost-effective seamless pu-
blic transport system in
one go.
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Kerala to pilot country’s first multimodal transport app

$IA 3 BT UG Ig-ATHH URRaeT AU Y= B o TET @

. Kerala, which had launched the first government-controlled app-based
taxi service in the country, is all set to experiment with a new integrated
multimodal online transport app, enabling seamless travel for passengers across
water metro, metro, bus, auto, and taxis in the State.

I, mﬁ%ﬂﬁmwﬁﬁﬁmﬁqwuﬁamw Pt Y, 39 TH
Y @t qg-uTeEd mhmwwmww% < g
%ﬁwﬁa Ael, 99, enz’f@ﬁﬁmﬂé%mmn@rwwaﬁgﬁmm

|

. The new ride-hailing platform to be rolled out by the State government will
bring metro, water metro, bus, taxi and auto services on a single platform,
providing the passenger a cost-effective seamless public transport system in
one go.

T WPR gRILE b1 ST el T8 =11 ASS-2f o7 WewiH, A, afex Ae),
9, TRIT 3R 3ifct Aarei & T & Wewrd R A, S At o 3 anr
T 3R G Hrdeif=e uRag= a3 T &1 I IR Iuas g

MOSCOW

Russia’s new nuclear submarine
with ‘doomsday’ missile unveiled

Russia’s new nuclear submarine with
‘doomsday’ missile unveiled

SRS FITSd aTelt 9 @1 75 AT TGt

BT AATARUT

. Russia has launched its latest nuclear submarine
to be armed with a ‘Poseidon’ nuclear drone, also known
as ‘doomsday missile’ capable of “wiping out” coastal
nations, according to media reports.

T 7 U T uH] UAgst & A b g, ol
Uit AT S ¥ oY foan Smem, 9 gwrs s
F A Y Hft ST oA B, O 9 30 Bl g ke A A
e 8, Misar Rody & oruR|

. The nuclear submarine ‘Khabarovsk’ was
launched by Russian Defence Minister Andrei Belousov
in Severodvinsk.

TR} Tgst ‘WIEARIGD FH JHURY = P &1 Tt
Gﬁéé@mmﬁaﬁsﬁwﬁ%mW|

Russia has launched its latest nuclear submarine to be armed with
a ‘Poseidon’ nuclear drone, also known as ‘doomsday missile’
capable of “wiping out” coastal nations, according to media
reports. The nuclear submarine ‘Khabarovsk’ was launched by
Russian Defence Minister Andrei Belousovin Severodvinsk. pn
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China sends its most
youthful astronaut,
mice to space station

Agence France-Presse
JIUQUAN

A crew of three Chinese astronauts, including the
country’s youngest-ever, docked early Saturday at
the Tiangong space station, accompanied by four
lab mice. The Shenzhou-21 spaceship docked at
3:22 a.m. (1922 GMT Friday), China’s state news
agency Xinhua reported.

That was about three-and-a-half hours after the
spaceship departed from the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in northwest China, powered aloft
by a Long March-2F rocket.

The Tiangong space station - crewed by teams
of three astronauts that are exchanged every six
months - is the crown jewel of China’s space pro-
gramme, into which billions of dollars have been
poured in a bid to catch up with the United States
and Russia.

China has bold plans to send a crewed mission
to the Moon by the end of the decade and even-
tually to build a base on the lunar surface.

Mission commander and veteran space pilot
Zhang Lu is accompanied by 32-year-old flight en-
gineer Wu Fei, China’s youngest astronaut to un-
dertake a space mission, and payload specialist
Zhang Hongzhang, 39.

Four mice - two male and two female - join
them as the subjects of China’s first in-orbit expe-
riments on rodents.

China sends its most youthful astronaut,
mice to space station

W 7 3 A gar sfafier aeht o @l
P SANe ©E W Ul

e A crew of three Chinese
astronauts, including the
country’s youngest-ever,
docked early Saturday at the
Tiangong space station,
accompanied by four lab mice.

o < siafver ol & e =N
3y, forad <=1 &7 319 P BT Fad gal &rarﬁf&rtrraﬁ
R 2, 3 WRGR e i sidker R | S

b, 3R I A AR wanTRITen ¥ g o 4

e The Shenzhou-21 spaceship docked at 3:22 a.m.
(1922 GMT Friday), China’s state news agency Xinhua
reported.

AI3-21 AaANE I = YT 3:22 o (J[FHATR 1922
GMT) R ST fobar, ST fb = &) IRBRT THRIR Toldt
fRrgam A Rurd foan

e That was about three-and-a-half hours after the
spaceship departed from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center in northwest China, powered aloft by a Long
March-2F rocket.

I8 UM o AT FIg A °e dIG g3, 9d kel I
A SWR-URW 919 & Rree™ deange aia de 3
T Wi oft, o @i Arf-2F Idbe gRT uafid fean
T YTl

¢ The Tiangong space station — crewed by teams of
three astronauts that are exchanged every six
months — is the crown jewel of China’s space
programme, into which billions of dolla rs have been
poured in a bid to catch up with the United States
and Russia.

fariai siafver = - forgw d= sfafvar o =
& gt § oI 8X O He A SaaT Sl g — I &
3faf¥es Brded &1 T (crown jewel) 8, 7 3REl

STeR W U T8 § a1fd Tgad sy SMR®T 3R T &1 R1as! &) o T |

o China has bold plans to send a crewed mission to the Moon by the end of the
decade and eventually to build a base on the lunar surface.
1 & ATefI® TSI ¢ s 98 S=19 & 3id a% USHT IR WA R Joim 3R
3{dd: % a8 W TP 99 (ATYR) WU B

¢ Mission commander and veteran space pilot Zhang Lu is accompanied by 32-
year-old flight engineer Wu Fei, China’s youngest astronaut to undertake a space
m|SS|on and pa%?oad specialist Zhang Hongzhang 39.

3yt Siafees uraee i
W, Gﬁiﬂ?%ﬂﬂﬁwm&mﬁ%

%mmzaﬁqwsﬁﬂﬁm
aﬂg&m&&rﬁmm% aﬁmgaﬂﬁ

treite Rreg ST SrTEIiT It 2

o Four mice — two male and two female — join them as the subjects of China’s first
in-orbit experlments on rodents.

IR g - &1 TR 3R S °Iel — 376 Y 99 & wef # gl W fpy 91 arad vgad
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Shafali, Deepti dazz
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le in India’s epochal triumph

The opener top-scores with 87 and scalps two; the all-rounder follows up her fifty with a five-for: Proteas fall short despite Wolvaardt's battling century as Harmanpreet's side realises a dream

ODI WORLD cuP

Lavanya L
NAVI MUMBAI

n the eve of the fi-
0 nal, a reporter
asked India cap-

tain Harmanpreet Kaur
how she would celebrate if
her side won the Women’s
ODI World Cup.

“For big occasions, you
don’t have to plan anyth-
ing because we have visual-
ised it and dreamt about it
S0 many times. It's only
about what you remember
and what comes out when
it happens,” she gushed
with a big smile on her
face.

Alittle over 24 hours la-
ter, with a capacity crowd
carrying the team in its
chants and prayers at the
D.Y. Patil Stadium on Sun-
day, the Indian women’s
team made history as it
beat South Africa by 52
runs in the summit clash to
clinch its maiden ICC

crown.
Chasing a stiff 299-run
target, Laura Wolvaardt
knew she needed to be the
backbone of the fight.
While Wolvaardt looked
solid, India sank its teeth
into the batting order at
the other end, sending a
shaky Tazmin Brits back
within the PowerPlay.

Inspired choice
Shafali Verma, an inspired
bowling change, repaid
her captain’s faith stun-
ningly, dismissing Sune Lu-
us off her second ball. A
delighted ~ Harmanpreet
leapt into Shafali’s arms as
the 2l-year-old carried her
captain around the wicket
in celebration.

She would go on to re-
move her Delhi Capitals
teammate Marizanne Kapp

< S
Heady stuff:

as well, who, in all likeli-
hood, has played her last
ODI World Cup. Desperate
for partners, Wolvaardt
found an ally in Annerie
Dercksen, whose spirited
six-hitting eased the frayed
South African nerves.
slowly
brought up a second con-
secutive hundred, a knock
of the highest quality un-
der immense pressure.

i

Any joy was short-lived
as Deepti Sharma’s on-
slaught began. A scintillat-
ing fifer followed, starting
with the prized scalp of
Wolvaardt before cleaning
up alower-order struggling
to survive.

It came down to 53 runs
needed from the last five
overs, with the full house
watching  with  bated
breath. Nadine de Klerk

tried hard with South Afri-
ca left with just one wicket
in hand. She would have
hoped to repeat her he-
roics from the league
stage, but it was too tall a
mountain to climb.

Delayed start

Earlier, Wolvaardt opted
for the comfort of a chase
after rain delayed the toss
by two hours. Smriti Mand-

hana paired up once more
with Shafali, who, until a
few days ago, was playing
domestic cricket in Surat
for Haryana after being
cast away from the ODI
squad a year ago.

Despite losing Smriti af-
ter a 104-run stand, an al-
most new-look Shafali mo-
tored on.

Her quick scoring now
came with a side of calm-

Shafali, Deepti dazzle in India’s epochal triumph

QABTel 3R T A YR o efagiRre shid § T0e faad

The opener top-scores with 87 and scalps two; the
all-rounder follows up her fifty with a five-for; Proteas
fall short despite Wolvaardt’s battling century as

Harmanpreet’s side realises a dream.

£ i = 5
Shafali and Deepti came good both with the bat and ball on the big day to make life easier for skipper Harmanpreet and coach Amol s India completed a fairytale campaign. EMMANUAL YOGINI

ness, as she chose to play
along the ground rather
than recklessly going ae-
rial. She hacked down a
half-century and looked
set to go for the ton when
old habits kicked in, holing
out to Luus at mid-off off
Ayabonga Khaka in the
28th.

Wickets, however, fell in
the slog overs, and India,
as if often does, turned to

Deepti for some magic.
She linked up with Richa
Ghosh to turn the heat
back on the Proteas, witha
solid half-century.

The home side’s total
once headed well past 300
fell short, but all that was
to be eventually forgotten
as the raucous celebra-
tions ringing in India’s cor-
onation went well into the

night.

SCOREBOARD
v

INDIA
Smriti Mandhana c Jafta b Tryon
45 (58, 8x4), Shafali Verma ¢
Luus b Khaka 87 (78b, 7x4, 2x6),
Jemimah Rodrigues ¢ Wolvaardt
bikhaka 24 (375, 1x4),
Harmanpreet Kaur b Mlaba 20
(29b, 2¢4), Deepti Sharma run out
58 (58b, 3x4, 1x6), Amanjot Kaur ¢
&b de Klerk 12 (14b, 1xd), Richa
Ghosh ¢ Dercksen b Khaka 34
(24b, 3x4, 2x6), Radha Yadav (not
out) 3(3b); Extras (Ib-2, nb-1,
w-12): 15; Total (for seven wkts. in
50 overs): 298.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-104 (Smyiti, 17.4 overs), 2-166
(shafali, 27.5), 3-171 (Jemimah,
29.4),4-223 (Harmanpreet, 38.6),
5245 (Amanjot, 43.1), 6-292
(Richa, 48.6),7-298 (Deepti, 49.6).
SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Kapp 10-1-59-0, Khaka 9-0-56-3,
Miaba 10-0-47-1, De Klerk
9-0-52-1, Luus 5-0-34-0, Tryon
70461,
SOUTH AFRICA
Laura Wolvaardt c Amanjot b
Deepti 101 (98b, 11x4, 1x6),
Tazmin Brits run out 23 (35, 2¢4,
Lx6), Anneke Bosch lbw b Shree
Charani 0 (6b), Sune Luus c &b
Shafali 25 (31b, 4x4), Marizanne
Kapp ¢ Richa b Shafali 4 (5b),
Sinalo Jafta ¢ Radha b Deepti 16
(29b, Lx4), Annerie Dercksen b
Deepti 35 (37b, Lx4, 2x6), Chloe
Tryon lbw b Deepti 9 (8b, 1x4),
Nadine de Klerk c Harmanpreet b
Deepti 18 (195, 3x4), Ayabonga
Khaka run out 1(7b),
Nonkululeko Miaba (not out) 0
(0b; Extras (nb-2, w-12): 14; Total
(in 45.3 overs): 246.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-51 (Brits, 9.3), 2-62 (Bosch,
115), 3-114 (Luus, 20.2), 4-123
(Kapp, 22.1), 5148 (Jafta, 29.3),
6-200 (Dercksen, 39.3), 7-220
(Wolvaardt, 41.1), 8-221 (Tryon,
414),9-246 (Khaka, 44.6).
INDIA BOWLING
Renuka 8-0-28-0, Kranti 3-0-16-0,
Amanjot 4-0-34-0, Deepti
9.3-0-39-5, Shree Charani
9-0-48-1, Radha 5-0-45-0, Shafali
70-36:2.
Toss: South Africa.
Player-of-the-match: Shafali
Player-of-the-series: Deepti.
India won by 52 runs to clinch the
World Cup.
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AT FeciaTe A 87 I IR Aaited WhR fFar iR gl fade fig; siRgs A
3O SrefRIaHT Ut & 91g U™ fade g, diaarde @ IoRe aeia Ukt &
STaele MRATS §R T, T evATyia 35t AW Y Su=T U R far |

On the eve of the final, a reporter asked India captain Harmanpreet Kaur how she
would celebrate if her side won the Women’s ODI World Cup.
WA I U fod Ugd, T RUIKR 7 HRA B ST g SR I U871 & 3R
3@ A ufgen a1s fay &y Siiddt § O a8 & Sy T

“For big occasions, you don’t have to plan anything because we have visualised it
and dreamt about it so many times. It’s only about what you remember and what
comes out when it happens,” she gushed with a big smile on her face.

g3 Hidh! & oL 3TUHT F& Ht TS 91 B TR o gl b gH 38 s IR
HAT I g 3R 3P IR T JUAT <41 ¢ | I8 $Hadt 39 W FR Fxarg fb s9 g giar g
ol HTT T TG PR 5, 3761 YIPTd §Y HET|

A little over 24 hours later, with a capacity crowd carrying the team in its chants
and prayers at the D.Y. Patil Stadium on Sunday, the Indian women’s team made
history as it beat South Africa by 52 runs in the summit clash to clinch its maiden
ICC crown.

24 42 A 59 3 T1g, AR & S.a1s. wfew RfTgu ¥ goRl a=fel i ganait
MR TRY & 941, YR wigen 9 A sfaer W faun, 59 394 aféor anpieT &Y 52
A B AU Ug T TSR fara St

Chasing a stiff 299-run target, Laura Wolvaardt knew she needed to be the
backbone of the fight.

299 3}  HIST 7&d 1 U1oT B Y, GRT drerarse o off i 32 39 wets &t
LRI

While Wolvaardt looked solid, India sank its teeth into the batting order at the other
end, sending a shaky Tazmin Brits back within the PowerPlay.

el ddarde Togd o Xt df, HRd 3 gaR) iR ScaisTel H TR g far AR
aaﬁmﬁzaaﬁuﬁmﬁ A &l 3m3e o faan

Shafali Verma, an inspired bowling change, repaid her captain’s faith stunningly,
dismissing Sune Luus off her second ball.

STl T, S Ue IRUNGR™ fgam gRad o, & 3ueit ST BT URIET [MFER
TP | IHMAT, AR GT TH DI 3T g Ag W 3m3e fHan

A delighted Harmanpreet leapt into Shafali’'s arms as the 21-year-old carried her
captain around the wicket in celebration.

YR gAY QwTer it arel # g uSt, 59 21 affy faens) A st s o
ﬁ%%aﬁ\%ﬁ?gﬂml

She would go on to remove her Delhi Capitals teammate Marizanne Kapp as well,
who, in all likelihood, has played her last ODI World Cup.
$HD S BT 7 o+ fieett Bfteed ot ardht faaret Ao &y &1 1t sae
foan, gl mag oroeT St a=1e fay ey @e
Wolvaardt found an ally in Annerie Dercksen, whose spirited six-hitting eased the
frayed South African nerves.

] T S¥@a | U I el fropt STaveea S @il 3t & A
Zfaor St &  qera B P
Wolvaardt slowly brought up a second consecutive hundred, a knock of the
highest quality under immense pressure.

-¢fR 3UFT GRRT IR e YRT fohan, ST U gara | Wd 1Y

JeaI= T BT IeTE |
Any joy was short-lived as Deepti Sharma’s onslaught began.
GRIT STeT &R @ el fedt il Sifta XAt ST e = gl T[T
A scintillating five-for followed, starting with the prized wicket of Wolvaardt, before
cleaning up the lower-order struggling to survive.
T WMGR Uig fadhe e T, e Y aed diadrde & Jgued fade 9 g3, 3R
iR fraet 8 & JexiaTeil @ Gfe fear

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

e TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
-t YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

a
www.patrioticias.in

e |t came down to 53 runs needed from the last five overs, with a full house
watching- with bat'ed. breath. -
3R uier SfaR) o 53 I 11T &, 3R [R1 WRfEaw e 4 3@ TeT UT|

o Nadine de Klerk tried hard with South Africa left with just one wicket in hand, but it
was too tall a mountain to climb.

ATfe St 7 A G PIRI ST 5 GlEon siipihT o U Rt tas fadse a@n o, dfeA
Tg SrHT It g o

e Earlier, rain delayed the toss by two hours, and Wolvaardt opted to chase.
%ﬂ“ﬁ%ﬁ, IR & HROT T G 1 IR | g3, 3R draarde A a1 He &1 baar

|

o Smriti Mandhana paired up with Shafali, who was recently recalled after being
dropped a year ago.
Wt HYTAT = ABTA & T URT &1 B3 BT, O T I Ugat A9 ¥ J1eR IR
& T o1 3R BT & | aTuT g |

e Despite losing Smrriti after a 104-run stand, Shafali motored on calmly and scored
87 (78b, 7x4, 2x6).
104 T B! TSR & 91 WA P 3ATIE g1 & q1av[g, A% A Mid T fe@mar
3R 87 (78 &}, 7 TN, 2 BaP) TW|

¢ Deepti Sharma and Richa Ghosh then revived India’s innings with a strong
partnership and quick scoring.

9% T I Al 3R F=1 9 3 a9 9 SHIAR HRd Pt URT B IHTET|

e The home side’s total once headed well past 300 fell short, but all that was forgotten as
India lifted the trophy and celebrations went on into the night.
YR HT TR T THT 300 I TS S aTar a7 ¥gT AT, cifdh 3fdd: YISt &4 3§ T — iR
1ft, ST UIRT A <[B! IoT3, I IoHd IAH TAdT 8T |
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Karnataka planning to establish

permanent State water comimission
GS II: Governance 4

The Hindu Bureau ~ system, crop patterns,

BENGALURU

Karnataka is planning to
establish a permanent wa-

flooding and water man-
agement during disasters,
and emergency measures
needed, and recommend

ter commission compris- to the government.

ing technical experts on

the lines of the Central Wa- Comprising experts

ter Commission, to recom- “The commission will have

mend to the State govern-
ment measures on water

10 to 15 technical experts.
It will have representatives

security and on matters of from the Irrigation and the
water disputes. Finance Departments, ex-

Announcing the State-  The panel will look into management of the allocation of the perts from the field of envi-
level commission, Deputy  Cauvery water to Bengaluru for the next 50 years. K. BHAGYAPRAKASH ~ ronmental science and wa-
Chief Minister and Water ter  resources, and

Resources Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Sunday
said that apart from pro-
viding inputs on water dis-
putes, the commission will
assess demand and availa-
bility of water in the State,

and fix responsibility on
farmers for water usage.
The commission will be set
up shortly, he said.

“The Bill in this regard
will be introduced in the
legislature shortly. Howev-

er, it is doubtful that it will
be piloted during the ensu-
ing Winter Session,” he
said.

Mr. Shivakumar said
that the commission will
study the current irrigation

farmers,” he said.

The commission will
look into water manage-
ment in the allocation of
the Cauvery water to Ben-
galuru for the next 50
years.
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Karnataka planning to establish permanent State water commission

Plch WU IT Tdl MRNT RITUT B B GIe=1 991 38T &

o Karnataka is planning to establish a permanent water
commission comprising technical experts on the lines of the
Central Water Commission, to recommend to the State
government measures on water security and on matters of
water disputes.

Ffed U SRR e SRIRT RIMT HA $1 Aroi1 SR 2,
o aH dep-ito! fagiugy e i 3R o HE STe SITaNT o1 i R 81T, T fob Isa
PR DI o &I AR o faarel I Fefrd Amel | goma ¢ 9 |

e Announcing the State-level commission, Deputy Chief Minister and Water
Resources Minister D.K. Shivakumar on Sunday said that apart from providing
inputs on water disputes, the commission will assess demand and availability of
water in the State, and fix responsibility on farmers for water usage.

TS0 STERT 1 99T 3 §U ST AR i ware w .
REGUR A M9aR &1 Bl & o f[da1g] U= Ja ¢4 & Sr@rar, SR ISy § ofd 3t
gﬂﬁmﬁwmaﬁ?mwwmﬂa&ﬁﬁmﬁm
|
e The commission will be set up shortly, he said.
I8 Hal fob TN P Sleg gl ST fovar S|

o “The Bill in this regard will be introduced in the legislature shortly. However, it is
doubtfful that it will be piloted during the ensuing Winter Session,” he said.

I o, 39 Gy 7 fadae o <ftw € fyurayr & wega foran smem| grifes,
Tg AT faerel= I & SR urid 81 a1 1), SH W g eI’

Compri_sing experts
B I

e  Mr. Shivakumar said that the commission will study the current irrigation system,
crop patterns, flooding and water management during disasters, and emergency
measures needed, and recommend to the government.

ot RITFUR 7 a1 & AT gaur Riarg yommedt, v ded, a1g iR smugrei &
SR S[d YU, TUT STTRID STUTADTE SUTH HT T T R TRBR B
R g

e “The commission will have 10 to 15 technical experts. It will have representatives
from the Irrigation and the Finance Departments, experts from the field of
environmental science and water resources, and farmers,” he said.

I BT, “AANTH 10 F 15 dP-1o! faRug s 399 Ri=rg ok faw fRuri &
wfaf=ife, gafavor fagr oiR wra wwrem & fa=iwg, 71 farar <nfira g

o The commission will look into water management in the allocation of the Cauvery

water to Bengaluru for the next 50 years.
3TN SRTA 50 TUF b AT FTTE B BT T 3ded A o Yae F Faifda Amar
1 GHIE BT
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Engage the Taliban, don't recognise them

s the saying goes, the enemy’s enemy is

afriend. When the Afghan Taliban

were an insurgency, they were clients

of the Pakistani military establishment.
Now, they are the state in Afghanistan. Their
return to power in Kabul also brought back old
fissures between Pakistan and Afghanistan, two
neighbours divided by a disputed
2,640-kilometre border, to the centre of
inter-state relations. As tensions between the two
rise, often spilling into cross-border clashes, India
may be tempted to see the Taliban, its enemy’s
enemy, as a ‘friend’.

It may not be a coincidence that Pakistan
bombed Kabul earlier in October, just as Taliban
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagi was visiting
India. Mr. Muttaqji’s visit, the highest-level contact
between the Sunni extremist Taliban and India,
was the clearest indication yet that both sides are
keen to improve ties. India has since decided to
upgrade its technical mission in Kabul to a full
embassy and resume stalled infrastructure and
welfare projects with Mr. Muttaqi giving his
assurance that the Taliban regime “will not allow
any group to use our territory against others”.

The case for engagement is well known. When
the Taliban, then backed by Pakistan, returned to
Kabul in August 2021, India, which had backed
anti-Taliban forces in the 1990s, faced the
prospect of losing the influence it had built in
Afghanistan over the previous two decades. The
question before New Delhi was whether to
remain engaged with the new rulers or distance
itself from them.

India’s objectives

Broadly speaking, India has three objectives
when it comes to dealing with Afghanistan. First,
it had invested some $3 billion in Afghanistan
between 2001 and 2021 — after the collapse of the
first Taliban regime. It seeks to protect those
investments, and build on the goodwill it earned
during the period. Second, unlike in the 1990s,
New Delhi does not want Afghan soil to be used
by anti-India militants. Third, it does not want the
Taliban to become an external arm of Pakistan’s
establishment, which would give
Islamabad-Rawalpindi strategic depth in the
region. As an Indian diplomat told this writer in
2021, soon after the Taliban’s reconquest, “India
would like to explore the autonomy of the Taliban
from their masters”. To meet these goals, India
has opted for a policy of conditional and gradual
engagement with Taliban 2.0.

Mr. Muttagj’s visit to New Delhi and the
decision to upgrade the Indian mission in Kabul
to an embassy suggest that India is expanding the
scope of this conditional engagement. The
dramatic deterioration in Pakistan-Taliban
relations adds a new geopolitical dimension to
India’s approach. These developments have
prompted calls for India to move faster in
formally recognising the Taliban regime. There is,

Stanly Johny

While engaging
the regime,
both bilaterally
and through
regional and
international
mechanisms,
New Delhi must
urge the group
to respect at
least the
fundamental
freedoms of the
Afghan people

indeed, a case for recognition. The Taliban
appear more consolidated than they were in the
1990s, and unlike in the past, no regional power
seems interested in backing anti-Taliban forces —
at least for now. The National Resistance Front,
the primary anti-Taliban group, remains weak,
with its leadership in exile in Tajikistan. The
Taliban’s most serious military challenge comes
from the Islamic State-Khorasan, a transnational
terrorist outfit that threatens regional security.
Russia has formally recognised the Taliban, and
China has exchanged ambassadors with Kabul.

Long-term risks

‘While recognition of the Taliban could allow
India to fast-track cooperation with the regime,
further deepening Pakistan’s anxieties, it would
also carry significant long-term risks. The Taliban,
who emerged from the anarchy of the Afghan
civil war in the early 1990s, have not
fundamentally changed. Nor have they ever
claimed to have changed - either ideologically or
programmatically.

To be sure, the Taliban are not the only
totalitarian regime in the world, and states, even
democracies, should do diplomacy with different
political systems. But the Taliban’s totalitarianism
is distinct. It is perhaps the only regime that bars
girls from attending school beyond the primary
level. It has enforced strict segregation between
men and women in public spaces, and largely
banned women from workplaces. The regime,
headed by its reclusive Kandahar-based supreme
leader Hibaitullah Akhundzada, and run by the
Kabul Taliban, has maintained high levels of
repression at a time when the economy is in
serious trouble. Afghanistan’s economy has
contracted by around one-third since the Taliban
seized power. Nearly 22.9 million Afghans —
almost half the population — require
humanitarian assistance this year. The exclusion
of women from the workforce and education will
have economic and social consequences. While
the Taliban claim to have improved security over
the past four years, they have also overseen a
near-collapse of the economy.

Amid high-decibel repression and mounting
economic distress, it is far from certain that the
Pashtun, men-only regime of the Taliban has
truly consolidated power in Afghanistan, a
country of deep ethnic diversity that has seen
almost continuous conflict since the mid-1970s. In
the early 2000s, after the Taliban were toppled
and the Islamic Republic was taking shape,
Afghanistan enjoyed a period of relative calm and
stability. Many believed that the country had
embarked on a path towards democratisation and
socio-economic modernisation. But it was only a
matter of time before the Taliban re-emerged
from the mountains of Pakistan’s tribal belt to
challenge the republic. So today’s relative calm
should not misguide anyone that the Taliban had
won absolute lasting control over Afghanistan. It

Engage the Taliban, don’t recognise them

A A HaIg B, WS A=dT 943

India’s Engagement with the Taliban and Shifting Geopolitics

IfTaE & 1Y URT 3t FgHTRIET 3R Sgerar Y-IoHiae ufvesa

makes sense for India to adopt a wait-and-watch
approach.

Deep networks

In their second stint, the Taliban have sought to
project an image of having severed ties with
transnational jihadist organisations. The Taliban
learned a key lesson from 2001: it was not their
repressive policies at home that led to their
downfall but their open alliance with al-Qaeda.
This time, they have adopted a more pragmatic
posture. In public, their leaders insist that they
will not allow transnational groups to use Afghan
territory. Yet, this does not mean that the Taliban
have genuinely severed ties with such groups.
The Haggani network, which has long
maintained close ties with al-Qaeda, is now
deeply integrated into the Taliban establishment.

According to a recent report by a United
Nations Security Council monitoring group, the
Taliban have allowed al-Qaeda to consolidate
“through safe houses and training camps
scattered across Afghanistan”. It notes that the
Taliban remain “the primary partner of all
foreign terrorist groups operating in
Afghanistan”, including al-Qaeda, Pakistani
Taliban, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Lashkar-e-Taiba and
the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. The only
exception is the Islamic State-Khorasan, which
opposes Taliban rule. For now, these groups have
been allowed to operate quietly without posing
an immediate security threat to Afghanistan’s
neighbouring countries or the wider region. But if
domestic pressures mount, and the Taliban’s grip
on power weakens, these networks could easily
resurface, because they haven't given up their
commitment to global jihadism. In that case, the
enemy’s enemy may well turn out to be India’s
enemy too.

If India recognises the Taliban regime and
allows the so-called Islamic Emirate to take over
its embassy in New Delhi, that would grant the
Taliban legitimacy they have long sought. It
would also strengthen the Taliban’s regional
standing and prompt more countries to do the
same. But such a move would also shut one of the
few remaining windows New Delhi can press the
Taliban to reform. Rather than pursuing
short-term realpolitik, India should adopt a
long-term strategic approach. Faced with a hostile
Pakistan across the border and a collapsing
economy at home, the Taliban need India’s
assistance far more than India needs the Taliban.
While engaging the regime, both bilaterally and
through regional and international mechanisms,
New Delhi must urge the group to respect at least
the fundamental freedoms of the Afghan people.
If India’s interests lie in stability in Afghanistan,
Afghanistan’s stability will ultimately depend on
economic recovery, political inclusion and
regional integration — not on the Taliban’s guns.

stanly.johny@thehindit.co.in

¢ As the saying goes, the enemy’s enemy is a friend. When the Afghan Taliban were an
insurgency, they were clients of the Pakistani military establishment.
HET 91T ], G BT gRA 31 gYal 8| 519 BIN arferan U fagig! ¥e &, 9
UTfer-t A= UFaBH & I8 Y|
o Now, they are the state in Afghanistan. Their return to power in Kabul also brought back old
fissures between Pakistan and Afghanistan, two neighbours divided by a disputed 2,640-
kilometre border, to the centre of inter-state relations.
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3§ BT & T 6 & | ST I 3! aI = UTfhr 3R M= & g
RMA qTE B R sifad R faan, S ues faarfed 2,640 fpaniier wdt i & fawfsa 71

e As tensions between the two rise, often spilling into cross-border clashes, India may be
tempted to see the Taliban, its enemy’s enemy, as a ‘friend’.
SR-91 T =N & di 19 TaaT § SR WHT-UR s Ul & Jeadl 8, HIRd 8 Wrad &1 IRd
B Twar 8 & difera, S ST% gerH &1 R 8, U R 99 IahdT 3|

e It may not be a coincidence that Pakistan bombed Kabul earlier in October, just as Taliban
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi was visiting India.

g GANT a1 81 Fobdl [ UITBEI 7 agar B AT | BIgd W FHART B, 3o I
T o drferar & fadwr w=ft snfER @1 gurat URd &1 GRT AR 33 2

e Mr. Muttaqgi’s visit, the highest-level contact between the Sunni extremist Taliban and
India, was the clearest indication yet that both sides are keen to improve ties.

TS 3 A, S G SUATE AT SR Wk & i 3fd % T Hate W 1 Hud o,
39 91 BT WY Hohd A {6 G ver Hae &t GURA & 55 6|

e India has since decided to upgrade its technical mission in Kabul to a full embassy and
resume stalled infrastructure and welfare projects, with Mr. Muttaqgi assuring that the
Taliban regime “will not allow any group to use our territory against others”

YRT A 79 § 07 o @ a8 PTaa & rue da=itat R ) qul gararT J s Hm

3R & U gfardt eran 3k Heamor uRarsei @1 fihr A IR S, Safe gamet 3

gﬂw%%mﬁwwﬁﬁwﬁwﬁ%mma@ﬁmﬂqﬁw
|

e The case for engagement is well known. When the Taliban, then backed by Pakistan,
returned to Kabul in August 2021, India, which had backed anti-Taliban forces in the
1990s, faced the prospect of losing its influence in Afghanistan built over two decades.
TEHTT BT b TRIg 21 STl ATRIST, FOFS UTfpeaT=! o1 = e 0, et 2021 &

A, A URE, R 1990 B &2 | ATRIGT-RRI Tt B e far o, oo dw
::?ﬁm UG DI W o1 Rufa & o1l

e The question before New Delhi was whether to remain engaged with the new rulers or
distance itself from them.

%ﬁ%ﬁua%w%wﬁwmﬁ@mmmmﬁmm
|

www.patrioticias.in

India’s Objectives
HRd &

» Broadly speaking, India has three objectives when it comes to dealing with Afghanistan.
I Y § B8 S @ SME=ar | fueq # URd & &9 e Se=a |1

e First, it had invested $3 billion in Afghanistan between 2001 and 2021 — after the collapse
of the first Taliban regime. It seeks to protect those investments and build on the
goodwill it earned during the period.

g, 4R = 2001 | 2021 & &9 3 faferast steR &1 Faw fovar U1 — vga aifera™ Ima— &
aq & 915 | a8 5 FIA=N &Y 841 ST I8 § 3R I Safy # Sifofa Wegradn wR 3m s
ST AT & |

e Second, unlike in the 1990s, New Delhi does not want Afghan soil to be used by anti-India
militants.

IR, 1990 & =P & fAuta, A3 faeeht &1 Tt {5 Srpm=T Yfty o1 IuahT HRa-faRieh
TdpaTeal gRI fobar Sy |

e Third, it does not want the Taliban to become an external arm of Pakistan’s
establishment, which would give Islamabad-Rawalpindi strategic depth in the region.

FRRT, HRA &1 e b arferaT uifervar Y 9= SaawT $T aredt R &7, el
SEATHTSIG-RTTATIS! & & § 0P TeTs fAd S|

e As an Indian diplomat told this writer in 2021, soon after the Taliban’s reconquest, “India
would like to explore the autonomy of the Taliban from their masters.”

TP YR ISHRS o 2021 H BT YT, T AIfia 2 I SlaRT g1RId &I, “HRd
arferaT 9 U Hifere! | [ad=dl &1 HT &1 RE-T Iigdar g 1”
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To meet these goals, India has opted for a policy of conditional and gradual engagement
with Taliban 2.0.

39 3! B U B & o, WRE A A1ferar= 2.0 & 1Y T2 3R B GgHIfar
Hifer oo B

Mr. Muttaqi’s visit to New Delhi and the decision to upgrade the Indian mission in Kabul to
an embassy suggest that India is expanding the scope of this conditional engagement.

7% faweht @t T aE SR HIga § YR AR @ gaar # st $ @1 fAufg
1T & for R 39 =1 g UTRIaT & g &1 favdR # 18|

The dramatic deterioration in Pakistan-Taliban relations adds a new geopolitical
dimension to India’s approach.

Gﬁm—mﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁ%$mﬁwﬂm%ﬂmm
. |

These developments have prompted calls for India to move faster in formally recognising
the Taliban regime.

S UCARRH! A aIfedT T Y SNUAIS FU & T-gdT 31 & e URd & doft § omt
96 &1 Hidl 951 i €

There is indeed a case for recognition. The Taliban appear more consolidated than they
were in the 1990s, and unlike in the past, no regional power seems interested in backing
anti-Taliban forces — at least for now.

IRda H AT & e ad 2| aTfIaT 379 1990 & SRIP &I a1 4 1w fRR iR
THIPpd fomd €, 3R 39 IR Big & wfea arferarE-fRsd aaf o1 w0 a=a 7 3y 7
Gl — HH ¥ B g |

The National Resistance Front (NRF), the primary anti-Taliban group, remains weak, with
its leadership in exile in Tajikistan.

AzTer IRREH e (NRF), S 7@ drferar-faRied g 2, onft +ff e B, 3R 33
Aqea S arfifreay A fFafaT 9 31

The Taliban’s most serious military challenge comes from the Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-
K), a transnational terrorist outfit that threatens regional security.

T P! G 1R =T et SRATHS Fee-TRIM (IS-K) T 8, 5l T Sy
STAHATE TS § SR ST FRET & g T g |

Russia has formally recognised the Taliban, and China has exchanged ambassadors
with Kabul.

& 7 AT ®1 Suae ¥U A 7=gat ¢ & § 3R A 3 H1ga &A1Y Ieigal B
3MEH-UGH fban &1

Long-term risks

Srderfere sifaw

While recognition of the Taliban could allow India to fast-track cooperation with the regime,
further deepening Pakistan’s anxieties, it would also carry significant long-term risks.

ARG B! TRIT YR D [ & 1Y TGN DI o B B AN & Tball § AR TTfhdr
1 FRidreii Y 3R e R Fobdll 7, Wb 39P WY Heayuf Srdepriere e f IS g

The Taliban, who emerged from the anarchy of the Afghan civil war in the early 1990s, have
not fundamentally changed.

ATfeIaT, ST 1990 & GRIH B [FIHTA T B [5G DI SRIShdl I IHR 4, Td FU I gl
¥ g

Nor have they ever claimed to have changed — either ideologically or programmatically.

T8 3 ¥ cran e § 5 3 Sl a1 i U | 96 7

To be sure, the Taliban are not the only totalitarian regime in the world, and states, even
democracies, should do diplomacy with different political systems.

fAfya =u §, arferar= gfFar & teas gdadTardt TR (totalitarian regime) T8I €, 3R
A1 DI, Tg1 b o A di ol faftr IsFifae vonferdl & Iy gesiifa a1 aigu|

But the Taliban’s totalitarianism is distinct.

A arferar &1 gdgmTarg (totalitarianism) fafery %I
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It is perhaps the only regime that bars girls from attending school beyond the primary
level.

g UG THHTE WA § S dsfhal & Ui R | SWR 3 e o &1 I Abar g
It has enforced strict segregation between men and women in public spaces and largely
banned women from workplaces.

T Frdel-e RIF IR 7ol SR afgarsi & &g s srerma a1 faan § SR i iRr:
Aigemsit o1 wriwal 3 ufaafia o G g |

The regime, headed by its reclusive Kandahar-based supreme leader Hibaitullah
Akhundzada, and run by the Kabul Taliban, has maintained high levels of repression at a
time when the economy is in serious trouble.

T8 R, e T e HYR fRud Taf= A1 fargeare srgeeer 7 R 2 ega
ARG 9K &, 7 S TR BT gH 991U 9T ¢ Saieh srfaaeyt ik wae # 8
Afghanistan’s economy has contracted by around one-third since the Taliban seized
power.

mﬁla?gg?w T M & 91 T BT DI SATRIT THT TH-fagTE (one-third)
@@8 |
Nearly 22.9 million Afghans — almost half the population — require humanitarian
assistance this year.
TTHT 22.9 TR (2.29 FRIS) S — S H& SHUIRSHT BT TTHT ST fRTTT € — 1 39
Y HIFATT HETIdT 3! SHTaIHd & |
The exclusion of women from the workforce and education will have economic and social
consequences.
afgarsit o fRram 3R Sriaa I arex v+ I enfdfe iR arifore afvoma g
While the Taliban claim to have improved security over the past four years, they have also
overseen a near-collapse of the economy.
ST arfera A s d IR aut & JRem & YUR &1 <rar {61 7, 381 I Srdfarawit & e
UdH (collapse) &1 aﬁﬁﬂm:ﬁaé’r;g
Amid high-decibel repression and mounting economic distress, it is far from certain that the
Pashtun, men-only regime of the Taliban has truly consolidated power in Afghanistan.
A9 a1 3R Tt enffw et & dita g Wy 76t © 5 URgH, TU-uuT= - A IRad
BRI H T ! Hofed fbar B
Afghanistan, a country of deep ethnic diversity, has seen almost continuous conflict since
the mid-1970s.
gﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁwa@éwawﬁwﬁwm & P & T A AU FRaR wad gan

I
In the early 2000s, after the Taliban were toppled and the Islamic Republic was taking
shape, Afghanistan enjoyed a period of relative calm and stability.

2000 % GRIP &I YH3AT H, 9 ATRIET B geHT T 3R IATIHS TURTSY (Islamic
Republic) S g1 4T, I = ATafére zmifa Siv fRRar &1 srqva |
Many believed that the country had embarked on a path towards democratisation and
socio-economic modernisation.
H8 AN BT T AT 36 S=1 A ApaaidRor R Arafors-snfie smyfratewor o fgzn &
HeH I B
But it was only a matter of time before the Taliban re-emerged from the mountains of
Pakistan’s tribal belt to challenge the republic.
Al Ig Had IHY B a1d At & arferar uifewae & snfeardt &=t & ugrst | fise
SURSR TURTST B! A il
So today’s relative calm should not misguide anyone that the Taliban had won absolute
lasting control over Afghanistan.
MY 3Tl b1 wATafare Wifd il @1 g8 ym &1 <t =fe fob arferam = wirdt ferd=ror g1l
R e gl
It makes sense for India to adopt a wait-and-watch approach.

YR o fore wete 3R AR it Hifa (wait-and-watch approach) Ul Ifa gl
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Deep networks

In their second stint, the Taliban have sought to project an image of having severed ties
with transnational jihadist organisations.
310 G BB H, AT = Ig BTd TR B B! IR D1 & fob I 3f
forerdt Tet (transnational jihadist organisations) I ey ?ﬁ‘s’ fam %I
The Taliban learned a key lesson from 2001: it was not their repressive policies at home
that led to their downfall but their open alliance with al-Qaeda.

32001 ¥ Ue He@quf Yad WRAT — ITT Ud- B USRI -ifeal ¥ et afcss
A-PTAGT & ATY G TS I g3 4T
This time, they have adopted a more pragmatic posture.
Y IR 351 TP HfUP ATAGIIND @ (pragmatic posture) Y-l gl
In public, their leaders insist that they will not allow transnational groups to use Afghan
territory.
%ﬁaﬁaswﬁwﬁmm%%aam@uanaﬁaﬁaw@mwww

I

Yet, this does not mean that the Taliban have genuinely severed ties with such groups.
forx 4, 5T Ug ol LT § fop anferam < anda 7 U2 gug! ¥ Hey s fore €1
The Haqqani network, which has long maintained close ties with al-Qaeda, is now deeply
integrated into the Taliban establishment.
FPI! Aedd (Haqqani network), S T8 THY I SA-BTUGT & TTY He! JaY §1T
W, 39 ARG M | TGRS | Ui 5l T 5
According to a recent report by a United Nations Security Council monitoring group, the
Taliban have allowed al-Qaeda to consolidate “through safe houses and training camps
scattered across Afghanistan.”
Tgad g{r&nuﬁuaﬁﬁm-—ﬁ?ﬁw (UNSC monitoring group) &1 giferar RUie &
AR, J AA-PIGT D! “IAEIRAT A B FRIerd fEwmt 3R wikigror ey &
1Y 9 Holgd 814 @1 SHfd 5
It notes that the Taliban remain “the primary partner of all foreign terrorist groups

operating in Afghanistan,” including al-Qaeda, Pakistani Taliban, Jaish-e-Mohammad,
Lashkar-e-Taiba, and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan.

e & wg1 T g b anferar s mfeRar A aftha |t fadzht srdwardt wgl & wruftie

YRTTR s U €, 4 Sra-ragT, wifaril arferaT, SR1-U-Higwe, axH:-U-agaT 3k

SEATTHS Yare TP Ivafdpear A ¢ |

The only exception is the Islamic State-Khorasan, which opposes Taliban rule.

THHH UAIG SEATRIP e -FRIH (IS-K) €, S aAIferaT =M= &7 foRlY BT 8|

For now, these groups have been allowed to operate quietly without posing an immediate

security threat to neighbouring countries or the region.

frergId, 37 THg! &I Rnifoqdes Wanfera g1 ot orgufd & 7S 8, aRd dusRit S ar &3 &b

fRIQ aepTer JR&m @Rt A 5|

But if domestic pressures mount, and the Taliban’s grip on power weakens, these networks

could easily resurface, because they haven’t given up their commitment to global

jihadism.

Afer IS B gaTd Fgd § SR aIferaT &) O SR gidl 8, df I Aead At 9§ fbe

gw HPd & Hiih 3o Y Rigrearg (global jihadism) & Ufd 3o+t ufdegd 78! B!
I

In that case, the enemy’s enemy may well turn out to be India’s enemy too.

Tt fRUfY o, gRAT T gRUH THdd: YR BT gRA +f Tfad 1 Ihar 3|

If India recognises the Taliban regime and allows the Islamic Emirate to take over its
embassy in New Delhi, that would grant the Taliban the legitimacy they have long sought.

IS YR dTferaT AT & HIRIET ST § 3R STAHS 3HRT (Islamic Emirate) &) 3
feeeht & garary THTE B SARY a1 8, O I8 aIferaTd $1 a8 dear WerH S ot 3 @a
TG QA qATT HI @ 8 |
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e It would also strengthen the Taliban’s regional standing and prompt more countries to do the

same.

Tg aifaa= @ &g fRUFT (regional standing) as‘rlﬁmqam 3R 3 =M Y o T

A P fore Ofva S|

e But such a move would also shut one of the few remaining windows New Delhi can press

the Taliban to reform.

QAT T HeH 31 B AW GERI (windows) T T TS &I &g ) o, 59 18 faeett
aTfera W YUR & T gara 91 It 8|

e Rather than pursuing short-term realpolitik, India should adopt a long-term strategic

IRAfAP IS (realpolitik) & TG, HRA BI dTHdTiIE TIPS eRHI0T

approach.

(strategic approach) 30T T8 |

o Faced with a hostile Pakistan across the border and a collapsing economy at home, the
Taliban need India’s assistance far more than India needs the Taliban.

T U Tgargu

HERIAT B STagehdl YR & el 3 B
o While engaging the regime, both bilaterally and through regional and international
mechanisms, New Delhi must urge the group to respect at least the fundamental
freedoms of the Afghan people.

Hal TR QR & 1Y HaIG R §U, T3 foeet! @ drferarT & $H

feuafta ot &t

A HH B ST BI

uferar SR Rt srfara=yt &1 91 HRd g, Ao & YRd &

AT BT T B BT 3R BT AR

e |[f India’s interests lie in stability in Afghanistan, Afghanistan’s stability will ultimately depend
on economic recovery, political inclusion, and regional integration — not on the

Taliban’s guns.

I YRA & R Srwamf~ar & fRRAT (stability) ¥ Rfed €, O 98 RRar sida: eanffe
TAifa, Ieitfae Jumase SR gt Tdievor R MRk Hu — arfias 31 dget w @

The vision of Model Youth Gram Sabhas

4GS I: Local Governance §

n India’s democratic architecture, the Gram
l Sabha holds a significance that is as

fundamental as that of the Lok Sabha or
Vidhan Sabha. Yet, the Gram Sabha, the
constitutional cornerstone of grassroots
democracy, remains an unsung hero in popular
conversations and civic awareness. Unlike the Bal
Sansad (Children’s Parliament), Youth
Parliament, and the Model United Nations, the
Model Youth Gram Sabha is an unfamiliar
concept for most. Yet, it is in these village
assemblies, not the grand chambers of
Parliament, that democracy finds its purest
expression — direct, participatory, and
accountable.

Article 243A of the Constitution, introduced by
the 73rd Amendment Act of 1992, defines the
Gram Sabha as the foundation of the Panchayati
Raj system. It represents every registered voter in
a village and empowers them to deliberate on
budgets, development plans, and governance
priorities. This institution embodies participatory
democracy, empowering rural citizens to shape
decisions affecting their community, fostering
transparency, accountability, and inclusive
development. But despite its revolutionary
potential, participation remains minimal.

Why aren’t Gram Sabhas aspirational?

Ask any young person if they dream of leading a
village or becoming a Sarpanch, and you will
likely be met with a puzzled silence. The
educational curriculum largely focuses on Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections, parliamentary
governance, or global models such as the United
Nations. It remains silent on the Panchayati Raj
institutions that form the bedrock of Indian
democracy. This absence from classrooms has
turned the Gram Sabha into a distant
administrative concept rather than a living
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democratic experience. To build a ‘Viksit Bharat’,
the Gram Sabha must be positioned as
aspirational, empowering rural youth, women,
farmers to lead at the grassroots, shaping
development and democracy. This requires
embedding Gram Sabha simulations into school
and college curriculum.

It was to bridge this gap that the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, Ministry of Tribal Welfare and the
Aspirational Bharat Collaborative, launched the
Model Youth Gram Sabha in 2025. Simulating real
Gram Sabha processes, students play the roles of
Sarpanch, ward members, health workers, and
engineers discussing village budgets and
development plans. The programme is supported
by teacher training and offers incentives such as
prizes and certificates to encourage enthusiastic
participation. The exercise transforms abstract
civics into lived experience, cultivating local
governance knowledge, and making democratic
participation concrete and engaging for the
future generation.

In Phase 1, the Model Youth Gram Sabha is
being launched in over 1,000 schools across 28
States and eight Union Territories (UTs). These
include more than 600 Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas, 200 Eklavya Model Residential
Schools, and select Zilla Parishad schools in
Maharashtra. A team of 126 master trainers is
leading nationwide teacher training. So far, 1,238
teachers from 24 States and UTs have been
trained. More sessions are in progress.

Prior to the national rollout, successful pilots
were held at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Baghpat in Uttar Pradesh and Eklavya Model
Residential School Alwar in Rajasthan. The
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Sitapur, in Bundi
district, Rajasthan, became a living classroom of
democracy as more than 300 students
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participated in a Model Youth Gram Sabha. In
Phase 2, the initiative intends to expand beyond
central institutions and Zilla Parishad schools to
include all State-run schools across India.

From simulation to transformation

In a democracy such as India, active citizen
participation is not just a right but a
responsibility. If the Model United Nations
cultivates global citizenship, the Model Youth
Gram Sabha can nurture civic pride and local
leadership. By being introduced to the Panchayati
Raj systems, students are better able to
understand the rights and responsibilities of
citizens in a democratic setup. The experience of
conducting debates, passing resolutions, and
negotiating consensus instils critical life skills.

This model has the potential to redefine civic
education. By expanding it to all schools and
colleges, India can make participation
aspirational again. A future IAS officer or
parliamentarian who once “chaired” a Youth
Gram Sabha in school is more likely to value the
power of local governance in real life.

The vision of Viksit Bharat cannot rest on
policy alone. It depends on citizens who see
governance not only as the government’s
responsibility but as a shared civic duty. The
Model Youth Gram Sabha is more than a
classroom exercise; it is a seedbed for democratic
renewal.

When young people learn that their village
meeting is as vital as Parliament, democracy
ceases to be an abstract system — it becomes a
lived culture. And when every child in India
grows up believing their voice matters at the
Gram Sabha, the dream of a truly participatory,
self-reliant, and compassionate nation will no
longer be a distant aspiration. It will be the
everyday rhythm of Indian democracy.
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The vision of Model Youth Gram Sabhas
Aisd gaT aw JuTsit it =

Significance of Gram Sabha in India’s Democracy
YRA & AP A U1 GHT BT Tgd

In India’s democratic architecture, the Gram Sabha holds a significance that is as
fundamental as that of the Lok Sabha or Vidhan Sabha.

YR B! Al T H UM T T Hd ApaHT a1 fyem—gqur - & gfard 2 |

e Yet, the Gram Sabha, the constitutional cornerstone of grassroots democracy, remains
an unsung hero in popular conversations and civic awareness.
i 1R, I T, S ST+t A BT FAUD MUK 8, AHUT Taiafl 3R ARG
SRl | Udh YT A% §1 83 3

¢ Unlike the Bal Sansad (Children’s Parliament), Youth Parliament, and the Model United
Nations, the Model Youth Gram Sabha is an unfamiliar concept for most.
919 TG, AT TG, 3R Uisd grAIges A% & [Audla, Aled U IrH JUT ISR anf &
fo T sruRfad s@yRoT 5|

e Yet, itisin these village assemblies, not the grand chambers of Parliament, that
democracy finds its purest expression — direct, participatory, and accountable.

5 o, Slichei 1 TS Y SHTAroarad 37 UTH AUISH B Bl 8, 7 & WG B farwmer wat &
— U, T YR 3R Saracg U A |

Constitutional Basis of Gram Sabha
UTH AHT BT JAUTH YR

o Article 243A of the Constitution, introduced by the 73rd Amendment Act of 1992, defines
the Gram Sabha as the foundation of the Panchayati Raj system.

AU BT 3Tdg 243A, S 73 WY SAfUFSAH, 1992 GRT SNST 4T AT, UTH JHT BT
AR IS yorTelt #t < & wu § gRyIid FRar |

o |t represents every registered voter in a village and empowers them to deliberate on
budgets, development plans, and governance priorities.

Ig 79 & UAD Goltgpd Aagrdl B UAHId Fal & 3R 3 goie, fasra aemrsh ik
T WAfieareit R faR-fausf 7 &1 3ifier it 21

e This institution embodies participatory democracy, empowering rural citizens to shape
decisions affecting their community, fostering transparency, accountability, and inclusive
development.

Tg TR GUTT A= &1 Ul &, o ATHIOT ARIRGDT DY 3= THe™ 3 Hafdd fofat o
THR & BT YBR et 8 SR UReRRfar, STaradd! aur qurdsht faera o iianfed &<l 3|
o But despite its revolutionary potential, participation remains minimal.

U3d 3% ifael HHTGATSH & Frace, T8 HRTEr 9gd $H 3|

Why aren’t Gram Sabhas aspirational?
YT AUTE TRONGRIS 1 7151 82

e Ask any young person if they dream of leading a village or becoming a Sarpanch, and you
will likely be met with a puzzled silence.

forft +ff gar @ YT i ot a8 Mg BT Aqded B AT FIUY T BT U1 ST 8, ol A
mﬁw?mquﬂﬁ@ﬂl

e The educational curriculum largely focuses on Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections,
parliamentary governance, or global models such as the United Nations.
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e UTeTshy T T I e R faurrayr gmal, Sadia 2, a e g S|
e aisal R B 5l

It remains silent on the Panchayati Raj institutions that form the bedrock of Indian
democracy.

gg 31 UaATgelt et HRITSHT R T © S R Aipas o1 g a1 6|

This absence from classrooms has turned the Gram Sabha into a distant administrative
concept rather than a living democratic experience.

TG U 39 UMM = UTH FHT DI TP Siiad Arbdiiad SgHd 3 Tod Th oy
RIS SR &7 32 B

To build a ‘Viksit Bharat’, the Gram Sabha must be positioned as aspirational, empowering
rural youth, women, and farmers to lead at the grassroots, shaping development and
democracy.

% ‘feRia R & fFafor & forg, 9w quT &) IRunere U TRad ST g1, o
areior gareh, afgare ok fFami & faprT iR Atwad & Aqed 1 IR Ha Tb |

This requires embedding Gram Sabha simulations into school and college curriculum.
% oY 31axae® § o U quT & RIgas™ &) 36a 3R Sras & uredshd § M faar
Wild|

Lavunch of Model Youth Gram Sal?ha (2025)
HIST Y UTH HHT (2025) BT JJURYH

It was to bridge this gap that the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Tribal Welfare, and the Aspirational Bharat
Collaborative, launched the Model Youth Gram Sabha in 2025.

Y 3R &I Ule & e vt It warad = e w3rerd, e srf wEre, iR
FARFTT YRT BAaRed & g 2025 | Aisd Y UTH JUT FT 3T S|
Simulating real Gram Sabha processes, students play roles of Sarpanch, ward members,
health workers, and engineers, discussing village budgets and development plans.
RS TH THT B Ufsharaii &7 3HR0 HRd §U, B U, aTS e,
SolifAaR ot Yfiyert AU §, iR 7T & geie auT faery arersit R == & g

The programme is supported by teacher training and offers incentives such as prizes and
certificates to encourage participation.

Ig By Rrere uiRier gRT Taffd 8 SR YREPR d YHTOE] oY WieiTg UGH &Rl 8
difes BET &1 HrfleR 9gT8 o G |

The exercise transforms abstract civics into a lived experience, cultivating local
governance knowledge, and making democratic participation concrete and engaging for
the future generation.

UE 3 VGiTae AN R D U Sligd SHT § §ed a1 8, TG ATHT & F19 B
o R e 8 SR yfasy #t fidl & faw A urftedt & 319 SR snee = rar g1

Pilase 1 of Model Youth Gram Sabha
HIST Y UTH HHT BT AT 1

In Phase 1, the Model Youth Gram Sabha is being launched in over 1,000 schools across
28 States and eight Union Territories (UTs).

TR 1§, HiSd Y TTH GHT HI 28 ST 3R 8 HERMRT UM (UTs) & 1,000 | 3iftre
faemeral & 3= fear ST B

These include more than 600 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, 200 Eklavya Model
Residential Schools, and select Zilla Parishad schools in Maharashtra.

579 600 ¥ 31 STaTeR Aaley faemed, 200 THasd Alsd ARty fasmer, $ik AgRTy
& $o foran ufvwg faemera i@ §|

A team of 126 master trainers is leading nationwide teacher training.

126 HIRER ¢RI B! U S BN TR W a1 uirarr o1 3@ #= @1 5l

So far, 1,238 teachers from 24 States and UTs have been trained. More sessions are in
progress.
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Pilot Projects and Expansion
URI¢IC

www.patrioticias.in

e Prior to the national rollout, successful pilots were held at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya,
Baghpat (Uttar Pradesh) and Eklavya Model Residential School, Alwar (Rajasthan).
TP TR WR AR DA W Ugd, IBd UrIee Yiae SIaTeR Adied faemed, aRTud (ST
W3N) 3R TPhasd Aisd AR faemey, ey Rered™) | smaiford g )

o The Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Sitapur, in Bundi district, Rajasthan, became a living
classroom of democracy as more than 300 students participated in a Model Youth Gram
Sabha.

ST & gt fordt & SaTe Taied faemem, WarqR = didds &1 slidd Ball-®el &1 U
@ forar STa 300 & 3if¥e ST A Alsd U T8 FHT H U foran

o InPhase 2, the initiative intends to expand beyond central institutions and Zilla Parishad
schools to include all State-run schools across India.

WU 2 H, 3 USH 1 3220 Hed JRITHI 3R Rorar ulug wpal T o dgax 3uR & it
JToT ST frereal oo R T 2|

From Simulatior] to Transformation
T FYARUT dF

e |n ademocracy such as India, active citizen participation is not just a right but a
responsibility.
YRd o dibad §, Afeha AFTR® UTiiert Fad fIeR & 76! 9fcd T fmgRt oft 51

o If the Model United Nations cultivates global citizenship, the Model Youth Gram Sabha
can nurture civic pride and local leadership.
Ife Aied gATEeS AXH Ay ARG B! AHRA HaT 8, df Aled Y | JHT ANRS
T4 3R R g B 9e1d1 S Jobd! 2|

e By being introduced to the Panchayati Raj systems, students are better able to understand
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic setup.

TETg IS YUl § ORI 89 W, 81 Aledie el § ANRS! & SRl 3R
e &1 JeR IH U §1

o The experience of conducting debates, passing resolutions, and negotiating consensus
instils critical life skills.

q1e-faare ST, U urfvd SAT1 3R Fdwfa S99 O 3rvd IET H Heayuf sitaq
a?lmafad—of%ra FRA
e This model has the potential to redefine civic education.
Ig Hred ARTR® g &t gdRuifa 3537 &1 e 3adr 8|
e By expanding it to all schools and colleges, India can make participation aspirational
again.

?Wﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁwm,mﬁﬂﬁmaﬁmwm
|

o A future IAS officer or parliamentarian who once chaired a Youth Gram Sabha in school
is more likely to value the power of local governance in real life.

TH Ufasg &7 1AS ISR a1 "ivg form H 3o d T gy U9 YT B eqed i g1, a8
Rafad St & RT3t jfad &1 31w Ae S|

The Vision of Viksit Bharat and Democratic Renewal

fafa HRa #1 =P ik A dile

e The vision of Viksit Bharat cannot rest on policy alone. It depends on citizens who see
governance as a shared civic duty.
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e The Model Youth Gram Sabha is more than a classroom exercise; it is a seedbed for
democratic renewal.

u‘hgqumwmwamﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%;%mmmm
@I

o When young people leam that their village meeting is as vital as Parliament, democracy
ceases to be an abstract system — it becomes a lived culture.

I a1 U JAEa § &b 3! 9| w1 Hae fora-i & wewaqu 8, @t diwd e Asifas
ARIT o1 I8 Il — g U otdd Wepied a9 oal g
o And when every child in India grows up believing that their voice matters at the Gram

Sabha, the dream of a truly participatory, self-reliant, and compassionate nation will no
longer be distant.

3R IF HRA BT UAP I I8 [IYRT AR ST 81 b S/PT SMmaret UrH THT H Jra= @t
8, 79 U arRafa® g, Sraf R ok Tdgeiter 1Y &1 U1 R 781 36|
o |t will be the everyday rhythm of Indian democracy.

Tg U diddd ®t ef e YgH= 5 Su|
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Welfare dependency or governance reform?

As Bihar heads into a pivotal election, voters face a stark choice between maintaining a status quo of welfare dependency or embracing transformative

governance reforms. With the State grappling with the highest rate of multidimensional poverty in India, the electorate’s anticipation for change is palpable

FULL CONTEXT

Deepanshu Mohan

he story of an election in Bihar

carries the burden of a polity

facing decades of destitution.

As the State with India’s lowest
per capita income and highest rate of
multidimensional poverty, the public
anticipation for warranting change and a
political churn seems immense. For an
eagerly awaiting electorate, this contest
appears as a definitive test of India’s
democratic-form asking a critical question
- will the election seek to perpetuate a
status-quo of welfare-dependency for the
poor, or can the verdict deliver the
structural transformation needed to pull
millions out of poverty?

Bihar's electoral map, spanning two
decades from 2005 to the current election
reveals a dynamic landscape of social
shifts and political realignment between
the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
and the Mahagathbandhan (MGB). The
dominant pattern is one of constant flux,
punctuated by razor-thin margins, such as
the NDA's narrow 125-to-110 seat victory in
the 2020 Assembly polls.

‘Women, youth and new entrants

The changing dynamics of voter turnout
has significantly altered Bihar’s political
landscape. The State has long been seen
as a stronghold of entrenched caste-based
and coalition politics.

Between 2015 and 2020, electoral data
underscores a notable gender gap in
participation that has worked in favour of
women: female turnout rose to 60.48% in
2015 compared to 53.32% for men, and
although it slightly declined in 2020,
women (59.6%) still outvoted men
(54.7%). This consistent engagement
points to the emergence of women as a
decisive electoral constituency, capable of
overriding patterns dictated by
patriarchal voting norms and caste
loyalties. There are several factors
contributing to this transformation such
as targeted welfare schemes like the
Bicycle and Ujjwala Yojana as well as
reforms within the public distribution
system. These have tangibly improved
women'’s social and economic agency,
encouraging them to vote independently
rather than as extensions of male family
preferences. Political parties, particularly
the Janata Dal (United) (JD(U)) under
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, have framed
women-centric governance narratives,
linking gender empowerment to
governance credibility. This has
strengthened their appeal among women.

Additionally, the urbanising youth
electorate, especially in districts like
Patna, Muzaffarpur, and Gaya, has
increasingly become issue-oriented —
prioritising employment, education, and
governance performance over
community-based loyalty. This has led to
fragmented votes and anti-incumbency
swings, as younger voters are less
tethered to traditional coalition bases.

The combined effect of high female
participation and assertive youth voting
has thus made Bihar’s elections more
volatile and competitive. It has diluted the
predictability of caste arithmetic,
weakened the hold of legacy coalitions,
and pushed political actors to reimagine
their outreach placing social welfare,
education, and governance efficiency at
the forefront of their campaigns.

While caste coalitions have
consolidated in pockets of rural Bihar,
they are actively fragmenting in
peri-urban, migrant-labour districts. This
dissolution of old patterns is being

Fresh face: Jan Suraaj chief Prashant Kishor ahead of Bihar elections, in Begusarai, on Sunday. pTi

accelerated by new entrants like Prashant
Kishor’s Jan Suraaj movement.

Mr. Kishor’s political strategy and voter
messaging cuts directly across traditional
loyalties. He is mobilising across caste
among the youth in western districts like
Muzaffarpur and West Champaran,
emphasising on a “governance-first
narrative” focused on education,
healthcare, and anti-corruption. His core
message appeals to the youth who are
angry about high unemployment and
forced migration. As Jan Suraaj contests
the elections, political commentary cites
the party as positioning itself as a new
third-front alternative to the enduring
caste-centric politics of Bihar.

The development question

Bihar’s electoral geography reveals a clear
economic divide that mirrors its political
alignments. Urban consolidation has
steadily favoured the NDA. In rapidly
urbanising districts such as Patna and
Gaya, voter trends have remained
remarkably stable, reflecting enduring
support for the alliance. These areas,
benefiting from visible infrastructure and
welfare initiatives, have repeatedly
rewarded the incumbents. Between 2005
and 2015, NDA vote shares in such
constituencies rose steadily, underscoring
the persistence of development-based
voting in Bihar’s urban centres. Yet,
beneath this surface of stability lies a
deeper paradox.

The NDA’s urban dominance rests on a
“development-oriented” narrative that
conceals significant contradictions. While
its support stems from visible gains such
as roads, bridges, electricity, and metro
projects, these largely represent symbolic
progress rather than transformative
growth. Persistent structural issues,
especially the absence of industrial
employment, reveal a widening gap
between the optics of development and
the substance of economic change.
Infrastructure has become synonymous
with progress, even as job creation and
industrial diversification lag behind. The
Patna Metro, for instance, strengthens the
incumbent’s image but does little to
address the underlying employment
deficit. Meanwhile, victory margins have
steadily narrowed, with winners now
representing barely 20% of registered
voters. Bihar’s urban paradox, therefore,
is one of stability amid discontent: a

sustained incumbency built on visible
governance, yet underpinned by a
shrinking representational base and
unfulfilled structural transformation.

Ideology versus patronage

Bihar’s political divide today is shaped by
two distinct but competing logics — the
NDA's performance-driven governance
model and the MGB’s populist,
patronage-based mobilisation. Out of
power for nearly two decades, the MGB
has relied on redistributive assurances
rather than a record of governance. Its
manifesto, “Tejashwi ka Prann’,
exemplifies this approach, promising free
electricity, 2,500 monthly transfers, job
guarantees, and expanded livelihood
schemes to appeal to those excluded from
Bihar’s uneven growth. While the NDA
projects the optics of visible
development, the MGB seeks to convert
economic vulnerability into electoral
support through welfare-based outreach.
These competing strategies show how
deprivation and aspiration are
transformed into political legitimacy in a
State still negotiating its path to economic
transformation.

This divide becomes even sharper
when viewed through the lens of Bihar’s
uneven development map. The NITI
Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI), despite some of its methodological
limitations, shows how Bihar’s composite
poverty score improved from 0.265 in
2015-16 (NFHS-4) to 0.160 in 201921
(NFHS-5), with progress being spatially
asymmetric. District-level disparities in
health, education, and living standards
interact closely with constituency-level
political representation, shaping how
development translates into democracy.

In the Seemanchal belt, deprivation
remains deeply entrenched. Madhepura
records some of the highest
multidimensional poverty in the State and
is also among its most politically
contested areas. The Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR) 2020 analysis
of the assembly constituencies in the belt
shows that while winners secured 49-55%
of valid votes, their representativeness
(the share of total registered voters they
actually spoke for) stood at only around
30-33%. In the Araria and Purnia
Assembly constituencies, Congress’s
Abidur Rahman won 55% of the votes but
represented just 33% of the electorate,

Welfare dependency or governance reform?

Hedror

T AT GUR?

while the BJP’s Vijay Khemka held 53%,
translating to 32%. This suggests that even
where voter mobilisation is high, much of
the electorate remains outside the ambit
of effective representation. Seemanchal’s
politics thus thrives not on mass
consensus but on targeted mobilisation,
where parties like the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) and the All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) channel deprivation
into political visibility through welfare
networks and community brokers.

Patna has an MPI of 0.107, with only
23.09% of residents multidimensionally
poor, the lowest in Bihar. Yet ADR data
shows that the average representativeness
of Patna’s MLAs from Kumbhrar, Bankipur,
and Digha remains between 19% and 22%,
despite high vote shares ranging from
54-59%. These are among the least
representative constituencies in the State,
reflecting not apathy but fragmentation
within an urbanised electorate. The BJP
continues to dominate, but shrinking
margins and lower representational depth
indicate that voters now evaluate
governance through performance-based
criteria rather than patronage.

Nalanda offers a midpoint on this
continuum. With an MPI of 0.142 and
roughly 30% poverty headcount, its
constituencies like Nalanda and Rajgir
show vote shares around 39-43% and
representativeness near 23%. These
consistent figures reflect a more stable
form of developmental politics, where
citizens participate not to claim welfare,
but to preserve a governance model
centred on infrastructure, electrification,
and women’s empowerment. This
intermediate zone represents an
electorate negotiating between old-style
welfare mobilisation and newer
governance-based appeals.

Further west, Bhojpur and Begusarai
illustrate how development can
recalibrate democratic meaning. MPI
values have declined sharply — Bhojpur
from 0.188 to 0.121 and Begusarai from
0.259 to 0.128, while ADR data shows
winners securing 39-46% of votes and
representing 23-27% of the electorate.
Here, legitimacy derives less from
numerical majority and more from
administrative performance.

Ultimately, Bihar’s district and
constituency patterns together trace a
development-to-democracy curve.
Welfare politics, however, continues to
retain symbolic power: with nutrition
deprivation above 50% and maternal
health deficits near 37%, central schemes
remain electorally salient.

Two Bihars

The Bihar election thus emerges as a
decisive ideological contest between the
“two Bihars.” The ruling alliances still
continue to rely on clientelism, targeting
high-poverty regions where
deprivation-driven mobilisation ensures
turnout, but stifles competitiveness,
treating welfare as a recurring political
performance. In contrast, a newly
anchored Jan Suraaj seeks to fracture this
old order by mobilising around a
“governance-first” narrative. It challenges
the transactional model sustained by cash
transfers and symbolic schemes. The
assembly verdict will determine whether
Bihar remains anchored to dependency
or transitions toward a new politics of
evaluative scrutiny, one, where poverty
no longer guarantees loyalty, but,
demands accountability.

Deepanshu Mohan is Professor and
Dean, O.P. Jindal Global University, visiting
professor, LSE, and Academic Research
Fellow, University of Oxford. With inputs
from Ankur Singh, Saksham Singh, Aditi
Lazarus and Nagappan Arun from JGU.
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Bihar's electoral map,
spanning two decades from
2005 to the current election
reveals a dynamic landscape of
social shifts and political
realignment between the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) and the
Mahagathbandhan (MGB).
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The NDA’s urban dominance
restsona
“development-oriented”
narrative that conceals
significant contradictions.
While its support stems from
visible gains such as roads,
bridges, electricity, and metro
projects, these largely
represent symbolic progress
rather than transformative
growth.

v

Bihar's political divide today is
shaped by two distinct but
competing logics — the NDA’s
performance-driven
governance model and the
MGB's populist,
patronage-based mobilisation.

e As Bihar heads into a pivotal election, voters face a stark choice between maintaining a
status quo of welfare dependency or embracing transformative governance reforms.
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With the State grappling with the highest rate of multidimensional poverty in India, the
electorate’s anticipation for change is palpable.

ﬂmmﬁa@mmaﬁmaﬁmaﬁvﬁw% sﬂmmaﬁaﬁaaaﬁaﬁ
IAfe Wy w0 @ fowrE ¢

The story of an election in Bihar carries the burden of
a polity facing decades of destitution.

fIeR o U TG & HE SR A e T I
forefrar &1 9 SeTt 7

As the State with India’s lowest per capita income
and highest rate of multidimensional poverty, the
public anticipation for change and political churn
seems immense.

YR & TaA HH Ui afe 3ma 3R gad 3ifke
Tg3mar TS eR I I & T4 H, uRadd 3R
RS SUA-TUT B oI AT AU 5|

For an eagerly awaiting electorate, this contest appears as a definitive test of India’s
democratic form, asking — will the election perpetuate welfare-dependency or bring
structural transformatlon to pull millions out of poverty?

IgH HagrdIef & forg U8 gAd URd & Addite ey $t fHuias afiem S udid gar
®, 511 U8 UBdl § — &1 98 A9 vl Rear &t st 3@ a1 wReATeds uiad = ae?
ARGl AR Bt TR | 9eR Fdbre?

Bihar’s Electoral Map and Political Realighment

R &1 gardt aefe iR

Bihar’s electoral map, spanning 2005 to the current election, reveals a dynamic landscape
of social shifts and political realignment between NDA and Mahagathbandhan (MGB).
Fgaral 3R

2005 | AR TAU GG 9P Ul [98R BT gAdT AT
TR &1 Tifsite ufve=a f3@rd ¢, ST NDA SR WgTHTede= (MGB) & &9 g3 5|

The dominant pattern is one of constant flux, marked by razor-thin margins, like the NDA’s
narrow 125-to-110 seat victory in the 2020 Assembly polls.

T Ui amaR uRadq &1 38 5, S 9gd $9 SR arelt Sital 7 fafgad fvan g, S 2020
faur T TGl § NDA @1 125 91 110 ISl &1 ARTet Sid|

Women, Youth and New Entrants

wfeeTd, gaT 3R g FagrT

The changing dynamics of voter turnout has significantly altered Bihar’s political landscape.

TdaeTdl Hag & dgad Wy - [9gR & IoHides URET B HIh! 8¢ dP g6d ¢l g

The State has long been seen as a stronghold of caste-based and coalition politics.

%md@m%mﬁmmeﬁ?mﬂqﬂmmwwwwél

Between 2015 and 2020, electoral data show a notable gender gap that worked in favour of

women.

%2015 3R 2020 & & FATG Mg TP HEaYUl AR e fG@1d &, St ufgensii & uar # @
I

Female turnout rose to 60.48% in 2015 compared to 53.32% for men, and though it slightly

declined in 2020, women (59.6%) still outvoted men (54.7%).

2015 N AfRAT HAGH 60.48% UT STafdh TUI HT 53.32%, 3R 2020 H UST U & dAG

AfRTd (59.6%) 3fd I TBT (54.7%) ¥ 31 AdaH Pl T

This consistent engagement marks the emergence of women as a decisive electoral

constituency, overriding patriarchal norms and caste loyalties.
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Factors behind this change include targeted welfare schemes like the Bicycle Scheme and
Ujjwala Yojana, along with Public Distribution System (PDS) reforms.

39 IRadH & Uies Afera Fearor geTg o Argford T SR Swadn arerT, ol
rdwifae faawor yumelt (PDS) # YuUR S HRF B

These schemes have improved women’s social and economic agency, enabling them to
vote independently rather than following male famlly preferences.

2 dioreft = afgereit & armfore ok snfife fRufa =1 axred fvar 8, o 3 gow
ufvarf¥e wig @ Wdd §IH) agH B il gl

Political parties, especially JD(U) under Nitish Kumar, have built women-centric
governance narratives, linking gender empowerment with governance credibility.

o gal, IRy = U @ v $UR & A9 § JD(U) 7 Afear-Sisd I $UFS daR
fPu g, Gﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁﬁmﬁaﬁsﬁ%

This has strengthened their appeal among women, making them a core political base.

Y DT Afgaradi | I-id® MTHUT g1, 3R d Th YW AT P YR § 7% ¢ |

Youth-Centric Political Shifts in Bihar

foeR & gar-dfa s ufvad

Additionally, the urbanising youth electorate, especially in districts like Patna, Muzaffarpur,
and Gaya, has increasingly become issue-oriented — prioritising employment, education,
and governance performance over community-based onalty

P fIRTd, RGBT BT 3R &1 JaT Hegrar ¥, IRy T I ye,

T S Rl B, 319 3 eI o 7 & — o AR, i 3R e ﬁ
Tera-3HTe frgr a{fﬂaﬁmumw LI

This has led to fragmented votes and anti-incumbency swings, as younger voters are less
tethered to traditional coalition bases.

T8 el A faurer ok faRie-aes (anti-incumbency) ot uqﬁnﬁaa"r g, mqéﬂ Hdaldl
31 URUN® TSEU YR I HH IS UG |

The combined effect of high female participation and assertive youth voting has thus
made Bihar’s elections more volatile and competitive.

afger yriie™t ¥ i SR T gar Aae™ & Ig9d THE A fagR & gAmEl 3t sifte SifR
3N wferemsff &1 fean 21

It has diluted the predictability of caste arithmetic, weakened the hold of legacy
coalitions, and pushed political actors to reimagine their outreach, placing social welfare,
education, and governance efficiency at the forefront of their campaigns.

maﬁﬁmﬁu@mﬂmmﬁ% URUNR® TSEUHl &1 UHhS Gieil ISl g,
3R IS Tl B Su HUH 3R TaR @) AT Hearor, e 37 o #t
T&T IR bferd By b forg ORka fpam 21

While caste coalitions have consolidated in pockets of rural Bihar, they are actively
fragmenting in peri-urban, migrant-labour districts.

ST T 3R Urior fagR & oo fowdl & Sifentd Toaes Aelgd gu 8, agt eref-zrgdt ok
mmﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁ'@%ﬁﬁ@%l

This dissolution of old patterns is being accelerated by new entrants like Prashant
Kishor’s Jan Suraaj movement.

2 A UeAt & fages &) u=nid fHmR & o1 JRIS SHiga- o 7T Ieifa® ua=radaiait
ﬁaﬁ?aﬁrmﬁm%

Mr. Kishor’s political strategy and voter messaging cuts directly across traditional
loyalties.

off fHIR Pt ASTfae IV 3R HaTar Ha=T yumelt Y IR R IRURS fAgraif &
T T B

He is mobilising across caste among the youth in western districts like Muzaffarpur and
West Champaran, emphasising on a “governance-first narrative” focused on education,
healthcare, and anti-corruption.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page25


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3 uf3eft el S qerrpegR SR uf3m Jurer J gareit @Y oifd-uR Iidd #R R &, 3R
e, W Jar 9U1 YPAR-faRY R Hiad U6 “Ma--U4H (governance-first) HYUT” &
T & 38 7
His core message appeals to the youth who are angry about high unemployment and
forced migration.
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As Jan Suraaj contests the elections, political commentary cites the party as positioning
itself as a new third-front alternative to the enduring caste-centric politics of Bihar.

S-SR S RIS ATG1 A IR @7 7, IeHIfass fazays 38 fagR &t wirdt snfa-snurfva
oI & fovg T T IR 7 & fAeew & U H SWd 7

The Development Question

e asTuy

Bihar’s electoral geography reveals a clear economic divide that mirrors its political
alignments.
fYER Ft gt Wi weaAn e @y e e &) g § S st weifos
H@un &1 fifes g
Urban consolidation has steadily favoured the NDA.

TR TISIT &1 A1 Ugarn |
In rapidly urbanising districts such as Patna and Gaya, voter trends have remained
remarkably stable, reflecting enduring support for the alliance.
TeHT 3R 4T o1 dolt § EHHR01 IR 38 forall H, Aderdar ygfval Seae-ig w0 3 fRIR @
g, S 59 e & Ufd eI wad i €
These areas, benefiting from visible infrastructure and welfare initiatives, have repeatedly
rewarded the incumbents.

3 &, oTe giandl e SR HTUBRY Al & WF ay a8, 3 IR-aR e &
&P (a1 g

Between 2005 and 2015, NDA vote shares in such constituencies rose steadily,
underscoring the persistence of development-based voting in Bihar's urban centres.

2005 ¥ 2015 & s, 39 gt &3 A TASIT & 9 AR TAR dad g, SN [9gR & et
F5l ¥ fypra-snaiia AagM & Rl &1 axfar gl

Yet, beneath this surface of stability lies a deeper paradox.

o5 off, 59 fRRA1 &t Y & - U e faRemHRT f5ur gan g

The NDA’s urban dominance rests on a “development-oriented” narrative that conceals
significant contradictions.

G@q%mmﬂugc—q'w‘ﬁwm-mam"uwﬂ%nﬁaéshﬁwmmmmﬁ
BRG]

While its support stems from visible gains such as roads, bridges, electricity, and metro
projects, these largely represent symbolic progress rather than transformative growth.
SU®] I TEa: TSP, qd, faerell, ok ael ufvdisrnsil S exaar= arlf § o g, S
TR AT 3 Sod et WIS W 1 a2 €|

Persistent structural issues, especially the absence of industrial employment, reveal a
widening gap between the optics of development and the substance of economic
change.

AR IIATHS JHATY, AW Nefie AR 1 L, faer o1 ofa 3R snffe
gf¥ad & adfdPdT & S Uh dedl @S B! IR BT & |

Infrastructure has become synonymous with progress, even as job creation and industrial
diversification lag behind.

gl gt @ wfa &1 vty 59 w1 8, Safd AWR gere $R i fafadiewor dis
E TR

The Patna Metro, for instance, strengthens the incumbent’s image but does little to address
the underlying employment deficit.
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Meanwhile, victory margins have steadily narrowed, with winners now representing barely
20% of registered voters.

9 &9, Sid BT SfaR TAR S g1 T §, 3R 3(d facidr gfea 3 usiipd Aagrarsii &
20% T UG F 51

Bihar’s urban paradox, therefore, is one of stability amid discontent: a sustained
incumbency built on visible governance, yet underpinned by a shrinking
representational base and unfulfilled structural transformation.

39 UBR, fogR #1 W6t fARUTHE Ue 01 ¢ OieT Sridiy & o9 fRuvar ¢ — Txaw= IRe
ggﬂﬂﬂiﬁwww S Hpfra wfafafire SR iR SR WIS uiRad R oot
|

Ideology versus Patronage

fRARYRT 9919 HRevEe

Bihar’s political divide today is shaped by two distinct but competing logics — the NDA’s
performance-driven governance model and the MGB’s populist, patronage-based
mobilisation.

311 fagR o1 Ieifae TS & sra-sren afds ufaaelf aof 9 [fffd § — Tdie @
WERH-STUTRT XM ATsd 3R THOE! BT ANPGHTG, TREVI-STLTIRT ST HTS |

Out of power for nearly two decades, the MGB has relied on redistributive assurances
rather than a record of governance.

TATHT G RIS I T 9 SR I8+ o HRUI, THeAHE! = U & Reble & qoid YAfGaRor
MY TR 4RI foan B

Its manifesto, ‘Tejashwi ka Prann’, exemplifies this approach, promising free electricity,
¥2,500 monthly transfers, job guarantees, and expanded livelihood schemes to appeal
to those excluded from Bihar’s uneven growth.

ST T ‘Aol BT YO 39 RS0 BT 330 3, s que farerett, 22,500 HIfde
TEITARUT, ATIR & MR, 3R faaria sefifawT asrrait o1 arer fan wan § arfes faeR
Dt U giex I dfed A DI MTepfRia fava o wa |

While the NDA projects the optics of visible development, the MGB seeks to convert
economic vulnerability into electoral support through welfare-based outreach.

51 TSI T fasT 9t Bfd IRqd a-dT ¢, 6] THdl Heamur-SmaTiid Tud & Ared
T Srffer SRREM &1 gAT wHdA & e B U™ HRaT g

These competing strategies show how deprivation and aspiration are transformed into
political legitimacy in a State still negotiating its path to economic transformation.

3 iRt SO e & o Rt FeBR AeT O SepTa a1 Srorfees e 3 e
o SiTa 8, faRiy =0 & 39 ¥a & o ot off sy enf¥fes ufvads & arf R g

This divide becomes even sharper when viewed through the lens of Bihar’s uneven
development map.

w?ﬁan%wﬁmmﬁa%%@ﬁwﬁé@w% 1 78 faure ok o e 8
dl g |

The NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), despite some methodological
limitations, shows how Bihar's composite poverty score improved from 0.265 in 2015-16
(NFHS-4) to 0.160 in 2019-21 (NFHS-5), with progress being spatially asymmetric.

W maT &1 sgemandt R gEwie @udtens), U $ ugiad st & dacg, 98
&1 & fo fogR &1 Wgad T THR 2015-16 (NFHS-4) T 0.265 T TTTHR 2019-21 (NFHS-
5) ¥ 0.160 B 71, gTcliich T8 WA & U | SRIAT &l |

District-level disparities in health, education, and living standards interact closely with
constituency-level political representation, shaping how development translates into
democracy.

T, e ok shtas wR & frar-wiig sRmman, Fafas - Jerifos
wfafAfta @ 9y U 3 2 53 ¢, O a8 99 81T & & e f5a yor deds o
EUidad gar g
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¢ In the Seemanchal belt, deprivation remains deeply entrenched. Madhepura records
some of the highest multidimensional poverty in the State and is also among its most
polltlcally contested areas.

&7 H 9T RIS | Wil g% @ 1 TERT Iy B e Sifie agemamy e o ava

T T § SIR I8 aaw i e U & ufawadf 8= 1 9w

e The Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 2020 analysis of the assembly
constituencies in the belt shows that while winners secured 49-55% of valid votes, their
representativeness (the share of total registered voters they actually spoke for) stood at only
around 30-33%.

THIRIURE W) 3HIhfed Rt (ADR) 2020 & fAREN0T & SIUR, 3T &7 &1 Ay
et o fastarstt 2 49-55% a4 qle U favy, A1 It wfaffRiedr (a usiigd Adaranstt &
I aRdfa® UfdHd@) dad 30-33% &l

¢ In the Araria and Purnia Assembly constituencies, Congress’s Abidur Rahman won 55%
of the votes but represented just 33% of the electorate, while the BJP’s Vijay Khemka held

53%, translating to 32%.

SRTYAT 3R gfofar fyam=ruT g H, S & Sifagr TeHH 7 55% dlie Siid dfdd bad 33%
Taerarsit &1 ufaffic fasan, Sefes ursTar & e Ut 7 53% die 1R oy o FHad
32% wfaf~fie o sed|

e This suggests that even where voter mobilisation is high, much of the electorate remains
outside the ambit of effective representation. )

S g Hohd e & o STef Waerar armed oifie g, 981 vt sifiei=r aegrar wurd
wfaffRia & TR 9 SR B

e Seemanchal’s politics thus thrives not on mass consensus but on targeted mobilisation,
where parties like Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and All India Majlis-e-lttehadul Muslimeen

(AIMIM) channel deprivation into political visibility through welfare networks and
community brokers.

P ST SIH-TgHd R ] afch aférd arHed )R 3uiid g, Sief
g%mm(em)ﬁmmmqwmmmm)ﬁ
o Aca®! MR ATGIRIG ARl & AT ¥ a1 P AP exadql § 96d

e Patna has an MPI of 0.107, with only 23.09% of residents multidimensionally poor, the
lowest in Bihar.

AT &1 THWSTS 0.107 ©, FSrad had 23.09% fArardt sgemmh wu 4 e § — ot fagr #
a9 ¢ |

e Yet ADR data shows that the average representativeness of Patna’s MLAs from Kumbhrar,
Bankipur, and Dlgha remains between 19% and 22%, despite high vote shares (54-59%).

fix t ADR & 3HTHS MM § [ PR, IR 3R $rar ¥ ve & fyuras! $t
ufafafiredr 19% | 22% & 9 §, Safd 3% 9l WA 54-59% & o9 R |

o These are among the least representative constituencies in the State, reflecting not
apathy but fragmentation within an urbanised electorate.
Y I B JaA Y yfaf~fremar arett Wel & wfid 8, S Igrii=an 78t afew wgdtpa
Haerar a7 & W e &1 gifd 51

o The BJP continues to dominate, but shrinking margins and lower representational depth
indicate that voters now evaluate governance through performance-based criteria rather
than patronage.
YTSIYT &1 T ST §HT §, Afh1 gea 3R 3R et wfaf=iftres we=rs ug Wbha <<t 8 fs
3fd HASTdT TREIUIATE & Fol WeRIH-SeTfd AFEs) WR AR &1 Hedih- HR I3 & |

Nalanda offers a midpoint on this continuum

ATl 39 fARavdT UR U Heafdg ugd &edr 8

¢ Nalanda offers a midpoint on this continuum. With an MPI of 0.142 and roughly 30% poverty
headcount, its constituencies like Nalanda and Rajgir show vote shares around 39-43% and
representativeness near 23%.

TTeiel 39 fARARd IR Ue Jefdg URdd HRal ¢ 1 0.142 & MPI 3R TTHT 30% TS SUTd &
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1Y, 39 fFafe &7 ST ATl 3R ISR H 39-43% die AR 3R TTHT 23% Ufaffia
fears T g

e These consistent figures reflect a more stable form of developmental politics, where citizens
participate not to claim welfare, but to preserve a governance model centred on
infrastructure, electrification, and women’s empowerment.

3 QT Sfichs FArpTaTEHD ST B U 3ifiieh [RR & B € 2, el A Fearor
U B &b Tl U YT AISH B §H1E I/ & o HIT dd 8 ot gf~andl @i,
faggedieRur ok wfgen wxfdmeo R Ha 3

e This intermediate zone represents an electorate negotiating between old-style welfare
mobilisation and newer governance-based appeals.

Ig TeAad! & Th T4 HdaKdT av 1 Ufd-1id aXdl § off R UPR & HeaTul-STTRd Jerd
3R T ATH-3MUTRA SATIEl & 19 Jqad s @I 8|

Further west, Bhojpur and Begusarai illustrate how development can recalibrate
democratic meaning ] )

uf3m ot %hv WISTYR 3R SR =1fa & f e deqaite rdf @ $1 q=: ufevfa
DY Hhdl

e MPI values have declined sharply — Bhojpur from 0.188 to 0.121 and Begusarai from
0.259 to 0.128, while ADR data shows winners securing 39-46% of votes and representing
23-27% of the electorate.

MP1 919 § a1 fRTaE 311 8 — WISTqR # 0.188 | 0.121 3R S[ERTT # 0.259 W 0.128, SIafdh
%Dgwmﬁ%%ﬁ@maﬁ%g%%aﬁzmmsﬂ?23-27%naamraﬁ$rtrl%|ﬁfﬁc—q'
|

e Here, legitimacy derives less from numerical majority and more from administrative
performance.

TgT JUT HRATHD TgAT I HH 3R TRIS el I 31w urd gl 81

Develeﬁment-to Democracy Curve in Bihar

fapr™T A dieda ot 3R aP

o Ultimately, Bihar’s district and constituency patterns together trace a development-to-
democracy curve.

3faa:, f[eR & o 3R Mot & e U faera | dieda @t 3R 9% &1 guid ||

o Welfare politics, however, continues to retain symbolic power: with nutrition deprivation
above 50% and maternal health deficits near 37%, central schemes remain electorally
salient.

gIcifh, HeaToT ST el UclichTereh IfekT ST I H §: 50% & 3fRre TIUT U 3R TRTHIT
37% T WA "I & 1Y, Bed T gA1dT ©U J URifE o+t 3§t g

Two Bihars

4l fosR

o The Bihar election thus emerges as a decisive ideological contest between the “two
Bihars.”

39 TR fagR g9 ) fgR” & &9 1o Ruiae durie ol & w0 § S1Rar |

e The ruling alliances still continue to rely on clientelism, targeting high-poverty regions
where deprivation-driven mobilisation ensures turnout but stifles competitiveness, treating
welfare as a recurring political performance.

G MSAY 3 Wi Farge et R AR #53d 8, 3= T ardd & & wiféed dd U e
FEI-STTRE FeTa HagH AT Rl g Afc Ufagel &1 b §, 3R HeaTul I Th
anaﬁwﬁ%uah%wﬁé@m%

¢ In contrast, a newly anchored Jan Suraaj seeks to fracture this old order by mobilising
around a “governance-first” narrative.
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e |t challenges the transactional model sustained by cash transfers and symbolic schemes.
;EWBWRR‘UTG?R T3 RT ST 71T AF-3 STy Aisd & It ol

I

o The assembly verdict will determine whether Bihar remains anchored to dependency or
transitions toward a new politics of evaluative scrutiny, where poverty no longer
guarantees loyalty but demands accounta

bility.
ﬁaﬂwmmma@mmﬁﬁﬁgﬂ%ﬁﬁm@mmmmﬁ%
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Let’s talk FIRE: should you
really retire at 40 in India?

While many debate raising the retirement age to 60, 62, or even 65, a new breed of professionals

dreams of stopping at 40. Is FIRE smart, sensible, and sustainable, or a fantasy garbed as freedom?

EARLY INDEPENDENCE QQ

Vaishali R Venkat

hile de-
bates are
galore

about rais-

ing the bar of the retire-
ment age to 60, 62, or even
65, a new breed of profes-
sionals dreams of quitting
the rat race at 40 or in their
early 40s. These chill pro-
fessionals underpin an
idea that gained traction in
the United States - FIRE.

Soon, the FIRE move-
ment engulfed social me-
dia platforms, finance fo-
rums, and money blogs.
The FIRE may be hot
among dreamers; it may be
a fantasy or fantastic on
paper, but beneath the
hashtags lies a tougher
question. Is it really that
cool and realistic in India?
Let’s stoke the fire and see
what sparks fly...

‘What is FIRE?

FIRE stands for Financial
Independence, Retire Ear-
ly. It’'s a movement or a
concept that encourages
people to save aggressively
and invest consistently
right from their 20s, so
that by the time they reach
40, they have the option to
quit the job and ‘enjoy life’
on their own terms.

At the outset, the formu-
la seems almost too sim-
ple. It promotes frugality
and minimalist living, urg-
ing people to pour most of
their income into mutual
funds, stocks, or index
ETFs, and let the magic of
compounding do the hea-
vy lifting while you sleep.

Those who swear by it

The idea caught fire in
the US. after the 2008
crisis, and Indian
millennials also jumped
onto the bandwagon,
lured by finance
influencers

dream of freedom; say for
instance, no bosses, no
Monday blues, no daily
commute, no deadlines,
no pressure. Just travelling
the world or spending
quality time on hobbies.
The idea caught fire in the
U.S. after the 2008 crisis,
and Indian millennials also
jumped onto the bandwa-
gon, lured by finance in-
fluencers promising early
independence. But what
looks like a straight, clean
road to freedom may, in
fact, turn out to be a steep,
rickety uphill climb.

Kindling the FIRE

To keep the FIRE burning,
you need a precise blend of
spark and fuel. That is,
consistently save 50-70% of
income, build a corpus
roughly 25-30 times your
annual expenses, and in-
vest wisely for the best re-
turns. On paper, the target
might promise indepen-
dence, but in practice, it
demands near-perfect dis-
cipline and unusually high
income-to-expense ratio.
Across the world, the FIRE
movement has evolved in-
to offshoots such as Lean
FIRE, Fat FIRE, Coast
FIRE, and Barista FIRE,
each reflecting a different
equation between saving,
spending, and freedom.

ee

With rising living costs,

unpredictable returns,
and longer lifespans, the
dream of retiring at 40
may be a little shaky,
especially when life
throws many a curveball

Gravity of uncertainty
Escaping the grind sounds
liberating, but life is always
uncertain, and none of us
knows what’s in store.
Healthcare costs age faster
than we do, and they're
never free. Family respon-
sibilities will never vanish
into thin air. Inflation
doesn’t retire when you
do. With rising living costs,
unpredictable returns, and
longer lifespans, the dream
of retiring at 40 may be a
little shaky, especially
when life throws one of its
many curveballs. It may
sound philosophical, even
a touch existential, but
that’s undeniable.

Against this backdrop,
the problem of FIRE enters
the frame.

As of today, India lacks a
strong social security net
or a dependable public
pension system.

Further, the insurance
sector is still evolving, with
limited coverage and low
penetration.  Therefore,
one medical emergency
can derail even the best-
laid plans.

Most Indians depend
heavily on salary income
and only a small segment
enjoys the cushion of fami-
ly wealth or reliable pas-
sive income. For everyone
else, the margin for error is

painfully thin. Just one
wrong assumption or a sin-
gle bad year, and the FIRE
dream can quickly turn in-
to an inferno consuming
the very forest it once pro-
mised to illuminate.

Let’s assume that all the
plans on paper are picture-
perfect, and the math
works, covering uncertain-
ty, inflation, and every if
and but. Yet, another chal-
lenge waits quietly in the
wings.

When the mind-clock
stops ticking, what then?
Stillness can be seductive,
but it can also summon the
devil’s workshop.

A free brain, without
purpose or structure, can
become its own worst ene-
my. Work, for all its chaos
and deadlines, gives life
rhythm, identity, meaning,
and purpose. Seeking plea-
sure in work and activity is
the real solution, not seek-
ing pleasure in idleness or
freedom from work. With-
out a clear plan, for money
and for how to spend one’s
time, early retirement can
quietly turn from freedom
into fog, and from fog into
confinement.

India’s real FIRE
India’s march toward be-
coming the world’s third-
largest economy will be po-
wered not by early exits,
but by its sherpas: sharp,
active minds and tireless
hands that shape the na-
tion. The Western idea of
FIRE may promise escape;
India’s Agni blazes with
purpose, propelling pro-
gress and participation.
(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certified Wealth
Manager and certified in
NISM’s Research Analyst
module)
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Let’s talk FIRE: should you really retire at 40 in India?
3TST §Td B< FIRE $I: T IRad H mﬁ4oaﬂwﬁ@mﬁqﬁ3ﬁmﬂ€r%9

¢ While many debate raising the retirement age to 60, 62,
or even 65, a new breed of professionals dreams of
stopping at 40. Is FIRE smart, sensible, and sustainable, or
a fantasy garbed as freedom?

9 s AN \aT-Igi 3Tg Y 60, 62 TT Tgi a (P 65 T = 3
P 96T R T68 P B ©, o] U s URIR gt 40 TR -
P B GO @ | T FIRE A, faseiad eﬁvwfﬁc—q’mm% T
AT & ARV | TP Hed-T 1 572

o While debates are galore about raising the bar of the retirement age to 60, 62, or
even 65, a new breed of professionals dreams of quitting the rat race at 40 or in their
early 40s.

Wd YaTgRT 31 &1 60, 62 AT 65 I A TG TR 64 IR 8, 6 T =18 Uig! & U=
40 T T AT 40 F TS & A} BIS BT YU G R B

e These chill professionals underpin an idea that gained traction in the United States —
FIRE.

Y RS URIAR 39 faaR &1 J0L FRd ¢ off Wgad Ied SRSt § Alwiy gaf
- FIRE.

e Soon, the FIRE movement engulfed social media platforms, finance forums, and
money blogs.
ST &1, FIRE 3figia = Ixrer Mifsar wewid, faxfta wal oik a=it sar & oot
Tue ¥ o form

o The FIRE may be hot among dreamers; it may be a fantasy or fantastic on paper, but
beneath the hashtags lies a tougher question — is it really that cool and realistic in
India?
FIRE WUcRgl # diefig 8 IhdT §; I8 IS IR AMER I HeuIHS T Tl g,
Afp arafadar & YRd A g fora=1 araeTR® 8, 98 U H3T Uy |

o Let’s stoke the fire and see what sparks fly...

3{TST 9 AT B HSHIT 3R <4 fo a1 Fmfar st 2.

What is FIRE?
FIRE T 87

¢ FIRE stands for Financial Independence, Retire Early. It's a movement or a
concept that encourages people to save aggressively and invest consistently right
from their 20s.

FIRE T Gﬂf? Financial Independence, Retire Early (ﬁ?ﬁ'q LEGEGIR ]
Jarfgi) | T8 Te T Sfigier a1 faaR g S @Rl &l 310 20 & <R1% | & SMThriD

FY A T P4 3R PR e #31 & fiw g s=ar gl

o The idea is that by the time they reach 40, they have the option to quit the job and
enjoy life on their own terms.
ST 35} U8 & [ o9 7 40 9 F} 3y ab Ugd, O 39 U sl BieA 8k
SOt 27l R g A &1 faweu g

e The formula promotes frugality and minimalist living, urging people to invest most
of their income into mutual funds, stocks, or index ETFs, letting compounding do
the rest.
73 3R fraerft oiv <graw sha=gieh & ggrar <1 3, SR ANl & 378 ST g s
ammmq@wm VR T SIS ST | Faw R 3R ahgfes

—

TSl &1 B B < o

e Those who swear by it dream of freedom — no bosses, no Monday blues, no A
deadlines. o
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e The idea caught fire in the U.S. after the 2008 crisis, and Indian millennials joined
in, lured by finance influencers promising early independence.

ugﬁaﬁzoos%?amw%maﬁhmﬁmgsn 3R YR
frefrae 1 faxfta gurasnferal graees) & s & sav i g1 |

e But what looks like a clean road to freedom ma% turn out to be a steep &%_\'I" climb.

QAfe1 ot O Taerar @1 3R Fer s AT 8, 98 IRaa & us wfew
ECERIECA RSN

Kindling the FIRE
FIRE I ST @1

www.patrioticias.in

e To keep the FIRE burning, one must save 50-70% of income, build a corpus 25-30
times annual expenses, and invest wisely.

FIRE ®I 9TaTT 7@ & I, fad o1 SiU=1 31T BT 50-70% AT, qTi® Tl &
25-30 TAT1 BT HIY T, 3R JTAUTIYdD 31 HAT 3G F B |

e It demands near-perfect discipline and a high income-to-expense ratio.
T TTHAT U SR 3R ST 3(T9-304 3UTd &1 HiT HRll ¢ |

o The FIRE movement has evolved into Lean FIRE, Fat FIRE, Coast FIRE, and
Barista FIRE, each reflectmg different savings and lifestyle approaches.

FIRE 3o 3 o9 FIRE, B¢ FIRE, P FIRE, 3R ST FIRE o @01 &
PRI 8 T 8, o Fet e 3R Sha=rsie Hfsel &1 a2 2|

Gravity of Uncertainty
DI HRR

e Escaping the grind sounds liberating, but life is uncertain. Healthcare costs rise,
responsibilities remain, and inflation never retires.

T T G S @t 8, dfo Sitas sifif¥a 81 ey SauTa &t anrd
Sed! Tl 8, e st Ted 8, ik garedifa saft Yarfrgw 78 gt

e With rising costs, unpredictable returns, and longer lifespans, the dream of retiring
at 40 may be fragile.

gl AT, AT e iR el 3Ry & A1, 40 99 & Aar=gia &1 qu=m fRR
I9d & TH T &

¢ |ndia lacks a strong social security net or dependable pension system.
YR & 3t off ot o Ram womelt a1 i URH et &7 3uTd ¢ |

e The insurance sector is evolving; one medical emergency can derail all FIRE
plans.

&1 &7 snft faepRRid 81 @1 7; v Rifdaita smura fRAfY 91it FIRE dismrelt &
SRR B bl B

o Most Indians rely on salary income, and only a small section enjoys family wealth
or passive income.
SHYPBIR YR e 31 R MR §, SR Sad T it o uriariye |ufxy ar
fAfera oma &1 Ay Iorar g1

¢ One wrong assumption or a bad year can turn the FIRE dream into an inferno.
WﬂgﬁaﬂqﬂmwaﬁFlRE & U P fIARISRY 31T (inferno) ¥ Sad
Yahdl gl

Purpose and the Mind

35T 3R 7 BT &=

e Even if the math works perfectly, when the mind-clock stops ticking, a new void
emerges.

Ho &1 U I ke Tl B, STa WA P IS) TP Sl @, ol T @reiiy dar giaT g
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A free brain without purpose can become its own enemy.

Th

o T W4 &1 e 9T I 97 IHal g |

Work gives life rhythm, meaning, and purpose. True satisfaction lies in finding joy
in activity, not in idleness.

&1 Sita &Y
2, ey # gl

4, 3 3R L U FHRT 8 | T A Afeaan # g Wiom

Without a clear plan for money and time, early retirement can become a fog
leading to confinement.

I ¢ SR T & IUUNT Pt [T AT 7 g, N =fter Aanfrgir wadzran @ deq
TP P! IE1 & Tl g

India’s Real FIRE
HRd PT dRdfdP FIRE

India’s progress toward becoming the world’s third-largest economy depends not
on early exits, but on active minds and tireless hands.

HRd Bl

AfaTspY 3R Sruw Hifa R Fk HRar gl

e The Western idea of FIRE may promise escape; India’s Agni symbolizes purpose and
progress.

FIRE &1 i3} faam 4 € URT &1 a1e1 Y, R YRd 31 31f ITxT 3R wiifa &1 Ui g1
Jihadist and ‘bandit’ groups’ violence,
inter-religious clashes haunt Nigeria

Even as Trump flags ‘existential threat’ to Christians of the country, Nigerian Minister says, ‘There is no genocide, now or ever’; the conflict in central

T8 g St srdfagawdt s &1 A e Jarfgit w e, afew afsea

Nigeria is frﬁuentlﬁ ﬁrtrayed as inter-religious but generally stems from competition over land access; both Muslims and Christians are victims

Agence France-Presse
LAGOS

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump on Fri-
day listed Nigeria as

a “Country of Particular
Concern” (CPC) over what
he called an “existential
threat” to the African na-
tion’s Christian popula-
tion. The decision follows
months of lobbying by U.S.
officials, who argue that
Christians in Africa’s most
populous country are fac-
ing a “genocide”, a claim
that Abuja denies.

What is the situation?
Nigeria is consumed by se-
curity issues. Its northeast-
ern region is at the epi-
centre of a Boko Haram
jihadist insurgency, which
has killed more than
40,000 people and dis-
placed more than two mil-
lion since 2009, according
to the United Nations.

Boko Haram and a splin-
ter group, Islamic State
West Africa Province (IS-
WAP), remain active des-
pite being weakened in re-
cent years.

In central Nigeria, ma-
jority-Muslim herders have
repeatedly clashed with
majority-Christian  farm-
ers. The conflict is fre-
quently portrayed as inter-

Under attack: A drone view (left) of Christians depamng St. Peter and Paul Cathollc Church aftera
Sunday mass in Palmgrove, Lagos, Nigeria on Sunday. REUTERS

religious but generally
stems from competition
over land access.

In the northwest, com-
munities are terrorised by
criminal gangs known lo-
cally as “bandits”: they at-
tack villages, kill and kid-
nap in exchange for
ransoms and set houses
alight after pillaging them.

“There is no genocide,
now or ever, in Nigeria,”
Foreign Minister Yusuf
Tuggar said on X on
Saturday.

1. Conservative politi-
cians. In March, U.S. Con-

gressman Chris Smith
called for Nigeria to be list-
ed as a CPC, and in early
October, U.S. Senator Ted
Cruz and Congressman Ri-
ley Moore accused the Ni-
gerian government of turn-
ing a blind eye to the “mass
murder” of Christians.

Their statements reso-
nated with elements of the
European far-right, includ-
ing Polish member of the
European Parliament Do-
minik Tarczynski.

2. Pro-Christian organi-
sations. In 2023, the NGO
Open Doors published a

report, which stated that
“89 percent of Christians
martyred worldwide are in
one country - Nigeria”.

The Dutch organisation
is engaged in Christian
proselytism  worldwide,
particularly through Bible
distribution, and its report
is regularly cited by U.S.
politicians calling for sanc-
tions against Nigeria.

In 2023, its U.S. branch
broke away to launch its
own organisation, Global
Christian Relief - also
building a narrative to
frame Nigeria as “the

world’s centre of Christian
martyrs”.

3. Biafran separatists.
Named after the southern
region that was ravaged by
a civil war between 1967
and 1970, which claimed at
least one million civilian
lives, Biafran separatists
have long argued that
Christians are persecuted
in Nigeria.

The exiled Biafra Repu-
blic Government, led by
separatist Simon Ekpa, has
hired a lobbyist in Wash-
ington, former Congress-
man Jim Moran, to raise
awareness about its sepa-
ratist aims and alleged
Christian persecution.

What do numbers say?
Ladd Serwat, senior Africa
analyst at the U.S. think
tank Armed Conflict Loca-
tion & Event Data (ACLED),
told AFP that Islamist vio-
lence is “indiscriminate”
and does not respect reli-
gious differences.

Claims that up to
100,000 Christians have
been killed are an “overes-
timation”, said Mr. Serwat.

According to ACLED da-
ta provided to AFP, 52,915
civilians have been killed in
targeted political assassina-
tions since 2009, including
both Muslims and
Christians.

Claims that up to
100,000 Christians

have been killed are
an “overestimation”,
says an analyst

The data shows that
there were at least 389 cas-
es of violence targeting
Christians between 2020
and 2025, resulting in at
least 318 deaths. During the
same period, 197 attacks
targeted Muslims, causing
at least 418 deaths.

Consequences
Nigeria’s CPC designation
may lead to U.S. sanctions
against Abuja, such as eco-
nomic measures or travel
restrictions. Mr. Trump
had listed Nigeria as a CPC
during his first mandate,
but the decision was re-
versed by his successor Joe
Biden.

The U.S. restricted visas
for Nigerians in July, limit-
ing them to three months,

as part of the Trump admi-
nistration’s migration
crackdown.

Massad Boulos, Mr.
Trump’s senior adviser for
Arab and African affairs,
said in mid-October that ji-
hadist groups in Nigeria
“are killing more Muslims
than Christians”.
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Jihadist and ‘bandit’ groups’ violence, inter-religious clashes haunt Nigeria

forerdY ok s a TuE! #1 i, siar-urfife Tod Argsifyar #) Jard &

o Even as Trump flags ‘existential threat’ to Christians of the country, Nigerian
Minister says, “There is no genocide, now or ever.”
STafd g = 4%T & STgal & g «3ifaeTa @Ay’ &1 ada ol 5, ATgeiiNarg wAt
A T, rgonfar & ofF a1 Bt 1t P RIER LT R 17

o The conflict in central Nigeria is frequently portrayed as inter-religious, but
generally stems from competition over land access; both Muslims and Christians
are victims.

e ATgeniaT &1 "y SRR e Tad & wu o foam oi1ar 8, dfd araa d ug
%{&raﬁugaaﬁﬁwuﬁwufﬁmmé; gfeTw ik 918 31 81 39 RIaR
|

e U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday listed Nigeria as a “Country of Particular
Concern (CPC)” over what he called an “existential threat” to the African nation’s
Christian population.

SIFTeS ¢/ - YEHaAR $I ATgeiar & “faRiy frar arem d=1 (cpcy
i fpar, 5 I 3pie! T Pt AT MaTd! & AT &I @R am|

e The decision follows months of lobbying by U.S. officials, who argue that Christians
in Africa’s most populous country are facing a “genocide”, a claim that Abuja
denies.
g5 Aoy smfvat siftraival & W=t & aifaT Jaril & 16 1, S db od © &
NBYPT F A 3P THET ATt A H SIS “~RASR” BT JHT IR 38 & — ord
SOl PR A THR fa|

What is the situation?

Rufawmg?

e Nigeria is consumed by security issues.
ArgentaT TR JRem Juwns I SR w8l

¢ |ts northeastern region is at the epicentre of a Boko Haram jihadist insurgency,
which has killed more than 40,000 people and displaced over two million since
2009, according to the United Nations.
I AP & SR, ATgSHRar & IoR-gdf &= & it g Rrgrd fasis 5 A7,
fSRI 2009 ¥ 39 T 40,000 & S AR Pt 14 ot 3R 20 TG A HRUF B
e fear g1

e Boko Haram and its splinter group Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)
remain active despite being weakened in recent years.
P! I 3R ITD! AT SIATRIP W AT 3MIBIPHT Uid (ISWAP) B & o |
FHUGR 81 & FIav[S i § 1

¢ In central Nigeria, majority-Muslim herders have repeatedly clashed with majority-
Christian farmers.
YT ATgSNGT H, S5 gfead TRarel ofR S5l s9Ts [parl & g IR-GR
THE G B

e The conflict is portrayed as inter-religious, but it generally stems from competition
over land access.
Tg dud enfife Tud & U & U o5 S €, afds anaa & a8 Yy wR fHisor a5t
wfaeguf & Iue |

¢ In the northwest, communities are terrorised by criminal gangs known locally as
“pbandits”; they attack villages, kill and kidnap for ransoms, and burn houses after
looting.
ITR-UFH Argeifvar §, Wiy ©u § “Sohd” $g - d1d RIS RIg Tial )R
aﬁaw@mﬁ%,ﬁﬁ%%qmﬁwmm%, 3R Feure & 91¢ TR H 3RT M

I
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e “There is no genocide, now or ever, in Nigeria,” said Foreign Minister Yusuf
Tuggar on X on Saturday.
ATgSiaT & 3@ a1 Ut W SIS RHeR 81 go,” T fadwr w4t ggw gvr A
AR &I T (X) TR FET

Conservative politicians

¢ In March, U.S. Congressman Chris Smith called for Nigeria to be listed as a CPC,
and in early October, U.S. Senator Ted Cruz and Congressman Riley Moore
accused the Nigerian government of ignoring “mass murder” of Christians.

et A, AR wivrg fp fRry 3 rgeiiftar & cpe = § ST &1 7R &Y, 3R
TR P IR T, AR Fex 2 ot IR Fiwg AT TR F TSRS TR
IR STl i “ATfeP TAT” B ToRS{GIS DR BT HRIT TN

e Their statements resonated with elements of the European far-right, including
Polish MEP Dominik Tarczynski.
o zftrel €, & S 7o

Pro-Christianoorganisations
w-f3pf g Te

o In 2023, the NGO Open Doors published a report stating that “89% of Christians
martyred worldwide are in one country — Nigeria.”

2023 ¥, TSI 319 S = T KUl gaiiRid &t fored ovel 1 6 “fagwr d AR
T 89% ST Had TP ¢ — ATgeiNal —H §1”

o The Dutch organisation is engaged in Christian proselytism worldwide,
especially through Bible distribution, and its report is often cited by U.S. politicians
seeking sanctions against Nigeria.

I8 9 Ao AR & $ars o yar | 9fthy ©, fasives argfae faavor & me 9,
%ﬁ?sﬂﬁﬁqﬁﬁaﬁhﬁwﬁquﬁvﬂm“uﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁwww
|
o In 2023, its U.S. branch broke away to launch Global Christian Relief, building a
narrative framing Nigeria as “the world’s centre of Christian martyrs.”

2023 7, 391 MY 2rRaT 3@ giax Tarad fpfia feftw 9w Sre o+, st
TEoNRaT & “$HTS ATl BT AP P F U | U B Bl HUT TR

Biafran separatists

o Named after the southern region that was ravaged by a civil war (1967-1970)
claiming at least one million civilian lives, Biafran separatists have long argued
that Christians are persecuted in Nigeria.
<feoft &3 & AW W, S 1967-1970 & [eg= H daT8 g3 3R o o7 q &7 o
G ARSI B Y g3, fFampT srermaartea 2 dd I9g 3 98 aral fear g i
Argefifear & éw?:q‘r W QTR il 2|

o The exiled Biafra Republic Government, led by Simon Ekpa, has hired former
U.S. Congressman Jim Moran as a lobbyist in Washington to raise awareness
about separatist aims and Christian persecution.

fSaTTpT TURTSY TR, ForRIeHT A ATaH- THUT IR I3 €, 7 aIfRiTeT
qﬁaﬁﬁaﬁmﬁwﬁwﬁwaﬁw%wﬁﬁwm%aﬁ?m
Il 3R $1S IafiS & IR | TR dl §¢Ts off I |
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What do numbers say?

3PS T HEd 872

Ladd Serwat, senior Africa analyst at ACLED, told AFP that Islamist violence is
“indiscriminate” and does not respect religious differences.

ACLED & aRy 31ieT favave s Haie 3 Tuhtl of 9dm fo gwart &
«3ferger § SR g8 nfife Agura &1 I T8 Rt

Claims that up to 100,000 Christians have been killed are an “overestimation,”
said Mr. Serwat.

ds Fafe & IUR, I8 a1 fa 100,000 $TTS AR 7T, “Sfazrfwr g1
According to ACLED data, 52,915 civilians have been killed in targeted political
assassinations since 2009, including both Muslims and Christians.

ACLED $eT & 3dR 2009@%%52915maﬁua=ﬁﬁ$a%meﬁﬁ
1Y Es 8, ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂeﬁ?@éﬁm%l

The data shows 389 cases of violence targeting Christians (2020—2025) causing
318 deaths, and 197 attacks targeting Muslims causing 418 deaths.

ST T & fb 2020 & 2025 & &9 389 f§0® TN Swrsal | e off, foms 318
M g%, Safd 197 g9a e R gU 5H 418 @ &1 Yg g5 |

Consequences

Nigeria’s CPC designation may lead to U.S. sanctions such as economic
measures or travel restrictions.

ESNRAT BT CPC HIYUN & URUFRaEY st ufaasy, S enffe wew aramn
wfiee, T o 9ad & |

Trump had listed Nigeria as a CPC during his first term, but the decision was
reversed by Joe Biden.

T A 3O UgA BIADBIA | ATSoNAl B CPC It & fiya fasan o1, dfds ot args=
ﬁwﬁﬁqﬁwﬁm

The U.S. restricted visas for Nigerians in July, limiting them to three months, as
part of the Trump administration’s migration crackdown.

AR A Farg & Argeiiars Al & e uR ufady amn, 3 9 w9 ab
d B a1 — I8 TH U= 1 Taei —ifd @1 Wit o1 g ol

Massad Boulos, Trump’s senior adviser for Arab and African affairs, said in mid-
October that jihadist groups in Nigeria “are killing more Muslims than Christians.”
TS g, S ¢f & 3R X PP Arel & Iy TAEPR ¢, 7 Sragay a8
¥ w1 & Treiiar & Rrerd g “Sargal #t g & sifre gfeast &1 7R 38 817
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GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 03 11_2025

1.

ISRO launches advanced GSAT-7R, India’s heaviest communication
satellite

TIRY A IFA SiIE-73R, HRd $T 994 HRI 99R IUIE A1 far

2.
PM to launch %1 lakh cr. fund at science conclave today
TYTTHET 3T fagm TWad # 21 ARG HRAS FT BV IR B
3.
ICMR seeks partners to develop antibody against Nipah virus
ATHIR A Fu1R IRy & Raare arst fasRa o3 & fag
YRERT &1 7T 31
4,
Experts join hands for Ramsar site tag for wetlands in Assam
sanctuary
A AUIRYG | MEYF & e Ir0iR Arge @ gg faxivsii &1 uae
U
5.
Tri-services exercise Trishul begins today, to strengthen joint combat
preparedness
-ar AT FARE oet | URY, VYo g5 da¥dl di geg I & fag
6.
Depressing pattern
7. | Cruising ahead
3T F&dT §3T B
8.
Are social media platforms dying a slow death?
&1 AR Hfsar @ewrd fR-oR 1R @ &2
9.
Growing Indian women power on global ships
AfYy SrgTSll R URAH Afgarsit #1 ged! wfaa
10.

Digital marketing is incomplete without Piyush Pandey doctrine

f$forea wrdbfen figqy uie frsia & fomm srgfi @
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How Kerala eradicated extreme poverty

IA A AU T BT S GHIE

A drone view shows workers removing water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes), an invasive plant
species that impedes navigation and fishing, from the EI Cerron Grande reservoir in El
Salvador, on September 10. The plant has forced some3,000 fishermen off the lake and has
cost the local economy at least $1.3 million.
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ISRO launches advanced

GSAT-7R, India’s heaviest

communication satellite
feS 1 S&aT |

Saurabh Trivedi
Vasudevan Mukunth
NEW DELHI/CHENNAI

The Indian Space Research
Organisation on Sunday
successfully launched the
Indian Navy’s advanced
communication satellite
GSAT-7R (CMS-03) from the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota.

The indigenously de-
signed and developed sa-
tellite, weighing approxi-
mately 4,400 kg, is India’s
heaviest communication
satellite to date and marks
a major milestone in
strengthening the Navy’s
space-based communica-
tions and maritime do-
main awareness.

The ISRO launched the
rocket aboard its most po-
werful launch vehicle, the
LVM3, on its M5 mission.
The lift-off took place at
about 5.26 p.m. from the
second launch pad, and
mission control soon con-
firmed that the satellite
had been successfully in-
serted into a geosynchro-
nous transfer orbit (GTO).

This is the heaviest In-
dian-built communications
satellite launched from In-
dian soil so far. Because of
the high mass of the
GSAT-7R, the launch vehi-
cle targeted a standard
GTO; once there, the satel-
lite will raise and circular-
ise its orbit using its on-
board propulsion systems.

Boost to self-reliance

The Navy said that
equipped with state-of-the-
art indigenous compo-
nents, the GSAT-7R would
provide robust and secure
telecommunication cover-
age across the Indian
Ocean Region. Its ad-
vanced payload features
transponders supporting

LVM3-Ms lifts off carrying the GSAT-7R communication satellite from
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on Sunday. X/@ISRO

voice, data, and video links
over multiple communica-
tion bands, ensuring seam-
less connectivity between
the Navy’s ships, subma-
rines, aircraft, and Mari-
time Operations Centres.

The launch highlights
India’s growing self-re-
liance in space technology
and the Navy’s commit-
ment to safeguarding na-
tional maritime interests, it
said.

It stands as a testament
to Aatmanirbhar Bharat,
enabling the armed forces
to operate with enhanced
situational awareness and
secure, high-capacity com-
munication links in com-
plex maritime environ-
ments, it added.

The launch also demon-
strated the capacity of the

LVM3 rocket to routinely
handle four-tonne-plus sa-
tellites to GTO from India,
reducing dependence on
foreign launchers for hea-
vy communications satel-
lites as well as feeding di-
rectly into ISRO’s
preparations for Gaga-
nyaan, its maiden human
spaceflight programme,
which plans to use an
evolved LVM3 variant.
“ISRO has successfully
launched the heaviest GEO
communication satellite
from Indian soil,” ISRO
Chairman V. Narayanan
posted on X following the
successful launch. “The In-
dian space sector is soaring
high to provide valuable
services to the user com-
munity in and around the
Indian region,” he added.

- ISRO launches advanced

GSAT-7R, India’s heaviest
communication satellite

IR A IFA SIE-793R,
YR BT a9 HR IR
IuUE A fpar

. The Indian Space Research
Organisation on Sunday
successfully launched the Indian
Navy’s advanced communication
satellite GSAT-7R (CMS-03) from
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota.

fIaR BT YR idfver e
TS (FIRN) 7 HRAGHT AT &S
I TR IUTUE Sie-73MR
[feraeH-03) &1 diefeter fR@
=T A Sfafvet Fw 9

I adgde Hafad faan

. The indigenously
designed and developed
satellite, weighing approximately
4,400 kg, is India’s heaviest
communication satellite to date
and marks a major milestone in
strengthening the Navy’s space-
based communications and
maritime domain awareness.

TTHT 4,400 fHFAITH goi-t T8
ol ¥U 4 fEergT iR

IUUE, 3§ b BT URd
BT I U IR IUUE © 3R
g TR & Sfafves-murd TR
3R T &7 SREPar B
gmaaaﬂﬁﬁwnea@fmﬁ
|

o The ISRO launched the
rocket aboard its most powerful
launch vehicle, the LVM3, on its
M5 mission.

SR 7 3T e WfRTATEA GETT

I TAdITH3 9 9 TH5 FmE &
ded dr= fear|

. The lift-off took place at
about 5.26 p.m. from the second

launch pad, and mission control soon confirmed that the satellite had been

successfully inserted into a geosynchronous transfer orbit (GTO).

HY A T 5.26 Tof ISM W 7T 3R Wes g B=H Faao 3 4 1 i
I B! HAAYdD Y-THPI P TITATARUT BT (Sicta) & wfd & foar mar g1

GO aur
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e This is the heaviest Indian-built communications satellite launched from Indian
soil so far.
Ig 3F I URGR YA | Af=a forar a1 gad yRl W= J9R SuuE ¢

o Because of the high mass of the GSAT-7R, the launch vehicle targeted a standard
GTO; once there, the satellite will raise and circularise its orbit using its onboard

propulsion systems.

Gﬂ?g‘e-mn'\f & I UR & HRUT V&Y I = D Sitete S &7 ST, 981 ugaH
¥ 91¢ IUUE 3T TS HUNG HUITS T SUTRT R 3T Bl Bl HaT 3R
MATHR T

Boost to self-reliance
G

e The Navy said that equipped with state-of-the-art indigenous components, the
GSAT-7R would provide robust and secure telecommunication coverage across
the Indian Ocean Region.

Wﬁm%mﬁmwﬁaﬁ@wﬁaﬁ#m%ﬁmﬁaﬁ
OISR GRI& GREAR Haet Y& BN

e lIts advanced payload features transponders supporting voice, data, and video
links over multiple communication bands, ensuring seamless connectivity between
the Navy’s ships, submarines, aircraft, and Maritime Operations Centres.
& 3I9d UdIS H $3 HaR d8f IR a1, SeT iR difeat foiw o1 auda o arat
Ui T €, ST A9 & Siereil, Tgfeyal, fammy 3fiR Tl wareq Fal &
o T Pfaefadt AT Brd 7

e The launch highlights India’s growing self-reliance in space technology and the
Navy’s commitment to safeguarding national maritime interests, it said.
S VAU S HRG BT SFfeer TAF § agat srerriear iR i W e at
<& & i A1 B ufdagar SorR S €|

e |t stands as a testament to Aatmanirbhar Bharat, enabling the armed forces to
operate with enhanced situational awareness and secure, high-capacity
communication links in complex maritime environments, it added.
g TATHR HIRT &1 YA 3, S I3Rd 9al $| Sfed TS arararor & dga
@rﬁﬁmmsﬁ?ﬁ#&m I &l AT SR foid & 1Y e axA o
e SR |

e The launch also demonstrated the capacity of the LVM3 rocket to routinely handle
four-tonne-plus satellites to GTO from India, reducing dependence on foreign
launchers for heavy communications satellites as well as feeding directly into ISRO’s
preparations for Gaganyaan, its maiden human spaceflight programme, which
plans to use an evolved LVM3 variant.

I8 yauur a5 +ff oR1id1 § fb Tadiuds e URd 4 Fufid ©U 3 IR e 9 St
Iort SUUGT PI SicTall db o oM H e &, forad Uit Har Susrel & forg fad=h
wargor g W fArdRar 98 iR a7 WY SR & WaE srdeu— Tadivas &
A BT BT JUIAN HIT—D! AR § IRTGH |

o “ISRO has successfully launched the heaviest GEO communication satellite from

Indian soil,” ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan posted on X following the successful
launch.

THd T & 916 FERI 3feHe dY. ARTUME = TRl R URe fobd, “ZIRT A YR Y
T 3T I BT Ja YR g3 IR SUUT IHaAdIgded did b1 g 1”

o “The Indian space sector is soaring high to provide valuable services to the user
community in and around the Indian region,” he added.

I 3T T, “URA 3faRer & doft A wAfa 7 38T € A1 I8 YR &= 3R
ISP ATHUTH & STINTH I3 &I eadT- "are Y& & a9 |”
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PM to launch X1 lakh cr. fund

at science conclave today

Prime Minister Narendra i will launcha
lakh crore fund on Monday to promote private
sector-driven investments in research and
development, as he inaugurates the first
Emerging Science and Technology Innovation
Conclave (ESTIC) 2025 in the capital. ESTIC has
been described as a flagship government event in
the field of science and technology and will be
held annually. The three-day conclave will bring
together more than 3,000 participants from
several sectors, the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
said in a statement on Sunday. Science and
Technology Minister Jitendra Singh said ESTIC
would align innovation with national goals. en

PM to launch ¥1 lakh cr. fund at science
conclave today

g et fag= e d @1 arg
BIAS T BV IE BT

. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch a
%1 lakh crore fund on Monday to promote private
sector-driven investments in research and
development, as he inaugurates the first Emerging
Science and Technology Innovation Conclave
(ESTIC) 2025 in the capital.

A g A THaR &1 Y iR e
# fAeit g1 gRT waTfera o= &1 9Tt 7 & fore 4
ARG FRIS BT BN & B, ofd d I 3 ugad
IURA fag SR Wit JarR w@es
(STHEISATSAN) 2025 FT IgdTCH B |

) ESTIC has been described as a flagship
government event in the field of science and
technology and will be held annually.
Sreritonsen 3 g e eI &
WHR & YGF STaIe & = H afofd foar mr g
3R 39 ufoad smafra fasar smgm|
. The three-day conclave will bring together
more than 3,000 participants from several sectors,
the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) said in a
statement on Sunday.
i feaita |awiae 3,000 9 iftre gfaurtht
faftrer &3 1 ymT A7, U v sratead (drewah)

4 AR DI WRI Th T H gl
o Science and Technology Minister Jitendra Singh said ESTIC would align
innovation with national goals.

fagm sk Menfirest @ fords Rig A o1 & STadtensH TR @1 Wy aedl &

3 ST
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ICMR seeks partners
to develop antibody
against Nipah virus

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) has
invited Expression of Inter-
est (Eol) from eligible or-
ganisations, companies,
and manufacturers for the
development and produc-
tion of monoclonal antibo-
dies (mAbs) against Nipah
viral disease.

The Nipah virus (NiV)
has emerged as a major
zoonotic threat in India,
with repeated outbreaks
recorded since 2001. Case
fatality rates range bet-
ween 40% and 75%, de-
pending on the level of
clinical care available.

“The importance of hav-
ing monoclonal antibody
stocks ready for deploy-
ment in India cannot be
overstated. Given the very
high case fatality and ab-
sence of licensed vaccines,
mAbs represent the only
currently feasible biomedi-
cal countermeasure,” the
ICMR said.

Antibodies serve as PEP
It added that monoclonal
antibodies could also serve
as post-exposure prophy-
laxis (PEP) for high-risk
contacts such as health-
care workers exposed
without adequate protec-
tion, family members in
close contact, or laborato-
ry personnel with acciden-
tal exposure. Administered
early, they can prevent dis-

ease onset, as demonstrat-
ed in animal models.

The council further not-
ed that in patients present-
ing early during infection,
monoclonal  antibodies
may offer therapeutic be-
nefit by reducing viral load
and limiting disease pro-
gression.

The ICMR said this in-
itiative aims to build India’s
indigenous medical coun-
termeasures against Nipah
virus, particularly mono-
clonal antibodies. “The in-
tent is to take this forward
through active collabora-
tion with Indian industry
partners for developing an
indigenous monoclonal an-
tibody platform. Produc-
ing the stock will ensure
timely access during out-
break and boost national
preparedness for wviral
threats,” it said.

The ICMR-National Insti-
tute of Virology (ICMR-
NIV), Pune, has already in-
itiated research and deve-
lopment in this direction,
with experimental work at
an advanced stage.

As per the latest order,
the ICMR and its institutes
will provide expert gui-
dance and technical sup-
port in R&D for developing
monoclonal  antibodies
against Nipah viral disease
at all phases. “This techni-
cal oversight by ICMR
would accelerate the deve-
lopment of the product
and its commercialisa-
tion,” it said.

ICMR seeks partners to develop
antibody against Nipah virus

TEATHSAR 1 FAuTE IRy & faamw
tdarel faefa e & forg yrfierRt
P /T B

¢ The Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has invited Expression of Interest (Eol)
from eligible organisations, companies, and
manufacturers for the development and
production of monoclonal antibodies (mAbs)
against Nipah viral disease.
gfzr srgwuT uftug

(SmsHeHam) A fAure arRe A & KA
nﬁ'cﬁhﬂa dlaist (mAbs) & fae 3
IaTe & fore UrHl Wi, bufat ok fAafarst 4
1 faafaT (Eol) ST B 1

e The Nipah virus (NiV) has emerged as a
major zoonotic threat in India, with repeated
outbreaks recorded since 2001.

fuTE 9RRE (Niv) URd H T T Sgeid
TR & T T W 5, o 2001 F AR
YT ool fHT MY

e Case fatality rates range between 40% and
75%, depending on the level of clinical care
available.

R 40% A 75% & o Bl &, O SUA
AP IGUTA & TR W ARk et g

e “The importance of having monoclonal
antibody stocks ready for deployment in India
cannot be overstated. Given the very high case
fatality and absence of licensed vaccines,
mAbs represent the only currently feasible
biomedical countermeasure,” the ICMR said.
TSUTHSR A Fgl, “URd & HIae-a gelarst
BT LD IR TG 3T AP 5 | AATUD
g &R 3R A3AT T JRA B SrgufRAfay o)
3Ed §U, mAbs TAHT | THATT AN old-
Rfscata Iua g1

Antibodies serve as PEP
TSt URe-uaquIeR Nifhafaay (PEP)
& w7 § S Bl &

e It added that monoclonal antibodies could
also serve as post-exposure prophylaxis
(PEP) for high-risk contacts such as

healthcare workers exposed without adequate protection, family members in
close contact, or laboratory personnel with accidental exposure.

5% @1 T 5 AT GerateT

I SIfQH 91 WU & o e -TauoR

WipafRT (PEP) & Tu H ft B ax It €, o1 fob famm vt e & wud o

3T WIRAGHT, fAde Jud H I8 a1 URaR & A, T ATH P HUD ara

UGRTRITAT HHIART |

o Administered early, they can prevent disease onset, as demonstrated in animal
models.
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The council further noted that in patients presenting early during infection,
monoclonal antibodies may offer therapeutic benefit by reducing viral load and
limiting disease progression.

ORYE = 3T BT [ THHUT & FHAT TR0T | 3 a1 Aol 4, Wiiaa-a
TSNSt aRRY S 79 RSP eﬁ?ﬁwaﬁwﬁaﬁ@ﬁmmﬁmmum
R gl g |

The ICMR said this initiative aims to build India’s indigenous medical
countermeasures against Nipah virus, particularly monoclonal antibodies.
SMEATHIIR A Fel {5 g ugd fAure IRy & f@are URa & Wzl fRfesiy
STl &1 ISR I BT A&d 3@ &, TR FU & Wi-tad-a Gelarst & &3 4|
“The intent is to take this forward through active collaboration with Indian industry
partners for developing an indigenous monoclonal antibody platform. Producing
the stock will ensure timely access during outbreak and boost national
preparedness for viral threats,” it said.

I HET, “I5 I § o YR SN UrfteRY & w1y afera wgaiT & Arem
¥ U TRl HHIFad Ueiarel WewiH [abRid [dhal S| 39 Tl &1 Idied
TPIY & R HHY TR SUSASUAT GHATHT S 3R IRRe GeRl & Uil ey dardt
DI Hgd HIM|”

The ICMR-National Institute of Virology (ICMR-NIV), Pune, has already initiated
research and development in this direction, with experimental work at an
advanced stage.

JrsHTHIRITP faury fasm Hem (enstenemR-uamdd), gur < o femn 4
%awmaﬁvﬁmaﬁmwﬁﬁwwa% 3R yrEfe S I7d =Rur &

As per the latest order, the ICMR and its institutes will provide expert guidance
and technical support in R&D for developing monoclonal antibodies against Nipah
viral disease at all phases.

TATH Y F IR, TSHITHIAR 3R 3HP TR fAUTe araRa AT & K¥w
HHIFATd Udtarat fasiad @ & fog AU Td fa®r (R&D) & it @Ron &
foiuy wrfexf ik a@-ite! Teraear U &3]

“This technical oversight by ICMR would accelerate the development of the
product and its commercialisation,” it said.

I Fa, anz{@w&maﬁugawﬂa&ﬁmﬁm%ﬁmaﬁ?m
ISR Y d BRI
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Experts join hands for Ramsar site
tag for wetlands in Assam sanctuary

Rahul Karmakar and the floodplain-marsh
GUWAHATI ecosystem of the two wet-

lands, which cover an area
Conservationists, wildlife of approximately 3 sq. km.
officials, academics, and An average of 120 species of
students have got together resident and migratory
to push for the Ramsar site birds, including globally

tag for two interconnected
wetlands in central Assam’s
Nagaon district.

The Rowmari-Donduwa
wetland complex is within
the 70.13 sq. km Laokhowa
Wildlife Sanctuary, which
is a part of the Kaziranga
Tiger Reserve. This com-
plex has been recording
more birds than the only

Joint initiative: Birds at the Rowmari-Donduwa Wetland Complex
in central Assam’s Nagaon district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

treaty signed in Ramsar,
Iran in 1971.

nali Ghosh, the Field
Director of Kaziranga Na-

threatened species such as
the knob-billed duck,
black-necked stork, and the
ferruginous pochard, have
been recorded in the wet-
land complex annually.
According to the 6th Ka-
ziranga Waterbird Census
conducted a few months
ago, 20,653 birds of 75 spe-
cies were recorded at the

two Ramsar sites in the “Laokhowa and the ad- tional Park and Tiger Rowmari Beel, and 26,480
northeast - Assam’s Dee- joining Burhachapori Wil-  Reserve. birds of 88 species were
por Beel and Manipur’s dlife Sanctuaries function She said that civil society ~ counted at Donduwa Beel.

Loktak Lake.

as connectivity corridors

organisations and students

Assam Forest Depart-

A Ramsar site is a wet-  for wild animals migrating  have been researching and  ment officials said a propo-
land designated as one of between the Kaziranga Tig- monitoring the wetland sal has been submitted to
international importance er Reserve and Orang Na- complex. She said that make the Rowmari-Dondu-

under the Ramsar Conven-
tion, an intergovernmental

tional Park (Kaziranga-
Orang landscape),” said So-

their efforts have yielded
vital data on avian species

wa wetland complex to a
Ramsar Site.

Experts join hands for Ramsar site tag for wetlands in Assam sanctuary

AT AUIRYG | MEYF & T 0 Arge @ gq faxivsi &1 uwee e

o Conservationists, wildlife officials, academics, and students have got together to push
for the Ramsar site tag for two interconnected wetlands in central Assam’s Nagaon
district.

TReaIeH, aeia eI, Rienfaal ok BEf 3 fHawx sy & ria ford 3 af
3T T ST SATEHET 1 IR A1ge &7 fqam & o U 3 fhu € |

e The Rowmari-Donduwa wetland complex is within the 70.13 sq. km Laokhowa
Wildlife Sanctuary, which is a part of the Kaziranga Tiger Reserve.

T -Sigar Sy ufveR 70.13 o fpaniier & & % areiatar a=ueig
YARYY I ATl STl B, S BTSN eTg7R ord 7 fewn 71

e This complex has been recording more birds than the only two Ramsar sites in the
northeast — Assam’s Deepor Beel and Manipur’s Loktak Lake.
g UNIR ITR-Ud ! UHHTH G IHIR A15eT — 3RTH Bt Ui e 3R Aforgr ot
Areds o — 3 g 1 ofie ufar 3 SurIRY aof a |1 21

e A Ramsar site is a wetland designated as one of international importance under
the Ramsar Convention, an intergovernmental treaty signed in Ramsar, Iran in
1971.

IR TIEC I8 MEYFA el & oY IR $a%H (T IR-WRBRT W S 1971 &
R P A F gaa g3 i) & T8 AT A ot 9ivd fha1 T g

e “‘Laokhowa and the adjoining Burhachapori Wildlife Sanctuaries function as
connectivity corridors for wild animals migrating between the Kaziranga Tiger
Reserve and Orang National Park (Kaziranga-Orang landscape),” said Sonali
Ghosh, the Field Director of Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve.

~A3irarar 3R SYHYRUY BRI 28R fYerd 3k
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SRIT IPH I (STHRI-SHRIT URE=) & sid Yo e ared SiTelt SiaRi & forg
HUeh MR & U H $ #3d &, T4 Bel WHrel 9y, SIS AP ST SR
TSR Rord &t Wits sTaRaer A1

She said that civil society organisations and students have been researching
and monitoring the wetland complex.

I2 FEl i Fufae Tamadt wmst ok Bl A 39 Sy uRER WR SrguT™ iR
R F 2

She said that their efforts have yielded vital data on avian species and the
floodplain-marsh ecosystem of the two wetlands, which cover an area of
approxmately 3 sq. km.

51 A o 37 yar & T 3 at fpaiter o el 39 & smsufErl & ueht
yerifora SR arg-Aer gagen uifRufoat @ R Hgwayuf Se1urd gan g |

An average of 120 species of resident and migratory birds, including globally
threatened species such as the knob-billed duck, black-necked stork, and the
ferruginous pochard, have been recorded in the wetland complex annually.

39 3y fH URWR H wftay i 120 yefadl & R ok yardt ual, i fay
TR R AHeIRd YSTfadl o A1d-faes 5%, AP-Ads ®id 3R BeforTd urars
M €, Tol B TS &

According to the 6th Kaziranga Waterbird Census conducted a few months ago,
20,653 birds of 75 species were recorded at the Rowmari Beel, and 26,480 birds
of 88 species were counted at Donduwa Beel.

TSI 69 PHISHR Alexds SFRTUMFT & AR, IART S & 75
umﬁu‘r%vzo ,653 Ueft 3R Sigar diw & 88 yefaral & 26,480 Ueh aof fby MU

Assam Forest Department officials said a proposal has been submitted to make
the Rowmari-Donduwa wetland complex a Ramsar Site.

3 W 99 AUt & Sifreiial 3 sam fs Aurt-sigar smfyfy ThR &1 IR
rge Od HRA & o U wara Uxdd faan ]
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Tri-services exercise Trishul
begins today, to strengthen

joint combat preparedness
iGS Ill: Defence |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The tri-services exercise
Trishul will commence on
Monday, with the Indian
Navy leading the large-scale
joint drills alongside the In-
dian Army and the Indian
Air Force across the creek
and desert sectors of Rajas-
than and Gujarat, extend-
ing into the northern Ara-
bian Sea.

The 12-day exercise is be-
ing coordinated by the
Western Naval Command.

According to the Navy,
the principal formations
participating in the exercise
include the Army Southern
Command, Western Naval
Command, and South
Western Air Command,
supported by the Indian

20,000 troops, tanks,
helicopters, fighter
aircraft, frigates, and
destrovers will take
part in the exercise

Coast Guard, Border Secur-
ity Force, and other Central
agencies, underscoring ro-
bust inter-agency coordina-
tion and multi-domain
integration.

Boost interoperability

More than 20,000 troops,
supported by T-90S and Ar-
jun tanks, attack helicop-
ters, missile systems, Rafale
and Sukhoi-30MKI fighters,
as well as a fleet of frigates
and destroyers, will take
part in the exercise, said
sources. The exercise aims

to validate joint operational
procedures, enhance inte-
roperability, and streng-
then network integration
among the services.

It will feature extensive
maritime operations, in-
cluding amphibious land-
ings using INS Jalashwa and
Landing Craft Utility ves-
sels, alongside carrier oper-
ations and air-sea coordi-
nated missions with the Air
Force, the Navy added.

A key focus of Trishul,
2025, is on joint intelli-
gence, surveillance and re-
connaissance; electronic
warfare; and cyberwarfare
operations.

The drills will also em-
phasise the use of indige-
nous systems and refine
strategies to meet emerging
security challenges.

Tri-services exercise Trishul begins today, to strengthen joint combat
preparedness

2-3ar enary RIRE e A URY, Jgad g5 deadl Bl Jeg B & g

o The tri-services exercise Trishul will commence on Monday, with the Indian Navy
leading the large-scale joint drills alongside the Indian Army and the Indian Air
Force across the creek and desert sectors of Rajasthan and Gujarat, extending
into the northern Arabian Sea.
-ar snama Hi=e SHaR T uRY 8, R URdR AT soft yffest Ryt
3R URHHT YA qUT R IRIEAT & 91 e IR 3R ORI & i 9
I @ T AR ST SRE YRR IF 9 G0 TR T 31 Hh|

e The 12-day exercise is being coordinated by the Western Naval Command.
T8 12-feasita srar ufddt FR=T waE gRT 9afad far et 8

e According to the Navy, the principal formations participating in the exercise include
the Army Southern Command, Western Naval Command, and South Western Air
Command, supported by the Indian Coast Guard, Border Security Force, and
other Central agencies, underscoring robust inter-agency coordination and multi-
domain integration.

TR & 3FNR, S 31N § N o aTell I 31sal § 91 @t gféroft s,
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e More than 20,000 troops, supported by T-90S and Arjun tanks, attack helicopters,
missile systems, Rafale and Sukhoi-30MKI fighters, as well as a fleet of frigates
and destroyers, will take part in the exercise, said sources.

T & SFIUR, 20,000 F RIF A, ST T80 T-90S 3R 3 Y, e
goteieRl, Frarsa yonfer, T a SR GEIS-30MKI aSTH faumT, aul fibiies i
fE¥eradd & 98 gRT fovar Sem, S Sna | U o |

e The exercise aims to validate joint operational procedures, enhance
interoperability, and strengthen network integration among the services.

U 3N H1 I Vg JaTe Ufsharaii o1 Taiid He-1, SiaR-uf¥are &rTar
&I IGHI, @?@W@f%aﬂaﬁzﬂémaﬁwm%

o |t will feature extensive maritime operations, including amphibious landings using
INS Jalashwa and Landing Craft Utility vessels, alongside carrier operations and
air-sea coordinated missions with the Air Force, the Navy added.

TR A Farr o 39 snar o arud Jggt SifarEt o1 vexfA fear e, forad
SATITATH TAYT 3R AT sprore gfefordt reTell o1 ST FHRd U SHTTR ATS,
1§ AT & T AP AT R arg-ugs Jufad R e gl

e A key focus of Trishul 2025 is on joint intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR); electronlc warfare and cyberwarfare operations.

A= 2025 &1 UE ezrmwgaa TSt (ISR), FAFRID g5, AU
TR G5t A R Hiad B

e The drills will also emphasise the use of indigenous systems and refine strategies
to meet emerging security challenges.

2 31t B TR wonferal & IUART R ¢ 3T ST qur U JR&m gl
¥ e & fo Yoot o1 ufvspa faan S|
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Depressing pattern

Any gap between guidance and practice
can cause a crowd crush

occwred in a private and unregistered
temple, on a day when high footfall was ex-
pected, is hardly surprising. Reports indicate that
there was one combined entry and exit, public
use of an under-construction area, inadequate
stewarding, severe capacity overshoot, and weak
infrastructure. The Hathras crowd crush in 2024
followed an event where permission was report-
edly given for only a third of the crowd that at-
tended, and investigations cited inadequate exits
and gaps in planning and supervision. The 2011
Sabarimala crush also revealed systemic weak-
nesses in circulation control on a day with pred-
ictable surges and a trigger that became lethal
due to constrained pathways. These incidents
had different proximate triggers but the same
causes of failure: reciprocal pedestrian flows and
shared gates, weak physical public infrastruc-
ture, and a lack of real-time density monitoring.
India already has guidance to anticipate these fai-
lures, including the 2014 National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) guidelines and the
National Building Code (NBC). Indian authorities
have already demonstrated a feasible path from
guidance to operations, including in recent Saba-
rimala seasons and with the Integrated Com-
mand and Control Centre operating at Tirumala.
This includes licensed plans compliant with
NDMA or NBC prescriptions; calculated occupan-
cy; certified structures that prevent bidirectional
flows; real-time density control by trained ste-
wards; and real-time communications and crowd
analytics. The persistence of stampedes is due to
the gap between guidance and enforced practice.
That almost 80% of stampedes in India occur

at religious gatherings or pilgrimages is not coin-
cidental. Pilgrim and congregational events often
proceed without any licence that ties permission
to a crowd safety plan that can be tested for com-
pliance. Authorities often infer the capacity from
the space available, rather than what can be esti-
mated from egress options and evacuation times,
tolerate bad or no gating plans, accept temporary
barricades without certified load ratings, and do
not cordon off areas with construction materials.
Public safety is a process and its absence, includ-
ing during crowding disasters, is rarely due to sin-
gle-point failures. The Srikakulam incident aligns
with a known risk pattern and only disciplined
adoption of the country’s own codes, enforced
by licensing, will reverse it. India also needs a
policy culture that treats religious events as engi-
neered systems requiring licensing and auditing.

s adly, the Srikakulam crowd collapse that

Depressing pattern

Srikakulam Crowd Collapse and India’s Crowd
Management Failures

s gdenr iR URd 3t ofis ude=

e Sadly, the Srikakulam crowd collapse that
occurred in a private and unregistered temple, on a
day when high footfall was expected, is hardly surprising.
3@ ¥ U, g geen o Us fAeit eﬁ?
3ruoiigrd widR B 3 R g8 o 9t s %1 swie o, a8
MeiTD 8 5|

e Reports indicate that there was one combined
entry and exit, public use of an under-construction
area, inadequate stewarding, severe capacity
overshoot, and weak infrastructure.

fatef T uar 9o § & a8f e & yawr oik e g,
Fmfonedi= &= &1 adee ST, g yaee,
&rar & i fts, SR FuWR gimTd! g o)

e The Hathras crowd crush (2024) followed an event
where permission was reportedly given for only one-
third of the crowd that actually attended, and
investigations cited inadequate exits and poor
planning and supervision.

g1y W gefes (2024) T SmAloH & S g 6
W?ﬁvmwwﬁmwﬁ%ﬁ%émaﬁé
3R g & arqated ey TRt quT @RTE TS 3R
AR 1 I far )

e The 2011 Sabarimala crush also revealed
systemic weaknesses in circulation control on a day
with predictable surges, with a trigger that became
lethal due to constrained pathways.
2011 JeEe gefenn A s a0 7 yomettra
SHARAT SoR &7, fARve 37 et o s gafqda
gﬁaﬁg@ﬁ 3R ftrer 7T  HROT R HTerD 5
I
e These incidents had different proximate triggers
but the same causes of failure: reciprocal pedestrian
flows, shared gates, weak public infrastructure, and
lack of real-time density monitoring.

31 g3l & depTd SR U 3, Wi fawear & qa
HRUTIAAF I — ﬁ@raﬁwﬁaﬁm GIEIRCE
fART &7 Srura|

¢ India already has guidance to anticipate these
failures, including the 2014 National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) guidelines and the
National Building Code (NBC).

HRd & U U8 ¥ g Ul fawerdiaii &t Abu™ & forg
fexm-Fexr &, form 2014 9t T Ut yauE
ATRIRUT (NDMA) Ft MESATZH SR AT Wa- Higem
(NBC) a1
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Indian authorities have already demonstrated a feasible path from guidance to operations,
including in recent Sabarimala seasons and with the Integrated Command and Control
Centre at Tirumala.

YRR TIIGHROT = Ugat &) gTierar gastHen W 3R fosuar & udipa wuis ua iz
Fg & T ¥ o feun-Fdx & R 8 am &1 anf i@ g

This includes licensed plans compliant with NDMA or NBC prescriptions, calculated
occupancy, certified structures preventing bidirectional flows, real-time density control
by trained stewards, and real-time communication and crowd analytics.

W A § — NDMA TT NBC HIF®] & 33U A3A U QI-18, 70T 1 718 s
T fAgzor, ok Sad-ersw w9R vd Wi fagawor

The persistence of stampedes is due to the gap between guidance and enforced
practice.

s gefemsit & fARaRar &1 HRu fezn-FAdw ik 39 arafd® fraraas & & &1
AR B

Almost 80% of stampedes in India occur at religious gatherings or pilgrimages, which is
not coincidental.

HRA H TTHT 80% WIS uTfifer matsr=l ar difammsi 7 gt 8, 3R g8 JanT =g 31
Pilgrim and congregational events often proceed without any licence that ties permission
to a crowd safety plan which can be tested for compliance.

Ttf 3R WTfew Smae SRR AT i<t arga & B € of S &t Wi TRam AT 9
SIS § 3R forIhT SFHUTe U=l off b |

Authorities often infer the capacity from the space available, rather than from egress
options and evacuation times.

STIBRT SRR IUASH R & YR TR &HAT BT SIHH a5, 7 s frepra At sk
ot a1g & SurR W)

They tolerate bad or no gating plans, accept temporary barricades without certified load
ratings, and fail to cordon off construction zones.

q WRTE g7 faAT1 T ard g1k, JuTioTd UR T & AT st sraRie, SR fAmfor wat
B §g T BT O Tl BT ARG B g |

Public safety is a process, and its absence, including during crowding disasters, is rarely
due to single-point failures.

Hrdslf~re Y& Teb UfhaT 8, 3R 39! SufRUfY, fadwas His simuersit & aRM, e &
Fit Tpd Ffe F RO BN B

The Srikakulam incident aligns with a known risk pattern, and only disciplined adoption
of national codes, enforced through licensing, can reverse it.

fierpe g1 Ue Jrd Sifed Ue 9 e @l 5, R $ad AP Higd & SR ura
TUT ATSARAT & AT | Yad &1 38 b Jhar g |

India also needs a policy culture that treats religious events as engineered systems
requiring licensing and auditing.

YR B U T A TXPpid i ATl § ol UTI® TSI B SN f-raieT srenfed
wuTerl & U H ¢, fords e argaiRiT ofiR Siifsfe smawas &1
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Cruising ahead
India’s shipping sector needs help from
the government to thrive

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, sig-

nalled government recognition that ship-
ping is not just a business but a business with a
strong strategic component. The Indian shipping
sector had declined considerably over nearly two
decades under the ideological framework of lib-
eralisation, privatisation and globalisation, which
weakened government support and diluted stra-
tegic intent for shipping. Barring port infrastruc-
ture, the Indian government seemed keen largely
only on training and educating sea-farers so that
they could continue to serve on foreign ships and
bring in foreign exchange. The state-owned Ship-
ping Corporation of India (SCI), once a global
leader in ship ownership, was allowed to decline.
Favourable government policies, such as giving
the company first rights to transport India’s oil,
were withdrawn in the name of a level playing
field and SCI barely escaped privatisation. But
COVID-19 was a rude awakening. With India de-
pending heavily on foreign-owned ships, it had
little leverage to intervene in its own trade. Priv-
ate Indian shipping was too small to step up fully.
Post-pandemic, the government has realised that
shipping, though a business, has much strategic
importance, especially during times of disrup-
tion, war, and where protectionism and resur-
gent national interests of western countries rule
trade. Recent government initiatives have sought
to beef up the SCI’s fleet strength.

A major part of the lakhs of crores of rupees in
investments announced at the maritime week
was port-related. The government has been run-
ning its ports under a landlord model, sharing re-
venue with private and foreign companies for ter-
minal operations, which are now a target of
investors. This has given the ports financial heft
to embark on new projects — the Chennai and
Kolkata ports, for instance, have taken up the
transshipment hub project in the Andamans. In-
vestments are also seen in port connectivity, Sa-
garmala projects, and Indian seafarer training.
Another major push has been to have foreign
shipping companies register their ships in India
through their local subsidiaries, which would
give the Indian government leverage over them
for serving Indian needs as well as support allied
businesses such as insurance. But movement is
still barely visible in Indian merchant shipbuild-
ing, where greater progress would have signalled
industrial, technical, and project management
expertise in heavy industry. The day that Indian
shipyards quickly roll out state-of-the-art LNG
ships or futuristic green fuel burning vessels, In-
dian shipping will be truly cruising full ahead.

fRufq dyra T8 91|

T he India Maritime Week event, headlined

Cruising ahead
3T FgdT §31T THY

India Maritime Week and Shipping Sector
Revitalisation

YRT TS Twrg 3R Aiag &5 &1 Heifa

e The India Maritime Week event, headlined by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, signalled govemment
recognition that shipping is not just a business but a
business with a strong strategic component.
TYFHT g WY gRT I URT TS AT
PRIHH 7 WBHR DI 39 AIAT I SGifdhd foa [
graﬁ; $Id AR T8l gfees Tob AP Hged arel
I

e The Indian shipping sector had declined
considerably over nearly two decades under the
ideological framework of liberalisation, privatisation
and globalisation, which weakened government
support and diluted strategic intent for shipping.
HRA 198 & TR &Y G § SRS,
et 3R Aefiarur &1 [GaRYRT & d5d HIB!
fiRTae & =e a1, O WeR! A SR gof 3R
JUMHIfA® 354 4ud g8 M|

¢ Barring port infrastructure, the Indian government
seemed keen largely only on training and educating
sea-farers so that they could continue to serve on
forelgn ships and bring in foreign exchange.
SEME A BT , NHR G-I U 9 I
RT3 WA ST RIa W & e B wech o)
1o 3 fad=ht sreTell W &m I 3@ ¥ 3R fadzht
ST A1 G |

¢ The state-owned Shipping Corporation of India
(SCI), once a global leader in ship ownership, was
allowed to decline.

I arelt URA Atded fm (scl), st it
e 3roft oft, I8 fiRTae & 9= fear

o Favourable government policies, such as giving
the company first rights to transport India’s oil, were
withdrawn in the name of a level playing field, and
SCI barely escaped privatisation.

HUH! Bl WIRA & det &b IRag o1 Uga SR o
SRR S d IRETRY iferar THE e Hifa & T W
Y o o T, 3R sci fordt R FFefievor 3 59 U

e But COVID-19 was a rude awakening. With India
depending heavily on foreign-owned ships, it had little
leverage to intervene in its own trade.

Ao Bifds-19 T dara-it Arfed gaim| URd fad=ht
WY@ ara SigTell IR A R o1, i 39 ug
304 UR | §XIQY HRA DI dgd DHH & |

e Private Indian shipping was too small to step up
fully.

ol URdg g @A s ST U fs YR R 9
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Post-pandemic, the government has realised that shipping, though a business, has much

strategic importance, especially durlng times of disruption, war, and rising protectionism.
¥ 91E, WHR I Teqy paT 5 19, Ha & R ), A ifd, T R sgd

HREIUIATE & THT § DT IS T8 A g

Recent government initiatives have sought to beef up the SCI’s fleet strength.

BT & WEHR TR BT I SCI F A8 P &HAT B AT BT 6T 51

A major part of the lakhs of crores of rupees in investments announced at the maritime

week was port-related.

T qTe A Nitd arEl $RIS T & 3w &1 U T T dewime A Hafka un|

The government has been running its ports under a landlord model, sharing revenue with

private and foreign companies for terminal operations, which are now a target of

investors.

WBHR 3T §&GG! Bl mﬂm (landlord model) & ded adl Ya! §, 5Tgl ag it 8k

%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%mueﬁﬂamﬁaﬁm 31T TN Bl &, il 31d FA=ept BT gk o4

I

This has given the ports financial heft to embark on new projects — for instance, the

Chennai and Kolkata ports have taken up the transshipment hub project in the

Andamans.

T deTel b1 faita st fived] & b o TG Ticlae I & ob — o awg ok

DIAPIAT e 1 U | IR g9 Wiiae forn gl

Investments are also seen in port connectivity, Sagarmala projects, and Indian seafarer

training.

3% eTTE WU, ArRRATen gRaeTelt SR yRda Aifae uikreror 7 of ST S @ B

Another major push has been to have foreign shipping companies register their ships in

India through their local subsidiaries, giving India leverage and supporting allied

businesses like insurance.

U 3R T8 HeH I8 a1 © o =it Rt sufemt st wir-ia wemas sufa & aream

q URd T 3= TgTell Bl Usiipd B9, R URd &1 fAra=1or 3R yura fird ofk it S

IS HaAl o grdH |

But movement is still barely visible in Indian merchant shipbuilding, where greater progress

would have signalled industrial, technical, and project management expertise in heavy

industry.

gTelifep, HIREY aTfoTfoue sigTet fomfor & uerfa anft +ft agd o fawd 8, wief it wifar

YR I H SN, dasiio! 3R ufvaiern yeeA fatusrar o axif gt ot

The day that Indian shipyards quickly roll out state-of-the-art LNG ships or green fuel

burning vessels, Indian shipping will be truly cruising full ahead.

fore fam HRiTg RIaare dstt & snyfiie Tagssit sigrel a1 giva Su= arat aial &1 o

B, 9 T HR ag & Toqd gt 1fd | St s

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Are social media platforms
dying a slow death?

‘Enshittification’is a term used to describe how digital experiences and services have become worse over time.

However, the word's creator says this is a deliberate process, and that pushing back is possible

Sahana Venugop!l

ot to0 many years ago, you
could watch endless YouTube
videos with ease, but now you

must sit through unskippable
ads to access the content you want —
unless you pay. Twitter used to be a space
to collect news, engage with verified
figures, and discuss world events, but is
now teeming with verified scammers.
Instagram was once an app to post and
admire photos, but it now prioritises
scrolling through viral and commercial
short videos chosen by an algorithm.
Google helped you find articles of repute
and academic papers for projects, but
now serves up an Al-generated mishmash
of content that you will have to further
vet. What has caused this degradation
across platforms and apps? One theory
that has gained traction is enshittification.

What is enshittification?

In 2022, the Canada-born author, tech
journalist, and activist Cory Doctorow
coined the term “enshittification.” The
now-viral term helped put a name toa
change that internet users are noticing:
the feeling that many of your digital
experiences, transactions, and services
are not improving with time, but are
actually becoming worse because of their
makers’ updates.

Enshittification, according to Mr.
Doctorow, is a way of naming the process
through which internet platforms are
being made deliberately worse for
customers, by their decision-makers, until
they decay completely. “Here is how
platforms die: first, they are good to their
users; then they abuse their users to make
things better for their business customers;
finally, they abuse those business
customers to claw back all the value for
themselves. Then, they die,” wrote Mr.
Doctorow in 2023.

Enshittification is also used to refer to a
range of symptoms that degrade your
experience as an internet user or
customer. Some examples include the
insertion of advertisements,

If-p ing by tech ¢
unfair bias in search results, once-free
features becoming paid, genuine products
being replaced with lower-value dupes,
and more. Mr. Doctorow also points out
how apps offer massive potential for
enshittification, because app users often
have less freedom to block ads when
compared to users who are accessing the
same platform via the web.

Why does enshittification matter?
Last year, in his Marshall McLuhan lecture
at the Transmediale festival in Berlin, Mr.
Doctorow pointed to four factors that
could either constrain or enable the
enshittification of platforms, based on
how strong they are. These factors were —
competition, regulation, self-help
measures by users, and the unionisation
of tech workers. When these four factors
are strengthened, according to Mr.
Doctorow, internet platforms are forced
to become better for users. When
weakened, however, customers are more
vulnerable to being exploited by tech
giants. In other words, when your
experience with a shopping app or a
streaming platform grows worse, much of
this enshittification can be traced back to
the dominance of just a few Big Tech

players, looser antitrust enforcement by
authorities, customers’ diminished
capacity to control their digital
experiences, and/or the inability of tech
workers to say no to exploitative bosses,
according to the author.

How have social media companies
changed their user experience?
Meta-owned Facebook is an example that
Mr. Doctorow frequently cites to
demonstrate enshittification. Originally
meant to serve users and help them stay
connected, Facebook users are now
“locked in” along with advertisers and
publishers, according to him, meaning
that content from these latter two groups
now take precedence over less profitable
posts, such as content from friends and

those you are following.
is yet another ple of
this enshittification, with adverti:

and recommended content now often
crowding out updates from those you

with verified scammers.

Ugd Twitter TR 35T B, WHITOIG Safeeral § STaeid d3a 3R af¥je st iR == &
BT RIM T, A 31 T8 THIOIG 370 I RT3 & |

¢ Instagram was once an app to post and admire photos, but it now prioritises viral and
commercial short videos chosen by an algorithm.

Instagram H} HIc! URe HRA 3R T HT Y T, AP 316 I8 TANRET gRT A T araRd
3R raE® AT dfear 1 wrfiremar T 3|

e Google helped you find articles of repute and academic papers, but now serves up an Al-
generated mishmash of content that you will have to further vet.

GETTY IMAGES

actually care about — without your
consent. Now, with Al-powered accounts
joining the fray, human users compete for
attention with non-human accounts.
Switching platforms becomes difficult
because a large number of people need to
depart at once in order for the move to be
effective, but it can happen. “All it takes is
one Cambridge Analytica scandal, one
whistleblower, one livestreamed
mass-shooting, and users bolt for the
exits, and then FB discovers that network
effects are a double-edged sword,” noted
Mr. Doctorow in his 2024 speech.
Enshittification can also be seen with X
(formerly Twitter) after Elon Musk’s
takeover. Once a platform where verified
world leaders, journalists, celebrities, and
other noteworthy figures could connect
with audiences, Twitter under Mr. Musk
soon made its free blue tick verification a
paid feature that could be bought by
anyone ranging from neo-Nazis to scam
bots in order to boost their presence,

Are social media
platforms dying a slow
death?

¢ ‘Enshittification’ is a term
used to describe how digital
experiences and services
have become worse over time.
'Enshittification' Th sq %
TSTIT IUAT Ig g & g
foran ST © for fEfrea sy
3T A1t GHg & 1Y FI
o gl TE

e However, the word’s
creator says this is a
deliberate process, and that
pushing back is possible.
BT, Mg & Hatar &1 wg-
8 % U8 us IHggeR $1 TS
ufshan g, 3R s o gweT farty
BT HYT &

Enshittification and the
Decline of Digital Platforms

eI BT gdd

¢ Not too many years ago,
you could watch endless
YouTube videos with ease, but
now you must sit through
unskippable ads to access the
content you want — unless you
pay.

$S I Ugd db, 31U I
YouTube dif$aT <@ Tavd 4,
AT 3T MUDT U UG BT
Hec aE & fou sAfipdad
fargmo=t &) ST Us AT § — o
P & 3T YT 7 B

e Twitter used to be a space
to collect news, engage with
verified figures, and discuss
world events, but is now teeming
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What has caused this degradation across platforms and apps? One theory that has gained
traction is enshittification.

WeHRl 3R T & 39 RARTgE &1 SR 1 32 T Rigid SRR Tquai o €, a8 8
URitfefd = (Enshittification) |

What is Enshittification?

18?2

In 2022, the Canada-born author, tech joumnalist, and activist Cory Doctorow coined the term
“enshittification.”

2022 H HTST H o1 TRAP, db-idh] UAPR 3R BRIl BRI SIae! (Cory Doctorow)
«gRiifefhehRIa” Wsg B! eI

The now-viral term helped put a name to a change that internet users are noticing: the feeling
that many of your digital experiences and services are becoming worse with time due to
their makers’ updates.

g 3 AT Xeg I UREIA P H o H AgTISD g3l ol $exic JuanTed I B §
— o5 3@ s fEfRrea AaTt iR SFUT T & Ty AR Tl AP agaR S 8 |

According to Mr. Doctorow, enshittification is a process through which internet platforms
are deliberately made worse for customers by their decision-makers, until they decay
completely.

SiFeRl & IR, TRiifefra= ag Ut ¢ e gry fvfa-fFmfars grr sexe
Wﬁmmﬁ%ﬁquw% e b fob d Ot ke A yaIRiter
RELY

He wrote in 2023: “Here is how platforms die — first, they are good to users; then they abuse

users to help business customers; finally, they abuse business customers to claw back all
value for themselves. Then, they die.”

35 2023 H foraT: “wiewH $9 g TR § — U8 d SUANThdisl & oy o/ gid §; R 4
HAYTRA® ATgh! & oY ST AT BT U1 R &; 3fd A 3 IS ATgH! BT 0T
FRA ¢ AN IRT Yed W64 & 9 | R I R e & 17

Enshittification also refers to the symptoms that degrade user experience, such as ads
insertion, self-preferencing, unfair search biases, once-free features becoming paid,
and low-value product replacements.

3 A&ON BT 1 STl § S SUANTHdt SHT B WRIF IR § — oY
fagTu= ST STeRA Afired, Wag-uTu AT, SRIHT @IS UEUTd, Ugd qud gramsii &1
YA BT, 3R HH TUrasT aTd IedTe! gRT TawATa= |

Apps, according to Mr. Doctorow, offer massive potential for enshittification, as app users
have less freedom to block ads than those using web browsers.

SiFeR) & R, T § t=ifefpde & srafire Turar gt § ife Yu SuaRraatsi
& U fITuT AT R B TGaadl $U Bicll 5, 99 STANTHASH B gar1 J|

Why does Enshittification matter?

';Ts?‘;f%ﬁﬁ?mau‘fngat;ﬁ%?

In his Marshall McLuhan lecture (Berlin, 2023) at the Transmediale festival, Cory
Doctorow pointed to four factors that can either constrain or enable enshittification —
competition, regulation, self-help by users, and unionisation of tech workers.

BRI STaeR) 73U AIRid Apde AT (9fefH, 2023) T TR BRI BT I far St
eifefrdra & W a1 wam o) @d § — ufawasf, fafau=, Suaireatsi & emw-
BTl UMY, 3R a1 4fAw] &1 Ts|

When these four factors are strengthened, internet platforms are forced to become better
for users.

;aﬁwww@ﬁ%ﬁgzﬁzw}ﬁﬁmmaﬁ%méwmm
|
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o When weakened, however, customers become more vulnerable to exploitation by Big
Tech companies.
;Wwﬁmﬁh?aﬁ%, I UTE P TS dPIP! Hul-al gRT e MYor F RHR 99 I
I
¢ The growing dominance of Big Tech, weak antitrust enforcement, reduced user control,
and powerless tech workers together explain why digital experiences are worsening —
this is the essence of enshittification.

a1 ¥ bufrat o1 gear wyw, ufaeguf-faRieht st @1 da, Swaeaten & fAamor |
oI, sﬁ?ﬁ—q‘aaa’——ﬂaﬁaiﬁaﬁ 3 it 5 € o f3forea srgva =t fars 3@ ©, ok Te
Tt RrdY 51 TR 2|

How have social media companies changed their user experience?

Arerer SifEar Sufra) 3 oo SuaiTeat AqHT S 4 9ad a1 27

o Meta-owned Facebook is an example that Mr. Doctorow frequently cites to demonstrate
enshittification.

AeT & T araT g U U1 3<TeR0 ¢ ford off STaesT 3R “enshittification”
(e & fiRtae) feam & fow Igyd #va 8|

e Originally meant to serve users and help them stay connected, Facebook users are now
“locked in” along with advertisers and publishers, meaning that content from these latter
two groups now take precedence over less profitable posts, such as content from friends and
those you are following.
U &0 I IUGRTHATST Bt AaT a3 3R 37 T3 ¥g- A Heg $HRA & e §Hm a7 o1, 3|
PHIgH SUARTHl “locked in” (P& §U) & o fagmu-iarar iR USRI, Rorrept ol & b o
ﬁaﬁﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂmﬁmmmmm@ﬁaﬁ?ﬁmmﬁﬁqwaﬁﬁMQW
T ST B

¢ Instagram is yet another example of this enshittification, with advertisements and
recommended content now often crowding out updates from those you actually care about
— without your consent.
RETITH ST TS 3R IeTe0l 7, Tt fagmu= oiv =i At 3 SfaR 3 anil oI
gu@wﬁsaé?ﬂ?ﬁfm 3! RdTd H TRATE & — 37R I8 el ATet Srgefer & o g

I

¢ Now, with Al-powered accounts joining the fray, human users compete for attention with
non-human accounts.

3 O Al-HaTferd @Td 39 fcgyf & =nfid 81 ¢ 8, AFd SUaiTdhdi IR-AFd g Tl &
1Y O ATHd B Pl | B

o Switching platforms becomes difficult because a large number of people need to depart at
once in order for the move to be effective, but it can happen.

Qewid gaarT $IS & ol 2 Tl Tg 92 T 21 & oI agd St we § SudiTwf
TS 1Y B, Afh g a5l

o “Allit takes is one Cambridge Analytica scandal, one whistleblower, one livestreamed
mass-shooting, and users bolt for the exits, and then FB discovers that network effects
are a double-edged sword,” noted Mr. Doctorow in his 2024 speech.

T U HIIel T T TeTe, U f[@uasaler, a1 U a1gd-Sv e Mear &
BB g, AR ITANTHA! AEx FHT TId §, 79 BagP I TgATd gidl @ fob Aead gura
YT TaaR 8, U1 ot SiaexT A 3= 2024 F UTWOT & FeT|

o Enshittification can also be seen with X (formerly Twitter) after Elon Musk’s takeover.

Elon Musk & 3fRrgur & a1 X (qd # fgeR) & 1 enshittification 3T S Tavdl 8|

e Once a platform where verified world leaders, journalists, celebrities, and other
noteworthy figures could connect with audiences, Twitter under Mr. Musk soon made its
free blue tick verification a paid feature that could be bought by anyone — from neo-Nazis
to scam bots — degrading the platform experience for everyone.

S wt af¥es Aarel, TeRY, SR TRl & Tdie &1 69 U1, 7RP & d8d fgex A 9ieg of U
e ] few Tearu= &t Wwwﬁagﬁmw%m, ford forat- At @ A Wb dicd
e ®1g W Wi gamdr o1, R Ha &1 srHa it & fire wRre 8
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Dating apps such as Bumble and Hinge have also been accused of becoming “enshittified,”
with certain profile selections, exposure, filters, and viewing features being put behind
paywalls, to encoura %;ﬁsubscrlptlons

Bumble 3fR Hinge Sidt 3fdT 8w IR i “enshittified” 817 &1 3RIY <71 7, T MwTse
T, TRIUISR, fireex, iR oggw gfaursit &) 9o (Ax[ew Sar)) & dia a1 man g difes
HEEIT B TGIaT a1 S Hob |
For instance, the feature to undo a mistaken ‘swipe left’ gesture that rejects a profile is a
paid privilege on Bumble.

IR & a1y, Tl IS B SRAIPR HR- alelt ¥aTgd AT et i gdad d- Bl
gfA4T Bumble TR A[ew AW R |

Enshittification could further explain the recent changes made to browsers like Google,
which has applied its Generative Al-powered overviews into the search experience.

Enshittification 8Td 81 ¥ Google I AISwRI # fT 70 uRad i o +ff sare o= Jedr g,
R 3199 @IS 34T H Generative Al-TTed 3fiaveg & ST 81

Users are first shown a mashup of search results pulled from random sources across the
web, with more errors likely to appear.

3ff 1 Tgd 99 & fafira wal & <t 15 fafdra @ ufvomat &1 g2 fewrs ot g,
o Ffeat &t uramn it Bt 1

This also preferences Google as opposed to other, more authoritative news sources and
smaller publishers.

T8 Google ) UTYfHHdT a1 8, Tafh 3T 3ifs fIyw-la THRR Sial 3R B Us=ra!
o fid HR AT gl

How have streaming and entertainment platforms changed?

AR 3R AR W hTH $4 957 T 872

Amazon Prime, Netflix, YouTube, and Spotify are all examples of how enshittification can
affect even daily activities such as watching your favourite TV show or listening to music.

, gJd 29 91d & 3IeTeR0 & [ enshittification
éjuwﬁmaz)ﬁ%mw@ﬁﬁ@mmwﬂaﬁqﬁﬁmﬁumﬁaww

Rising subscription prices have nudged users to either pay more in order to access ad-
free content they earlier enjoyed at lower prices, or be forced to watch ads.

Fd! TGl Ial 4 SUANTHarsl B 1 A1 fUd YA HI IR Aoley a1 § anfds d
UEd ! Re fagmu-gad armi 9o uga I, a1 fhr fagmue d@m & forg aeaR g1 US|

YouTube, for example, has degraded its free experience with multiple unskippable ads,
while pushmg users toward its ad-free YouTube Premium subscription.

3 G 3FHT B F5 A-PY B TG AU F TRE B
%ﬁ?@@ﬁ 3it ! fagTa=-go gega Wt Jewar o &1 SR yoan gl
YouTube has also worked to block external ad-blockers, reducing the quality of experience
for users who want to watch videos without interruptions.

Yegd 3 3 IS & SHd i 1 TRTE fpar 8 St aredt TS-=ATHR BT IUGRT T 2,

difep d for fammoi o ifsa 3 T |

The company announced a new ‘Hype’ feature in certain countries to help users boost
creators in the YouTube Partner Program (500 to 5,00,000 subscribers) — leading to fan-
promoted content being shown more.

SO A P GRIR ‘Hype’ WHR & 9o 31 7, S8 SuaNTedf YouTube Partner Program
(5ooﬁso%ooommﬁ)ﬁ7qeﬁﬁam%w, S8 -y Al sifde
feams el g

Users have complained on social media that the free version of Spotify is now almost
unusable, as non-paying users cannot even control the order of songs they listen to.

Hfsm R Rrerd &1 § i TfewTs &1 Ju TEhR0m 31d TR
SUERT 81 T B, i AR-YITA B a1 SUARTH! 3d 30U T g fial Bt A
P8 oI AT 5] X Tad |
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This dissatisfying experience pushes users toward paid subscriptions or forces them to
find alternatives.

g SRIAIYSTP AJHT STANTHArsl ! AX[ed Agdl A a1 fade @ieq & for TegR
RG]

Mr. Doctorow further alleged that Spotify replaces ambient artists in its popular playlists
with soundalikes who aren’t entitled to royalties.

Y STae=T 7 g8 1} 3Ry T fo Wi WS 31Ut Ay WfeRe i ambient FEATHRIT B! T
soundalike W@WW%%WW&{W@@W

How have e-commerce platforms changed?

S-PIHY WehH P4 9¢d T &2

In a 2022 blog post, Doctorow cited Amazon as an example of enshittification, calling it an
“enshittified endless scroll of paid results” where ad budgets, not quality, determine
what users see.

2022 & TP AN URE |, SIFeRT 4 AW P! enshittification BT IETEXUN IaMI, 3R FHgl fh
Tg “yTaT fHT T Ul &1 Uw Siagie hia” 59 71 §, Set fagmu= seie, Jorawr g,
Ig a0 B § b SUANTEHdl 1 & g |
Both sponsored product listings and Amazon’s own products take precedence when
users search for items — meaning the best products aren’t necessarily shown first.

Sd YIRS a¥d EieTd €, ot UTaiford Iedte it 3R 3w & 3+ Srg WfAidsdr urd
& — I HaY 3 IeTE gHRN g el faarg oird |

Google, Apple, and Spotify have also been accused of self-preferencing, where more
profitable content is displayed first, hurting smaller competitors.
AT, e 3R TWIfewrs WR +ff W -uruffrerdr (self-preferencing) T 3MRIY 1T 8, STgT
3 TS At Ugd foxars ot B, o Bie ufaeafifal &) Joam dian 31
The difficulty of cancelling an Amazon Prime account has also become a legal issue.
AT UTGH PTIC I, HIA DI HISATS 36 T B YT 89 7% 5|
According to a U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) lawsuit, Amazon allegedly enrolled
millions of customers in Prime subscriptions without their consent, and complicated the
cancellation process.

TG ATIR TR (FTC) & U YbheH b TR, S A HIId U I aral
UTed! B IT@ rgAfA b AT wrgw Gewgar # Aifed farar, 3k g w1 & uftear &
sifew o= feam|
The e-commerce giant will have to pay $2.5 billion to settle the case — a small penalty for a
company with a market cap of over $2 trillion.
Y 3B forTel Bi $2.5 Fafera= &1 Yr1am a1 8 — it $2 feferam @ aiftres widhe u
et HUA & 1T T Bt FolT T o a1 ¢ |
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Growing
Indian women
power on
global ships

Ruling the sea: The number of women in technical roles
such as Electro Technical Cadet saw consistent growth.

T. E. Raja Simhan

Meet these illustrious Indian women seafarers.
Suneeti Bala, first Indian women to serve as chief
engineer of a merchant vessel; Reshma Nilofer
Visalakshi, India’s only marine pilot, currently
steering ships from sea to Kolkata and Haldia
port; Sonali Banerjee, India’s first lady marine
engineer; Parvathy Ralakshmi, a naval architect
and Capt. Radhika Menon of Captain Synergy
Ship Management.

At last week’s India Maritime Week 2025 held
in Mumbai, these women seafarers were
felicitated for being leading industry torch
bearers to woo budding talent, and help in
increase the number of Indian women seafarers.

According to data by the Directorate General
of Shipping, In 2021, there were 1,600 Indian
women seafarers globally. This number increased
to nearly 6,000 by the end of 2024. This has been
due to many like Centre’s intervention to ensure
that more women join the maritime industry,
awareness and global shipping lines” diversity on
board the ships.

Positive trend

Data from 2021 to 2024 indicates a positive trend
in the inclusion of female ratings and officers
within both nautical and engineering
departments. Notably, the number of women in
technical roles such as Electro Technical Cadet
and Trainee Engine Rating has seen consistent
growth, reflecting the increasing openness of the
maritime sector to female professionals, says
Directorate General of Shipping, which manages
Indian seafarers globally.

On the increase in the number of women
seafarers, Capt. Radhika Menon, says the reasons
include awareness regarding the profession of
seafarers among women, role model pioneers,
support from industry and regulatory bodies,
policies for promotion of conducive atmosphere
for women on board, scholarships and
concessions in fees.

According to Karan Kochhar, MD, Maersk Fleet
Management & Technology India & Head of
Marine People Asia, A.P. Moller - Maersk, the rise
in the number of women seafarers can be
attributed to a combination of factors. These
include greater industry-wide focus on diversity
and inclusion, proactive government initiatives
supporting women, growing awareness of
maritime careers among women, and improved
shipboard policies that ensure safer and more
supportive working environments.

Maersk launched the ‘Equal At Sea’ initiative in
2022 which saw remarkable success with it in
India. The programme’s main aim is to achieve
greater diversity among Maersk seafarers, tackle
the historical under-representation of women
among seafarers and foster an ecosystem across
the Indian maritime sector to improve gender
diversity. The programme unites industry
stakeholders on a common platform, acting as a
hub for exchanging ideas and adopting best
practices, among other things, Mr. Kochhar said.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)

Growing Indian women power on global ships

AfYe STeTSll W HRIT "igarsit @t gedt ufed

o Meet these illustrious Indian women seafarers.
S Ufaf¥a yReg afger At © Afu)
o Suneeti Bala, first Indian woman to serve as chief engineer

of a merchant vessel; Reshma Nilofer Visalakshi, India’s only
marine pilot, currently steering ships from sea to Kolkata and
Haldia port; Sonali Banerjee, India’s first lady marine engineer;
Parvathy Ralakshmi, a naval architect and Capt. Radhika Menon
of Captain Synergy Ship Management.
I T, gl HRdg Afar St It e @1 g3 Sifian
g1, YT et fasmmeneht, YR &1 v w8 e, o
I T § PIPTAT A SRR GG T STETSh T Farer
IR 5; AT FSH, YR $1 Igell Afgar A go-R; grdet
Aore @i
o At last week’s India Maritime Week 2025 held in Mumbai,
these women seafarers were felicitated for being leading industry
torch bearers to woo budding talent, and help in increasing the
number of Indian women seafarers.
fed Te gag # maiford sfear aRergw diw 2025 7, 37 Afean
TIfdeh! BT ITRT Bt SV UM o U H FH1-q foba 1, drfes
3 715 gfauTet &I sesitfd #R Td SR YR Afgen Tifaw! o we
g¢MH U Agg HR A |
According to data by the Directorate General of Shipping, in 2021,
there were 1,600 Indian women seafarers globally. This number
increased to nearly 6,000 by the end of 2024.

& 3ffchel b TR, 2021 H fay TR TR 1,600
YR Afgar Afae off | I8 U931 2024 & 3id T6 TIHT 6,000 TDH
G TR
o This has been due to many factors like Centre’s
intervention to ensure that more women join the maritime industry,
awareness, and global shipping lines’ diversity on board the
ships.
an@ao—s‘wrrﬁﬁgé% SR & Fg HR &1 gy difcs 31fie
Afedd T I J S, TRRPdT, 3R TeTol R 3w Arag
$uf~al A fafderdar o1 sgrar 3|

Positive trend
TPRTHD Ugf

. Data from 2021 to 2024 indicates a positive trend in the
inclusion of female ratings and officers within both nautical and
engineering departments.

2021 ¥ 2024 F 3fiHs <A ¢ fb AP 3R geftfrafar faur
H g e iR siftrmifval ot yriicRt § U6 SRS S
3T & B g
o Notably, the number of women in technical roles such as
Electro Technical Cadet and Trainee Engine Rating has seen
consistent growth, reflecting the increasing openness of the
maritime sector to female professionals, says Directorate General
of Shipping, which manages Indian seafarers globally.
fRy U ¥, HFToHa Fsc 3R it I AT O aw-tat
YftyepTait 7 Afgamelt B We IR 9 8, S Tg i € b T
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On the increase in the number of women seafarers, Capt. Radhika Menon says the
reasons include awareness regarding the profession of seafarers among women,
role model pioneers, support from industry and regulatory bodies, policies for
promotion of conducive atmosphere for women on board, scholarships and
concessions in fees.

Afgest AfID! &I GBI H Ghe W PEA ARIST A9 Bl ¢ (& sTb BRI H A
g — mfeeait & ifae 09 & ufd SRR, sresf 3ol afgersn @1 divrer, ST
3R e Twail o1 wgaT, Sei )R ufgensit & o e Aeta & 9eran
37 arelt Afoat, sregitat iR 3ee | famd |

According to Karan Kochhar, MD, Maersk Fleet Management & Technology India

& Head of Marine People Asia, A.P. Moller — Maersk, the rise in the number of
women seafarers can be attributed to a combination of factors.

BT DI, UeY e, aveb Wwefte AAwific Ts artarel sfsar a3 Tl Hier-
7%b & A3 diue TR yq@ & S9R, Afge Add! o ¥eil H g & HRUN &
oS H1 RO g1

These include greater industry-wide focus on diversity and inclusion, proactive
government initiatives supporting women, growing awareness of maritime
careers among women, and improved shipboard policies that ensure safer and
more supportive working environments.

O M § — I I A Fafaear ik JHeRe W T s, Afganstt &1 wwd=
FA el IR Ugd, Algansit ¥ T AR & ufa ggdl SIewa, 3R Igav
wigTe iferdt, ot oifYe qRféa ok wearht o araravor YRfyd wdl g1

Maersk launched the ‘Equal At Sea’ initiative in 2022 which saw remarkable
success in India.

1;ll???rzozz T ‘Equal At Sea’ U8d &1 Y[B3Td &1, fo URA B S T
|

The programme’s main aim is to achieve greater diversity among Maersk
seafarers, tackle the historical under-representation of women among seafarers
and foster an ecosystem across the Indian maritime sector to improve gender
diversity.

gﬂmﬁaﬁn TSI 3230 ¢ 7 Mg & og iftre fafdear ura &, et d
%mwﬁmmﬁgm 3R YR Tt &7 o
%ﬁﬁwgﬁ%ﬁl‘qwmaﬁaﬁmml

The programme unites industry stakeholders on a common platform, acting as a
hub for exchanging ideas and adopting best practices, among other things, Mr.
Kochhar said.

g HHH N & fGdURS] B TS TIe 0 W HRAT g, o faaRY &
TETH-YET 3R HaTaH YUT3H BT YA H1 g 591 5, 41 ft B 3 Ha1l
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Digital marketing is incomplete without Piyush Pandey doctrine

Shubho Sengupta

Piyush leaned back, ciga-
rette glowing through the
haze of a Delhi winter
evening, sometime in 2012.

“Shubho, this digital
thing...” he said, exhaling
like a verdict. “If the story
lacks humanity, no tech-
nology can save it.”

1 countered, almost re-
flexively, “But your au-
dience lives there.”

He waved me off. “Don’t
bend over the computer
keyboard while the world
passes you by. Real ideas
don’t need buttons”

It was classic Piyush —
brilliant, stubborn, and
gloriously analogue.

Piyush Pandey’s long,
decorated career occupies
an uncomfortable intersec-
tion with the rise of digital
marketing. He has never

pretended otherwise. In
interviews over the past
decade, he questioned the
industry’s “fetish for data”,
the blind faith in dash-
boards, the cheap dopa-
mine of real-time metries.

This wasn’t Luddite
grumbling. It was a philo-
sophical stance. (In my
opinion) Piyush was unea-
sy with the medium not be-
cause he failed to grasp it,
but because he feared the
industry was losing its nar-
rative spine.

Standing firm
Predictably, many in the
post-2010 advertising
crowd dismissed this as
nostalgia - an ageing lion
defending his old jungle.
But strip away the senti-
mentality, and his critique
stands firm.

Digital marketing has in-

Real life bets: Piyush mined meaning from conversations, pauses,
glances, local idioms, vernacular subcultures.

deed created a culture
where dashboards over-
shadow insight, “content
calendars” replace cultural
curiosity, and the industry
confuses presence with
effectiveness.

He sensed this drift ear-

ly. And he was mostly
right.

Yet the very foundation
of his craft — deep consum-
er understanding, beha-
vioural nuance, cultural
sharpness — is exactly what
digital marketing desper-

ately lacks today.

Intellectual spine
Piyush mined meaning
from conversations, paus-
es, glances, local idioms,
vernacular subcultures —
the texture of real life. He
believed insight wasn’t da-
ta, it was anthropology.
And this upstream disci-
pline is precisely what digi-
tal funnels, targeting en-
gines, and  creative
sequencing are starving
for. No algorithm can com-
pensate for a human truth.
Digital marketing, ironi-
cally, needs the Piyush
Pandey doctrine more
than ever. Data drives seg-
mentation. Segmentation,
hyper-targeting drives test-
ing multiple messages, for
multiple audiences at the
same time. But who is do-
ing it? Nobody.

The digital industry has
completely failed at apply-
ing insight to data, though
it is the one that shouts the
loudest about this.

This is the paradox: Piy-
ush Pandey was uncomfor-
table with digital, but digi-
tal is incomplete without
Piyush Pandey’s intellec-
tual spine.

What he feared - the
noise, the superficiality,
the sprinting without di-
rection — stays an industry
disease.

And what he cham-
pioned — clarity, empathy,
cultural grounding — is pre-
cisely what digital market-
ing lacks.

How relevant is Piyush’s
work now, in the digital
world?

Let’s unpack this. Con-
sider three of his iconic
campaigns and the digital

Digital marketing is incomplete without Piyush Pandey doctrine

feforea arhfen gy uid Rigia & famm st @

sometime in 2012.

oy e &t 3R b TTY, Tt B |G AW & yciv= § 3701 RIRe 909 I8t A,
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“Shubho, this digital thing...

humanity, no technology can save it.”

" 351 P, O Pl BT YT I8 81| “3FR B |
AT B B 2, A B1S a3 el o G

“UT, T8

AR T T8 U I SaTe T,

| countered, almost reflexively, “But your audience lives there.”

expansions they naturally
invite.

Fevicol campaign

Few campaigns observed
mass India with Piyush’s
insight, his accuracy. Fevi-
col wasn’t just about glue,
it was about social cohe-
sion, humour, and jugaad
culture. Digital expansion:
Community-led storytell-
ing. A user-generated “In-
dia Ka Joda” digital series
showcasing everyday fixes,
odd hacks, and emotional
attachments to old objects.

Cadbury Dairy Milk
Cadbury’s emotional core
— joy, innocence, public
spontaneity — has timeless
resonance.

Digital expansion: Senti-
ment mapping. Using so-
cial listening to surface
reallife “Kuch Khaas” mo-

Piyush leaned back, cigarette glowing through the haze of a Delhi winter evening,

” he said, exhaling like a verdict. “If the story lacks

A 3MTUh! ERIp-STIdT ol 98] gl g I”

ments from schools, stadi-
ums, metros, marriages.

Polio vaccine

Piyush’s work with public
health was grounded in
authenticity,  simplicity,
and emotional credibility.
Also, probably the most
successful of public service
campaigns.

Digital expansion: Hy-
perlocal WhatsApp distri-
bution. Voice notes by lo-
cal doctors, ASHA
workers, local Insta celebs
— digitally replicating com-
munity trust.

Piyush’s legacy reminds
us that creativity is medi-
um-agnostic, but insight is
absolute. Technology am-
plifies the brand; it is not
the brand.

(Shubho Sengupta is a
digital marketer with an
analogue past)

o He waved me off. “Don’t bend over the computer keyboard while the world passes
you by. Real ideas don’t need buttons.”

38 g eTd f3an wid g R I I TR W8 8, a9 huex Bied W d Ad
TGl e faamy 1 ge &t oevd T8 sl

e It was classic Piyush — brilliant, stubborn, and gIonoust analogue.
Tg T RIS fgW — YFER, R ok e @ T

¢ Piyush Pandey’s long, decorated career occupies an uncomfortable intersection
with the rise of digital marketing.

gy uie &1 dar iR awfAa SRR, fefsred ardhfen & IUR & T Uh 3Rigw
e W IEST g
e He has never pretended otherwise. In interviews over the past decade, he questioned

the industry’s “fetish for data”, the blind faith in dashboards, the cheap dopamine
of real-time metrics.

3I5iH HY vt 398 TTHR 7151 fobarn | Ul gxiep 1 foU Wienap Rl °, 3514 I Bt
«3eT & ufa maferr”, SWEEH R Uy, iR Sud-ergw Aftew F ww
ST | ¥ard 331Ul

e This wasn’t Luddite grumbling. It was a philosophical stance.

Ig DIs adb-iTd faxie RRrerad 761 4t a8 U qr=ife efdwior ani

¢ (In my opinion) Piyush was uneasy with the medium not because he failed to grasp it,
but because he feared the industry was losing its narrative spine.
R fER ¥) gy 9 A1 3 91T Sres 781 4 i d 39 903 78] Hob, dfcth
TNy i S % AT o SENT v+ BuTeres g W w1 7

Standing firm
Tedl 3 TS Bl
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Predictably, many in the post-2010 advertising crowd dismissed this as nostalgia
— an ageing lion defending his old jungle.
WIS U ¥, 2010 & §1G S faqma=T g T &5 A A 58 R a16l & ©u o
TR FR G — S B g7 I 3T R SIS b1 & IR 8T 8
But strip away the sentimentality, and his critique stands firm.
QBT SR AT UTGHAT B AT IR <, Al SAD! ST TGl I TSt TGl 8|
Digital marketing has indeed created a culture where dashboards overshadow
insight, “content calendars” replace cultural curiosity, and the industry confuses
presence with effectiveness. ]

AIHIET - IRd | Th Tl Ul §1% § oIg| SNAIS IHgl W gTdl &, “hec
FHASR - AEplaP IR &1 e A off §, 3R I SufAfa ot yuTa=iierar ot
o1 8|
He sensed this drift early. And he was mostly right.
I 39 foaa &1 9gd Ugd & Heqy &R foran 4Tl 8k 9 SrerR I8l 2|

Yet the very foundation of his craft — deep consumer understanding, behavioural
nuance, cultural sharpness — is exactly what digital marketing desperately lacks
today.

R 1, 37 DIz Bt — T SUNTAT T, AGTIRD J&AT, 3R
Tepfas deorar — agl ¢ forge! fERiea urbfen o1 3mer Wed a8

Intellectual spine

Piyush mined meaning from conversations, pauses, glances, local idioms,
vernacular subcultures — the texture of real life.

gy 7 ST, 3ava, A9l & HTEH-UGH, I JETaR) 3R Aie-aepid 3
IRAfA® Sita & gATde T 34 Wior|

He believed insight wasn’t data, it was anthropology.

DT T T s Sierefy et 18, Eﬂ%m"ﬂm%

And this upstream discipline is precisely what digital funnels, targeting engines,
and creative sequencing are starving for.

3R g FeI-FIY SR e § fraept f¥fored waa, wea frefvor §or, 8k
AT SIHHU B! 3d AT B |

No algorithm can compensate for a human truth.

DIz ! TANRGH ATHAR T ST 1RUT o] B gabd|

Digital marketing, ironically, needs the Piyush Pandey doctrine more than ever.
faSs 1 U8 & fob feforea Ardfet &1 or@ ugd I el st fogy uis Risia 31
SaRIHI 5 |

Data drives segmentation. Segmentation, hyper-targeting drives testing multiple
messages, for multiple audiences at the same time. But who is doing it? Nobody.

e AU &1 Tt sear 81 faue= ok sifaaféas o te &) gua & ity
axft & forT 3e gt & udieur &) URT BRd &1 Afb U8 I AR W22 B T8I |

The digital mdustry has completely failed at applylng insight to data

feforea Sem 3ar

W JAEI® AN HA § Gt oG [9%a w18

The digital industry has completely failed at applying insight to data, though it is
the one that shouts the loudest about this.

f&forea et A SeT W Siael A H31 | I e e o §, Jefe 39 fas R
TE e MR TG arer agl 3|

This is the paradox: Piyush Pandey was uncomfortable with digital, but digital is
incomplete without Piyush Pandey’s intellectual spine.

T2} a8 faRemuTa 8 fﬂ'%wufé%ﬁraaﬁ e ¥, Afee feforea gy uis #t
difg® g & o e
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o What he feared — the noise, the superficiality, the sprinting without direction —
stays an industry disease.

S 3 34 & — I8 VR, 98 HUAUH, I8 = s — et +ff te I
daft s gs B

e And what he championed — clarity, empathy, cultural grounding — is precisely
what digital marketing lacks.

3R o I8 wgrar fear — g, , FXPpfad oIg — do! 3T fSforea
ATHIET | Ui & | TR

How relevant is Piyush’s work now, in the digital world?

gfvrar o 3net gy &1 ord famm Uil 32

e Let’'s unpack this. Consider three of his iconic campaigns and the digital
expansions they naturally invite.

$§m|meﬂqmaﬁmmwwmﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁw
|

Fevicol campaign
S

e Few campaign§ observed mass India witlj Piyush’s insight, his accuracy.
FE g1 M A 9 YR &I gy oY 3iaeiy ok "idwar & Ty 3@ ol

e Fevicol wasn't just about glue, it was about social cohesion, humour, and jugaad
culture.

BfawTa dad Mg & aR T a1 o, sfcs AHTRIS Thar, 31, 3R TS IPpfa &
IR H o

o Digital expansion: Community-led storytelling. A user-generated “India Ka Joda”
digital series showcasing everyday fixes, odd hacks, and emotional attachments
to old objects.

fSforea fowR: axer-snuriva HeT HeA $1 ufthdT | U6 SuaNTHdl gRT AfHd
«Zfgar 1 wire” f3fiea Y, o e Tumem, sMka Ium, SR R awgasit 9

YIGATHS IST4 feamrr /|
Cadbury Dairy Milk
Fsadl U Tiew
e Cadbury’s emotional core — joy, innocence, public spontaneity — has timeless
resonance.

FsT P UATTHS Fg — 3ATHe, Feivar, Swarurfadar — & myd [ 2|
o Digital expansion: Sentiment mapping. Using social listening to surface real-life
“Kuch Khaas” moments from schools, stadiums, metros, marriages.

fefrea fawar: yrasTras g Siwre frafa & arem 3 wpal, wfsant,
A, Tnfeat onfe I Irafd® “$8 TR &UN &I Ugar=1|

Polio vaccine

e Piyush’s work with public health was grounded in authenticity, simplicity, and
emotional credibility.
gy &1 srf ardwife W@y & Iy yraTTET, IR, SR UaHTEHS
faya=irgar o smenfed 1|

e Also, probably the most successful of public service campaigns.
g HHId: ST-aaT JfRT & Yy 9 36T

o Digital expansion: Hyperlocal WhatsApp distribution. Voice notes by local
doctors, ASHA workers, local Insta celebs — digitally replicating community trust.
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o Piyush’s legacy reminds us that creativity is medium-agnostic, but insight is

absolute.

gy #t farrea g4 are o R i Tamrerear srwrm-foRber S R, Afh siaeiy
qof I gt 5

o Technology amplifies the brand; it is not the brand.

S P FIa &; € a4 §is T8 et

How Kerala eradicated
extreme poverty

On November 1, the Kerala government is set to declare the State extreme poverty-free, the culmination

of a four-year-long strenuous exercise. Four lakh enumerators fanned out across the State and identified

claims that the pro;

ised. Local b

the most m:

then devised micro-plans to suit each fami

he government

me has uplifted 103099 people from extreme poverty. ¢

. Praveen interacts

with some of the beneficiaries and also listens to dissenting voices

he first thing that catches one’s atten-

tion on walking into Ambika Devi's

house, located deep inside a bylane at

Chellamangalam ward in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, is the humble grocery shop set up at
the front verandah and extending to a part of the
drawing room. The funding for the shop, a liveli-
hood option tailor-made for her health condi-
tion, was provided to the 57-year-old widow
along with the house, through the Kerala govern-
ment’s Extreme Poverty Eradication Programme
(EPEP).

“After my husband passed away seven years
ago following a long battle with illnesses, I was
living in our dilapidated house. But once a part of
it collapsed, I went to live with my sister, where I
stayed for two years. Last September, I got this
house through EPEP,” says Ambika.

“In December,” says Ambika, “I got 50,000
initial funding from the project to set up the groc-
ery shop. It was an option by the Cor-

ee

The
methodology
of the initial
survey (to
identify
beneficiaries)
itself was not
correct,as
there was no
special
consideration
for the tribal
population.
M.
GEETHANANDAN

State coordinator

poration officials as I could not walk much or
take up any strenuous work. Since people from
the neighbourhood regularly purchase from here
now, I get just enough income to survive,” she
says.

On November 1, when the Kerala government
would declare the State as free from extreme po-
verty, the first State to make such a declaration,
Ambika will be counted among the 59,277 fami-
lies to be uplifted from extreme poverty. A study
by NITI Aayog in 2021 had assessed Kerala’s po-
verty rate as 0.7%, the lowest in the country. The
welfare policies pursued by the successive go-
vernments had succeeded in bringing down the
poverty rate to the present level from the 59.8%
in the early 70s.

Four parameters used

Around four lakh enumerators were sent across
the State to identify the extremely marginalised
population through a participatory, grassroots
exercise that was led by the Kerala Institute of Lo-
cal Administration.

The extremely poor were identified based on
four parameters - food, health, income and
housing, in line with the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals.

The enumerators came across many people
living totally cut off from society, unaware of the
availability of support systems. One of them was
living alone in a country boat at Anchuthengu in
Thiruvananthapuram, while some were found
living on the streets. After a multi-stage process,

MahaSabha

64,006 extremely poor families, comprising
1,03,099 individuals, were identified across the
State. Out of this, 43,850 were single-member
households, some of whom were relocated to
shelter homes, according to the statistics provid-
ed by the Local Self-Governments department
(LSGD).

The success of micro-plans

Arigid uniformity, imposed all the way from the
top, marks a majority of government-led pro-
jects. However, in EPEP, micro-plans were pre-
pared for each of the 64,006 families (the final fi-
gure is 59,277, following deaths, non-traceability,
and technical issues) based on their unique
needs. For some, it could be a reasonable means
of livelihood, while others may need a regular
supply of medicines or even organ transplants,
such as the seven persons who got transplants
through EPEP.

Das Raj, 67, from Mankulam grama panchayat
in Idukki needed mental health support for both
his wife and son, in addition to a house and a
‘means of livelihood. “Since I have cardiac issues,
Itoo can’t go out for work. Under the project, we
gota house as well as ¥50,000 from Kudumbash-
ree to purchase three goats, using which we can
find some income,” says Das.

Many marginalised people, whose names
were not even on the voters’ list and who did not
even have a ration card or Aadhaar card, were on
this list. Inmediate, medium-term and long-term
plans were prepared for each family.

As per LSGD data, essential documents were
provided to 21,263 individuals, houses to 3,913 fa-

Fighting
poverty

#1,03,099 individuals
from 64,006 families.

identified as.
extremely
poor

u Micro-plans prepared | m 43,850 wiere
for each family, based on |~ single-member
individual family needs | households
mHouses | mPalliative | mLandand
provided | care provided | house provided
103,913 | 105,777 ‘ 101,338
families | patients families
mEssential | 5,651
documents | families provided
provided | up 10 %2 lakh
for house

individuals | renovation

Livelihood support

to 4,394 families

How Kerala eradicated extreme poverty

IYA A AU TR B S GHIE T

e On November 1, the Kerala government is set to declare the State extreme
poverty-free, the culmination of a four-year-long strenuous exercise.

1 9G&R B

P BfS Ulehar o1 URUMH g |

Four lakh enumerators fanned out across the State and identified the most

marginalised.

‘milies, land and house for 1,338 families. House
repair works were carried out for 5,651 families.
Uninterrupted food supplies, from food kits to
«cooked meals, and medical treatment and medi-
cines were provided to the needy. Palliative care
‘was given to 5,777 patients, and livelihood sup-
port to 4,394 families.

Shai Varghese, 51, his wife Sunitha, both vi-
sually challenged, and their daughter, who were
living in a shed at
panchayat in Idukki district were identified as ex-
tremely poor in the surveys.

‘Though the couple who made a living by sing-
ing in the streets was supposed to get a house un-
der the LIFE project in the ancestral land that be-
longed to Shai, the panchayat couldn’t take it
forward as the land was not partitioned. Thanka-
«chan, one of the siblings of Shai, who had disap-
peared 27 years ago, had to be found to carry out
the partition.

Some detective work too

“We began by fishing out the man-missing com-
plaint filed in the local police station 27 years ago.
After a three-month-long search, Thankachan
‘was traced to Velankanni, where he was working
in a restaurant. The officials convinced him to re-
turn home for the partition. Shai and family then
got a house under the LIFE project, while the Ku-
dumbashree provided them a music box and
‘mics as a means of livelihood,” says Laseela, the
Village Extension Officer.

Besides the 24 lakh funding from the LIFE pro-
ject and 30,000 worth labour through
MGNREGS, a local businessman sponsored the
cement, wiring and plumbing items required for
the completion of the house. Such community
participation for the cause has been a feature of
the project in various parts of the State.

‘The EPEP project is also focussed on ensuring
a livelihood for the families so that they are not
pushed back to poverty. Life had landed severe
blows on Remya, 28, from Chavara panchayat in
Kollam district, who was stricken by cancer after
she lost her husband Prasanth, an electrician, to
‘COVID-19. Though she managed to get treated
‘with the help of relatives and acquaintances, dai-
Iy life was still a struggle with two children aged 3
and 4. “We were provided with a house under the
LIFE project. The panchayat officials also gave
me a job at the Jana Sevana Kendra help-desk,
‘which helps me make enough money to take care
of the children and my husband’s parents,” says
Remya.

P.P. Rejy, the president of the Kuttiattoor pan-
chayat in Kannur district, which became the first
panchayat in the State to become free from ex-
treme poverty, says that officials from the local
body constantly visited each of the 16 families
identified as extremely poor to understand all
their needs. “Many of these steps, like providing
‘documents or houses outside of the annual Plan
or schemes, were possible only because of the
project,” she says.

When collective effort pays
Minister for Local Self-Governments M.B. Rajesh
feels that the project would not have been possi-
ble without Kerala’s strong, decentralised, local
governance structure, as the local bodies played
a leading role in the initial survey, the formula-
tion of the micro plans as well as their
implementation.

“The government ensured the coordination of
all departments. For instance, the Civil Supplies
department issued ration cards on priority, the

Revenue department identified lands for building
houses, the Health department provided treat-
ment and supply of medicines, the General Edu-
cation and Higher Education departments of-
fered free education to children from these
families and the Transport department provided
them with cards for free travel. The government
also issued an order to ensure that the families
got houses on priority under the LIFE project be-
cause these were the voiceless who had lost out
on benefits. The Chief Minister was constantly
monitoring the project’s progress,” says Rajesh.

Identifying land and building houses has been
a challenge. The effectiveness of the micro-plan
approach led the government to replicate it for
rehabilitating the families displaced by the Mun-
dakkai and Chooralmala landslides in 2024, he
says.

Critical voices ring loud

The project, however, has come under criticism
with the Bharatiya Janata Party State president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar claiming that the reduc-
tion in poverty in the State became possible “due
to the schemes sponsored by the Union govern-
ment”. Accusing the State government of using
the project for its propaganda, Chandrasekhar
says that the State government took an undue
amount of time to reduce extreme poverty which
was 1.24% in 2014.

Responding to him, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan said that Chandrasekhar should mention
specifically which schemes of the Union govern-
ment were utilised for the project.

The Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha has alleged
that only 5% of the 64,006 families, identified to
have been suffering from extreme poverty in the
State, belonged to the Scheduled Tribes. A large
majority of the families belonging to Paniya, Adi-
ya, Kattunaikkar, and Vettakuruman communi-
ties in Wayanad were landless, homeless, and
unemployed.

“The methodology of the initial survey itself
was not correct, as there was no special consider-
ation for the tribal population. Jobs in the rural
sector in Wayanad district have died out and ma-
ny of the families survive only with free ration,
which also is of insufficient quantity for larger fa-
milies. Many of the tribes in Wayanad are land-
less, while in Attappady, they are poor although
they own land,” says M. Geethanandan, State
coordinator of the Adivasi Gothra Maha Sabha.

A section of the Accredited Social Health Acti-
vists (ASHA), affiliated to the Socialist Unity
Centre of India (SUC), has criticised the govern-
ment’s claims as false and wrote an open letter to
actors Mohanlal, Mammootty, and Kamal Haasan
urging them to keep away from the function to
make the extreme poverty-free declaration.

“It has been 262 days since we began a protest
demanding that the government increase our
honorarium. We have been getting only 223 per
day, which is insufficient, especially because ma-
ny of these women are the sole breadwinners of
the family. The government’s criterion for defin-
ing poverty itself is wrong,” says S. Mini, State
vice president of the Kerala ASHA Health Work-
ers’ Association (KAHWA).

Ahead of the extreme poverty-free State decla-
ration, the government on Wednesday an-
nounced an increase of monthly honorarium of
ASHAs by ¥1,000.

Meanwhile, the LSGD is now working on a se-
cond phase for the project to ensure that the
achievement is sustained and the families are not
being pushed back to extreme poverty.

P PR I B! e TH-Had DT B o &1 R, ot 9% auf

IR TG MVHETHRI - R I H gHHR a3 gTRIE TR g1 ard a3 Tga &
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Local bodies then devised micro-plans to suit each family.
T e 2 Ude uRaR & ST J&H TS (micro-plans) AR &
The govemment claims that the programme has uplifted 1,03,099 people from
extreme poverty.
;wr\faﬂm%ﬁ?sﬂmm ,03,099 ARN BT St Ta | qreR fA®wTar

|
The first thing that catches one’s attention in Ambika Devi’s house at
Chellamangalam ward, Thiruvananthapuram, is a small grocery shop funded by
the Extreme Poverty Eradication Programme (EPEP).

fUFaHaqRa & deawiTad ars ¥ Ry Sifg®T ddt & W T T usd ol 9 &=
3T Td BT §, 98 SUSHY (EPEP) GRT TgRIdT UTe U BI! fhe 1 ga 5|

Ambika, a 57-year-old widow, received the house and shop as part of EPEP’s
livelihood assistance.
é;ﬂaﬁuﬁwmﬁvﬂﬁmmaaaﬁ%wsﬁvwﬂﬂ BIEEIRS]
|

She got 50,000 initial funding in December to set up the grocery shop suggested
by officials as she could not walk much or do strenuous work.
fqdeR & I 250,000 Y URFH® Tgradl fiel aifd a8 ga- § Hfe-8 iR Ag-id &
B B UH 3! (U T g™ a1 9 |

On November 1, when the government declares Kerala extreme poverty-free,
Ambika will be among 59,277 families uplifted.

1 TG B T WDHR hRc bl SAfUD TR =iftid B, dl sifeiep1 59,277
giaRt & 2nfird givi o S SURT T

NITI Aayog (2021) had assessed Kerala’s poverty rate at 0.7%, the lowest in India,
down from 59.8% in the early 1970s.

e 3maNT (2021) A FRA B RIS <R 0.7% A8 2R, S URT B IR B g, S
1970 & GRIP DI [T 1 Tg§ 59.8% |

Four parameters used for identification were food, health, income, and housing,
allgned with UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG}R

Ugd & fofg IR | U T — WIE, TIRA, 3T 3R TITH, S HYHR Y &
Had faerd dedl (SDGs) ¥ Ad T4 ¢

Enumerators found many people cut off from society, living in boats or streets.
TUFIGHR] A g AR D! U S TS | YR oRE Be g A, $S A1l § iR B
S IR G 33 3

After surveys, 64,006 families (1,03,099 individuals) were identified as extremely
poor; 43,850 were single-member households.

Jderr & 9IS 64,006 UREIR (1,03,099 dafaR) icafies TS UTg 77T; fo4 ¥ 43,850
Fd Tg ardt uRaR |

Micro-plans were created for each family instead of imposing uniform schemes.
§q2pﬂaw%%uamq&quﬁwmicro-plan) 1% 7T, 1 fob T G Q=T A

I

Each family received customized assistance — from livelihood support to organ
transplants (seven people received transplants).

&R URAR ! fafy wergar el — 3o &I ifaer & ares, @ $© 3 S
YRIYYT, (TTd Al ! TR IIoT foram) |

As per LSGD data, 21,263 people got essential documents, 3,913 families got
houses, and 1,338 got land and houses.

LSGD 32T & 3R, 21,263 N 1 AEwaqul aRaTaet, 3,013 URART 1 ¥¥, 3R
1,338 &1 Y 9 W= el

House repairs were done for 5,651 families, and livelihood support to 4,394
families.

5,651 URGRI & TR B AW D! T3 3R 4,394 TRAR) HI SiifdewT Teradr ¢ 75|
Palliative care was provided to 5,777 patients, and continuous food and medicine
support was ensured.
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5,777 W3Sl P SURTHS S@HT (palliative care) &l T 3R HISH g gaT oI fARaR
GHUCIRSEECEA RIS

Example — Shai Varghese and wife Sunitha, both visually challenged, got a
house under the LIFE project and music instruments for livelihood.

I2TERUT — TS TS SR AP el Feitar, S eRarfea €, &1 LIFE ufeaion &
d8d IR 3R Sitfaer g wifta Suaur |

Their long-lost brother Thankachan was traced after 27 years to complete land
partition needed for house allocation.

I 27 AT | AT TS B S Y fIuTes @1 #A & e @i man arfds @R
3{Ide gl ¥ |

The LIFE project gave %4 lakh, MGNREGS added ¥30,000 labour, and a local
businessman sponsored materials.

LIFE UfRgIeT=T = 24 ARG, {931 A 230,000 T 91 & IR R Sarardt = wmsh
&1 g b
Community participation has been a key feature of EPEP’s success.

yrfiert EPEP &t Whaar 3t uqE fagtwar € 7|
Remya (28), a cancer patient from Kollam, lost her husband to COVID-19; got a
house and job at Jana Sevana Kendra.

Picad Pt 28 TUG 3T, S HIR AWf$an € ¢k o ufd covID-19 AW, HI R
IR 9 a1 Fg J Arpt et
Kuttiattoor panchayat (Kannur) became the first panchayat in Kerala to be
declared extreme poverty-free.
AR DT PleaTce YArId B B Ugdl Yardd sH1 fo Sraafere TRia-gad difta
fopar |
Minister M.B. Rajesh credited Kerala’s decentralised governance system for the
project’s success.
ém?ﬂ@.ﬁ.mﬁqﬁqﬁwﬁww 99 & oI f[qb-ipa A yommelt o

I
Departments coordinated — Civil Supplies (ration cards), Revenue (land), Health
(treatment), Education (free education), Transport (free travel).

A g forar — TR SYfd RIRA ®18), I5Ta (HH), WA (STER),

fRram (qewt fRuam), aRag= (Gu am=) |
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan personally monitored the project’s progress.

T fARTS fasrs = uRasmT &t uiia &1 safaarra R &t

The micro-plan model was later used for rehabilitating landslide victims in
Mundakkai and Chooralmala (2024).

HISH!-T Hisd B! alc H b 3R JRTAHTAT (2024) & Y&aad Hifsal &
A & fog SO |

Criticism came from BJP president Rajeev Chandrasekhar, who credited Union
government schemes instead.

STATT HTSTUT 3feHef Ioig AGRWR BF 3R F 311, Rl Jwhadr &1 99 Hx
PR P Arerr3 o) feam

Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha alleged that only 5% beneficiaries were from
Scheduled Tribes (STs), mostly landless and unemployed.
STfearedt M= HETaUT A SRIY T foh dhaa 5% arurdt srggfua st (sT) 9
2, 9 SFaR YL IR RISIR &

ASHA workers (KAHWA) criticised the government's claim and protested for higher
honorarium (currently ¥223/day).

TN BTdFars (KAHWA) 3 TRHR & gal &1 A &1 3R Y g1 (@dqH &
%223 Tifdfed) &1 7R & do) faRiy weRiA fan

Ahead of the declaration, the government announced 1,000 monthly honorarium
increase for ASHAs.

gwﬁmwﬁmmaﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂooommﬁﬁq@aﬁw
|
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e The LSGD is now working on Phase 2 to ensure that families do not fall back into
poverty.
3{d LSGD faUTT g¥R TRUT (Phase 2) TR & IR 8T § Al URAR SHERT RIS # 7

iR
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